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Abstract:

The  Paper  highlights  briefly  the  Anthropological  Approach
towards Education system and attempt to analyze it with Hadith
to  know  the  correlations  and  inspiration  of  the  modern
knowledge  from  the  life  of  the  Holly  Prophet  Muhammad
(PBUH). Anthropology of Religion is interested in mainly the
ritual  part  of  religion  but  belief  also  being  the  major
counterpart in rituals is important to be examined to understand
the  real  social  fabric  of  a  group  understanding  its  ethos
especially in trainings of its members. Anthropology is the study
of all aspects of human life and Culture. The subject examines
such  topics  as  how  people  live,  what  they  think,  what  they
produce,  and  how  they  interact  with  their  environments.
Anthropologists  try  to  understand  the  full  range  of  human
diversity  as  well  as  what  all  people  share  in  common.
Anthropologists ask such basic questions as: When, where, and
how  did  humans  evolve?  How  do  people  adapt  to  different
environments? How have societies developed and changed from
the ancient past to the present? Answers to these questions can
help us understand what it means to be human. They can also
help us to learn ways to meet the present-day needs of people all
over the  world and to plan how we might  live  in the  future.
Obviously  one  of  such  important  tasks  is,  best  possible
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education system, transformation of Knowledge and experience
from one generation to another  through best  possible means.
The  task  of  the  assignment  here  is  to  understand  the
Anthropological interest in Education. To explain the Education
system briefly  in  the  light  of  the saying of  the  Holly  prophet
Muhammad (PBUH)-Hadith, from authentic source like Bukhari
Sharif,  from  which  Islamic  viewpoint  will  be  discussed.
Anthropological explanations will be given mainly from books
given in the bibliography and quoted wherever it felt important. 

Introduction

Admission for Schools mean removing the child from his normal home
environment to a life,  which at  the best  is  artificial  or  to say formal
arranged  through  non-intimate  relations.  Modern  Educationists  are
trained  in  the  most  modern  scientific  techniques  for  imparting
knowledge  (techniques)  that  a  person can’t  learn  from his  family  or
social environment. Although the subjects taught are mostly based on
customs and traditions that are indigenous. As it happens, amongst us,
the greatest numbers of such basic and continuing customs are a part of
our religion, for it must be realized that Islam, like all other cotemporary
monotheistic religions, seeks to guide man in every aspect of life and
therefore  lays  down very  practical  principles  and  suggestions  for  its
followers. The religion of Islam try to dictate a vision, if faithfully and
properly used in spirit as well as in letter of law, may become a part of
life,  instead of something which is perhaps morally and intellectually
above the heads of the average person, or only for special occasions. 
While talking about education, Anthropologist are not only concerned
with  curriculum  of  the  native  societies  but  mainly  to  identify  the
adaptation of native culture to changed conditions. Anthropologist, claim
that native education can interpret society in a way which indicates what
innovations from outside can be assimilated by it, and where a sound
basis can be found for developments, that the anthropologists offer his
services to the policy makers.
We should recognize the contributions of the early Muslim scholars and
rulers  in  educating  native  populations  (which  they  subjugated  in  due
course  of  history).In  most  modern  societies,  these  Ulema  were  the
reformists or educationists of their times. These educationists (Ulema)
were  trained  in  specialized  institutions  with  most  scientific  skills  of
imparting  knowledge.  We  should  also  accept  its  importance  in  the
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transformation  process  of  simple  societies  toward  development  &
progress.
Anthropologists  are  mainly  interested  in  native  education  for  the
purpose to observe the part native value system through its traditional
training  mechanisms  for  youth  and  adolescents  in  various  social
ceremonies.  They observe  those  social  gatherings  and  the  role  those
ceremonies plays held on religious occasions in the adaptations of native
culture to changed conditions. Anthropologists claims that they through
their particular methods and tools can identify what innovations from
outside can be assimilated by small-scale  societies at  what  stage and
where  the  sound  basis  can  be  found  for  developments.  Various
ethnographies and field works are of great  importance in this regard.
Abu Qais the leader of the Rabia tribe, visited Madina and met the Holly
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) to make himself understand on behalf of
his  community,  after  a  short  stay  on  his  return  the  Holly  Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) said which means “go back to your community and
disseminate what you learnt here, inform them about the right way of
life”.1

It shows that how much conscious was the holly prophet (PBUH) on
such  issues  and  that  The  Prophet  Muhammad (PBUH)  opted  not  to
retain that human strength as it was need of the time but ordered them to
go  back  and  disseminate  what  they  learnt  in  their  respective  local
languages,  with  personal  experiences  and  through  local  educators.
Anthropology  takes  interest  to  show  where  these  new  and  changed
educational  institutions  cause  unnecessary  dislocation  in  the  native
family life due to involvement of their members in schools and how the
native  could  adjust  themselves  to  the  expected  new  family  roles  &
responsibilities in absence of its members (mostly young or children) at
home. 
Islam in its early days was also careful of the fact that local traditions,
values  and  ceremonies  play  vital  role  in  character  building  of  the
members in any nation. Especially the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) in
his early days was very much flexible on these issue as he is quoted as
saying which means “Knowledge come with learning and its better to
start from small basic issues rather than large philosophical matters’. He
(PBHU) is also been quoted as saying “Make knowledge easy for people
not complicated and learning must be in accordance with convenience of
the  people  and  availability  at  day  time  free  from  their  economic
activities”.2

1 Chapter 67, page 150, volume First of Bukhari Sharif (Urdu Translation)
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Anthropologist considers the following points while planning a native
education policy.

1. Minimize the inevitable breach, which the new education system
must make in the continuity of native life.

2. The type of education must be suited to the needs of a modern
native society.

3. The new value system to be introduced must adapt to the local
conditions.

1. Minimizing inevitable Breach

To minimize  the  inevitable  breach,  which  the  school  (Mosque)  must
make  in  the  continuity  of  native  life,  Anthropologist,  consider  the
following steps necessary.

a. The Subjects
Subjects should be students’ household activities, instructions in native
crafts,  native  traditions  and  their  obligations  to  relatives  within  and
outside the immediate family circle.

b. The Timing of the Education & Annual Calendar
It should be recognized according to the local needs because the school
trainings in obedience life regulations can’t serve the purpose of learning
community way of life.  These trainings are school specific and mold
their behavior only to adjust them with this new social setting. To learn
community life they must fulfill their daily duties from which they learn
life regulations & cooperation in native social environment. This may
take months in some cases like that in Arabian custom whereby boys are
sent to herd cattle at  distant  posts for months or in chitral  where the
same is practiced when they go on seasonal migration (Ghari) in search
of posture for their cattle. But even then it is possible to arrange coursed
in accordance with local available time schedule and seasonal calendar
to save early age drop outs from schools.

c. Instructions in Native crafts
It can be seen that after a specified period drop outs increase which may
be  due  to  incompatibility  of  the  education  system  to  recognize  the
changing role of its pupil in the society. It means that the child grows up
in these institutions actually lack in skill or knowledge which is essential

2Chapter 53, Hadith No. 68,69, page 143, volume First of Bukhari Sharif (Urdu Translation)
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to his participation in the adult life of his village, so he prefer to leave
education & learn economic skills of earning. Therefore instructions in
native crafts is essential to be a part  of curriculum at  a certain stage
although  it  will  serve  them  partially  against  their  previous  practice
where father was training his son & mother her daughters. The missing
element remain is the attached respect foe elder of his or her superior
knowledge.

d. Importance of Ceremonies
In  native  life  ceremonies  are  an  important  events  of  learning  social
obligations, role & responsibilities. From these ceremonies they become
equipped with how to behave at certain occasions, how to respond to
certain relatives, how to regulate kinship relations and behavior to be
adopted at  death  related  ceremonial  practices.  Educational  authorities
should realize its importance & allow native students to participate in
these events so that they become compatible with old social environment
having new skills. It will help them to fulfill traditional demands & thus
the  dignity  of  their  elders  will  remain  intact.  They  will  not  feel
threatened  by  this  new  institution  in  terms  of  their  social  prestige
attached to these ceremonies. Some time this special relaxation may be
costly enough to be allowed for, like the traditional funeral compulsions
on  close  relative  in  funeral  services  of  Pukhtoon,  when  they  were
required  to  be  setting  for  forty  days  not  doing  any  thing  else  but
receiving  guests  only  coming  for  condolence.  But  even  than  a
compromise can be made as it happened in urban Pukhtoon life when
the mourning compulsion on a son as student or in service is decreased
to first 3 days only.

e. Initiation Rites & Sex Regulation Behaviors
In  simple  societies  initiation  Rites  were  also  an  important  factor  for
training its members with changing biological features & body structure.
They  were  secluded  from  opposite  sex  in  this  period  strictly  and
demanded to learn how to behave now being adults specifying their new
roles & responsibilities. It also covered such subjects as the care of the
wife during pregnancy.
Anthropologists suggest that while planning education policy for native
communities all these element s must be considered & at a certain stage
of  education  the  students  must  be  provided  alternate  source  of
information & environment. 
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In Tanganyika, Africa, it was practiced through inviting tribal elders to
come regularly on certain stage to school & teach the specific age group
students these relevant traditions. 
In Pakistan the same practice can be observed in our education policy
which demands the seclusion of boys & girls at a certain stage of their
education  life  where  from  class  6th  to  12th  separate  educational
infrastructure  works  parallel  for  both  male  & female  students.  Their
courses are planned in a way to teach them biological changes in human
body and its social responses in our own normative structure. They are
also informed about their new responsibilities (directly or indirectly).

2. Type of Education

Education has two aspects of  importance or we could say it  has two
basic  components,  first  imparting  a  body  of  knowledge,  and  second
inculcation  of  a  sense  of  values.  In  modern  societies  the  purpose  of
education is to fit pupil for life and to increases the potential value of his
existence both to the community and himself. To meet this requirement
anthropologists consider it compulsory while planning education policy
to consider the needs of community in general not caring for a special
class. This type of education in their view must be suited to the needs of
a modern native society. 

a. Technical Education
The  prevailing  general  education  provide  only  a  minority  the
opportunity  to  acquire  the  standard  level  of  intelligence  to  inter
administrative & intellectual jobs & earn in response social prestige &
Large income for personal usages. It is necessary that while planning
native education policy special emphasis should be mad e on training
native students in local skills proving them opportunities to make their
village profitable & discourage leaving home Towns in search of profits.
The course contents must have a demonstrable bearing on the needs of
village  life.  Teaching  agriculture  must  be  through  the  knowledge  of
native methods because they are best suited to the local soils & climate.
New introduction must be in accordance with local demands whether
they would be practicable with the existing native appliances & means
of cooperation or not. It should encourage developing & upgrading local
techniques  &  ideas  rather  imparting  totally  new  tools  &
techniques.Handicrafts could also be taught of a type for which there
would  be  a  demand  in  a  village  whose  standard  of  living  was
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rising.Tailoring, carpentry & other skills could be taught attaching to it
the concept of health & hygiene.

b. Literary Education
For  this  it  is  essential  to  provide  training  in  Reading,  Writing  and
Learning (3 R’s) as well as training in the official language of the native
community  if  any.  For  literary  education  applied  anthropologists
suggests following points.
Official language should be taught only as foreign language to facilitate
him to communicate with others.English literature/ Literature of foreign
language  should  not  be  encouraged  but  local  literature  should  be
developed in that particular language.Minority group trying to compete
international standard are not the concern of anthropologists and should
not highjack the native education policy to serve the minority exploiting
majority resources.
Value  system  attached  to  education  policy  should  be  indigenous
according  to  local  requirements.  Sex  related  values  (religious/incest
taboos/family  structure/Marriage  priorities)  and  Economic  values
(Communistic  /Individualistic,  Cooperative/Competitive)  must  be  in
accordance with local social environment & prevailing culture.Mutual
responsibility  for  disabled,  children  and  old  age  communities  are
fulfilled in native life through kinship relationship as compare to our
state  responsibilities.  It  is  therefore  necessary  while  planning  native
education  policy  to  keep  in  mind  that  this  value  system should  not
breakup and if necessary replacement must be considered by some other
locally  acceptable  social  welfare  mechanism  for  these  marginalized
groups.

c. Islamic Injunctions on Native Education
Now keeping in view when we look into the Islamic teachings especially
the era of the Holy Prophet  Muhammad (PBUH), we observe a very
much scientific approach in his way of intervention to the local customs
and  traditions.  He  declared  all  knowledgeable  people  responsible  to
inform those who got no access to the original  source of Knowledge
“The present must inform the absent about the message (Holly Quran)”3.
He utilized the prisoners of war for education purposes and declared it
obligatory for the Prisoners of War (POWs) to educate 10 Muslims if
they want to be released from imprisonment. His way of teaching was
with  day-to-day  examples  and  was  always  quoting  commonly
understandable examples to make his followers understand the issue. He

3 Chapter 54, Hadith No 70, page 143, volume First of Bukhari Sharif (Urdu Translation)
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always put examples of local products and common things as examples.
The Holly Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) promoted the idea of learning
and laid great stress on it as once he said which means “two types of
people can be of due importance as role models one those who have
wealth and they spend it for Allah, and second, those who are bestowed
with knowledge from God and they decide accordingly and disseminates
it to others’.4 The Holly Prophet Muhammad stressed great importance
on Education, not only its learning for self-benefits but also to inform
others about it. He (PBUH) said once as quoted that means “I am like a
rainfall water and among you the learners there are three types of lands,
one  those  who  absorb  water  and  become  green,  second  those  who
preserve it  and serve others with this water, and third those who are
unable to absorb nor they can serve others with this water (knowledge)’’5

The prophet also is quoted at various places that to stress an issue the
matter may be discussed repeatedly and he practiced it himself (PBUH)
while in discussions with Suhabah6 on important matters. The prophet
(PBUH) also give equal importance to female education and is quoted at
various occasions stressing need of education for all, he even stressed on
education for slave women and advised Muslims to teach Islam to their
slave women with its later and spirit.7 The prophet has also been quoted
as asking for writing of the important issues and in Bukhari sharif this is
referred to two occasions once at last Sermon and second on His death
bed  when  He  asked  for  writing  His  important  notes  for  Muslims
(although the second could not materialized due to some conflict among
Suhaba with Umar on the issue as he was not  agreed to this writing
claim Quran as sufficient for guidance of Muslims).8

Conclusion

To  sum  up  the  Holly  Prophet  Muhammad  (PBUH),  was  aimed  at
bringing about a total change in the life of Arab society: its values and
standards, its sense of purpose, its practices and its whole direction. The
Prophet (PBUH), in effect, told His towns people that they would have
to change the whole set-up of their society if they wished to win Allah’s

4 Chapter 57, Hadith No 73, page 145, volume First of Bukhari Sharif (Urdu Translation)

5 Chapter 62, Hadith No 79, page 147, volume First of Bukhari Sharif (Urdu Translation)

6 Chapter 72, Hadith No 94,95, page 153, volume First of Bukhari Sharif (Urdu Translation)

7 Chapter 84, Hadith No 97,  page 153, volume First of Bukhari Sharif (Urdu Translation)

8 Chapter 81, Hadith No 114, page 159, volume First of Bukhari Sharif (Urdu Translation)
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pleasure. His (PBUH) first address at Alsafa, to His kinfolks and putting
locally understandable examples, and putting clear words of making His
kin understand the message, shows the direction of His teachings and
skills and techniques He adopted for spreading knowledge of his true
faith in GOD. He (PBUH) declared local Community Centers (Mosques)
as  centers  of  knowledge,  learning  centers  and  managed  to  diverge
Muslims into celebrations of festivals (Eidain) more than thematically
than the older one they practiced before. Mosques than become centers
of learning for Muslims and are still have their important role in political
consciousness of Muslim civil societies. To sum up we can say that the
system of education adopted by Anthropologist  for training of Native
communities is exactly the derivation from the messages they learned
from the life of the Holly Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), the concept of
Ummah (cooperation not Competition), given by our Prophet (PBUH),
is now been realized as the right strategy which must accompany our
educational system if, any society of the world wants to develop on a
prosperous direction.
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