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Abstract

The  paper  provides  a  brief  introduction  to  a  few  important
Agreements negotiated between British Rulers in India and Afghan
Dynasties,  and discusses the British imperialists'  motives behind
these agreements. The nature of analysis is descriptive and data
used is based on re-analyzing the literature and archives available
on the topic. Library method is used with desk research pattern.
The period is known as Age of British Imperialism.  Afghanistan
has experienced on its soil the presence of all of the super powers
of the world, albeit directly or indirectly, in the last three centuries
ranging from Iran, France, Germany, Russia and Great Britain to
present day America. Writings on Imperialism, either Russian or
British, could not be summed up unless and until they include the
historical  events  that  happened  in  or  about  Afghanistan.  This
paper, which will cover an important aspect of British imperialism,
assesses its treaties with Afghanistan. The history of Afghanistan,
especially in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, is full of such
agreements  with  world  powers  including  the  many  treaties  they
entered into with the British royal powers of India. This paper will
focus on a few strategically important and historically trend-setting
treaties of Afghanistan and British India signed from 1803 to 1921
A.D.   

Introduction

The History of Afghanistan, when studied in depth, is full of alliances
made and alliances broken. The quest for power among influential tribal
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chiefs  internally, and  the  world  giants'  struggle  for  influence  on  the
country  like  that  of  Iran,  France,  Germany, Russia  and British  India
externally,  are  the  two  important  elements  whenever  the  history  of
Afghanistan is explored especially for the period under discussion here.
This paper will elaborate on six of such treaties, the parties involved and
nature or status of involvement, interests and benefits of the parties and
its impact on future course of actions in history. 

Brief History of the Anglo-Afghan Relations

The British interest or access started in the country immediately after the
death of Ahmad Shah Abdali when his son Taimur Shah sworn in as the
new king of Afghanistan. The assassination attempt on the King at Qila
Balahisar  (Forte)  Peshawar,  and  Sikh  Advancements  on  Dera  Ismail
Khan  towards  the  North  West  Frontier  Province  were  the  first
indications  of  future  foreign  influences  in  Afghan  Affairs  from  its
Southern-Eastern Borders. Later, in 1803, when the British East India
Company  took  Delhi,  on  the  Afghan  side  at  the  same  year  Shah
Mehmood  son  of  Taimur  Shah  was  dethroned  by  his  brother  Shah
Shujah.  In  the  meanwhile,  the  government  of  India,  after  the
establishment  of  its  government  at  Delhi,  felt  strong  fears  vis-à-vis
Napoleon’s invasion of India via Afghanistan with the help of Alexander
of Russia. 
In an attempt to abort such actions by Napoleon, the British government
decided to establish cordial  relations with Shah Shuja of Afghanistan
and deputed  Mount  Stuart  Elphinstone  to  negotiate  with  the  Durrani
King, held at Peshawar in 1809 during which a treaty between the two
parties was signed. It was the first interaction of the British government
with  the  Afghans.  Both  states  promised  friendly  relations  with  each
other  and the British government  tried to  secure  its  northern borders
from Russian planes of invasion. The Second important treaty between
the two government was negotiated in 1838-39, a tri-partite agreement
between Sikhs, Afghan (Shah Shujah as king in exile) and the British
government.  In  this  agreement,  the  British  first  decided  to  invade
Afghanistan  to  dethrone  Amir  Dost  Muhammad  Khan  and  install  a
friendly government of Shah Shuja in place. This later proved to be a big
blunder on the part of the British government and a wrong estimation of
the  Afghans  by  Auckland,  for  which  the  British  government  paid  a
heavy price. 
During the reign of Amir Dost Muhammad Khan, several agreements
were made e.g.  the  annexation of  the  Qandahar  agreement  1855,  the
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1857 agreement of John Lawrence with Amir Dost Muhammad Khan at
Jamrud in January according to which the Amir’s claim on Herat was
accepted but Peshawar was refused, to be declined by British claims. 
The third important Agreement between the British government and the
puppet ruler of Afghanistan was signed in 1879 at Gandamak, which is
in history known as the Treaty of Gandamak. According to the treaty,
Afghanistan almost  all  became a British colony, with the Amir as its
Mayor.  Foreign  relation  rights  of  Afghanistan  according  to  the
agreement were seized to be exercised by any Afghan ruler with any
foreign nation. It was the most important element of the treaty. 
The fourth important treaty to be discussed here is that of Amir Abdur
Rehman with the British government, especially the Durand Line Treaty
of  1893,  which  has  historical  significance  in  explaining  British
imperialism. In 1905, Amir Habibullah signed a treaty with the British
government  that  was almost  the  same as  that  which  his  father  Amir
Abdur Rehman signed in the 1890s. 
The last important treaty I will discuss is that of King Amanullah with
the British government in 1919 and 1921 that released Afghanistan from
British restrictions on its foreign affairs and made Afghanistan a modern
and sovereign country, with all rights of exercising its powers in internal
and external affairs independently. 
This brief paper will cover only six treaties of historical importance. The
discussion of the treaties will include the prevailing internal and external
conditions of the time when treaty was signed; the level of interaction
between the two parties; the text of the treaty as important to understand
British expansion of its imperial motives; and its benefits for the two
partners.

1. Treaty of 1809 (Alliance against Napoleon and Alexander)

From 1791 the Sikhs started to march toward the North West of India
starting from Dera Ismail Khan and Dera Ghazi Khan, to capture Sindh
and Peshawar at the time of Tiamur Shah, King of Kabul. In 1803, after
many descendents of Ahmad Shah Durrani had succeeded each other,
Shah Shuja came to power, replacing Shah Zaman. From 1803 to 1809
Shah  Shuja  ruled  an  Afghanistan  that  had  suffered  sadly  from these
dynastic struggles. His reign continued to be uneasy, being plagued by
incipient revolts and court intrigues. Sher Muhammad was able in 1808
to  instal  Kaisser  Mirza  on  the  throne  when Shah Shujah  was  on  an
expedition in Sindh but was able to regain his power on his return. On
the other hand, on the external front, Shah Shuja was faced with another
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grown power, that of the East India Company, which arrived in the sub-
continent  for commercial  and trade objectives but  was able,  after  the
death of Mir Kasim in 1764, to wrest control of India from its capital
Delhi. 
The British in India, from the very beginning, after hearing the stories of
Afghan bravery, were reluctant to extend their borders into Central Asia
but they were faced with French expansionism which compelled them to
establish some influence in  the  area  to  safeguard their  territory from
French  revolutionary  forces.1They  sent  their  envoy  Captain  John
Malcolm in 1800 to Iran to sign two treaties with the Iranians not to
allow the French forces to attack India from Iranian soil. A short time
after the conclusion of the Anglo-Persian treaty, a mission headed by
Mount Stuart Elphinstone reached Shah Shujah’s winter court in the city
of Peshawar. Shah Shuja was willing to negotiate with these strangers of
whose power he had heard.2 Shah was presented with beautiful  gifts,
including full-length mirrors, and gold embroidered overcoats as well as
a phonograph.3 All these were presented on behalf of King George III of
England. The British wished to sign a defensive pact with Afghanistan
against a possible attack on India by Napoleon Bonaparte. They warned
the Shah that Napoleon really wanted to attack India with the help of
Persia, as well as that of Russia. The plan, of course, was to occupy
Afghanistan, with Persia in control of both Herat and Kandahar. Thus
Shah  Shujah  concluded  a  treaty  on  July  17th 1809  with  the  British
representative at Peshawar according to which he was suppose to oppose
any French move to attack India.  In response the British would extend
all possible aid in such an eventuality. The treaty at that time seemed
meaningless as the same year, in the spring of 1809, Fateh Khan, along
with  Mahmud  (the  dethroned  King)  captured  Kandahar  and  moved
toward  Kabul.  Shah,  who  at  the  time  was  in  the  winter  capital  at
Peshawar, hastily marched through the Khyber and met the rebel forces
near Gandamak. But he was defeated and Shuja fled to India where he
sought asylum at Ludhiana till 1839. 

Level of Intervention between the two Parties

1 Arnold Fletcher, Afghanistan-Highway of Conquest (Ithaca, N.Y., Cornell University Press, 
1965),]], p.72.

2 Ibid. p.675.

3 Syed Rashtia Qasim, Between two Giants: Political History of Afghanistan in Nineteenth 
Century (Lahore, 1990),p. 38.
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For this treaty King Shah Shuja,  the highest  state official,  personally
represented Afghanistan (but he was a weak state head, a fact proved just
after the treaty was signed as he was dethroned), while on the British
side India was represented by a well-prepared envoy Mr. Mount Stuart
Elphinstone, on behalf of Lord Minto, Governor General of India. The
representative symbolically conveyed the image of a representative of
George III of England as the gifts given to Shah were inscribed George
III. Elphinstone is considered to have been one of the brightest stars in
the galaxy of nineteenth-century British Indian officialdom, the author
of a well reputed book named Account of the Kingdom of Kaboul.4

Comments on the Treaty

The text of the treaty is important to any understanding of the British
expansion for their imperial motives. The treaty includes three points,
each giving an edge to British India. 
The  first  point,  as  stated  in  the  agreement,  was  that  the  British
representative convinced the Afghan King that  the French and Qajars
were preparing to invade Afghanistan, which was also a future threat for
British India. So the Afghan Kingdom must make every effort to stop
them with all possible means. The second point stated that the British
would provide financial and military assistance to the Afghan kingdom
only if they were attacked, a presumed threat. The third point made it
compulsory for the Afghan Kingdom not to allow any French on their
soil, thus making it clear that both states were from now onward forming
an  alliance  against  such  forces.  The  agreement  also  stated  not  to
interfere in each other’s internal affairs. However conditions for such an
agreement were imposed only on the Afghan King while the British had
no obligation or liability in this agreement. 

Benefits for the two partners

Although  the  agreement  seemed  to  be  a  treaty  on  equal  basis,  the
immediate benefit from the treaty was directly for British India because
the Afghan Kingdom was so far not threatened directly by French forces.
It was only after this treaty that the Afghans became direct opponents of
the French and thus their allies at the Afghan border, the Iranians. The
treaty also dissuaded Afghanistan from forming an alliance with Persia,
Russia  or  France.  The  Agreement  made  British  India  safe  from any
invasion by the French directly or indirectly. Afghan soil thus became a

4 Arnold Fletcher, Afghanistan-Highway of Conquest, p.5.
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buffer  zone  between  the  two  great  powers.  The  only  benefit  to  the
Afghan King was personal in nature as just after the agreement he was
compelled  to  leave  the  country  of  Gandamak by  the  forces  of  Shah
Mehmood,  He  was  granted  asylum  at  Ludhiana,  India.  The  treaty
worked as the first foray of British India into Afghan politics and state
affairs,  which they fully utilized later on although they suffered a lot
from their engagements in Afghanistan. 

2. Treaty of 1838-39 (Tripartite Agreement)

Afghanistan was under the rule of Amir Dost Muhammad Khan, the first
king from the Muhammadzai tribe. He was facing stiff resistance from
Shah Shuja who attacked several times to capture Qandahar. Shah Shuja
was indirectly assisted by British India as he was operating from that
soil. But Ranjit Singh of the Punjab was more directly involved in the
whole  affair.  In  1826,  when  Amir  Dost  Muhammad  Khan  came  to
power,  he  banned  the  consumption  of  wine;  imposing  penalties  on
wine…He convened a religious meeting in which he was proclaimed the
Amir of Kabul.5 He thus became an Amir - not a king, and rearranged
his legitimacy of Kingdom based on Islamic Ideology, not on traditional
ethnic grounds although he claimed the support of the Muhammadzai
people. His major revenues were in the name of Islam: externally his
fight against the Sikhs was in the name of Jihad, having got a Fatwa for
it  from the Religious  Scholars  of  the  time.  Further,  Afghanistan was
divided among several brothers of the Barakzai tribe. Dost Muhammad
was  holding  Kabul  only  under  his  rule.  While  Herat  was  ruled  by
Kamran  Khan  (the  last  ruler  of  Muhammadzai),  other  brothers  held
Qandahar, Ghazni,  Peshawar, Hashtanagar, Kohat  and Kashmir in the
South. Balkh fell to the Mangit Turks, Sindh to the Talpur, Baluchistan
to the local khans and Sikhs were powerful in the Punjab.6 Externally
when  Auckland  was  chosen  as  Governor-General  of  British  India
(1836),  Shah Shujah appealed  to  him in a  welcoming letter  for  help
against the Punjab and Persia. He was refused on the grounds that the
British were unable to interfere in the affairs of independent states.7.Dost
Muhammad sought to ease the tension with Persia and opted to look to
Russia  for  help.  Different  events  like  the  promotion  of  British

5 Abdul Ali Arghandawi, British Imperialism and Afghanistan’s Struggle for Independence 1914-
21 (New Dehli: Munshiram Manoharial Publishers, 1989), p.28.

6 Muhammad Anwar Khan, 'Age of Imperialism, Journal of Central Asia (Area Study Centre 
(Russia, China & Central Asia, University of Peshawar), issue No 52, p.9.

7 Ibid.  p.15.
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Russophobe Dr. John Mc Neil as envoy at Persia (1836), Burnes reports
of  Kabul  falling  to  Russia  and  Russian  control  over  Central  Asian
Market,  different  writings  and  speeches  in  Great  Britain  emerged
marking England as prone to French phobia.8 When, in 1837-38, Persia
invaded Herat, the Russian ambassador visited Afghanistan. The British
ambassador to Persia left in protest. Conditions become worse for Dost
Muhammad  Khan  as  well  as  for  British  themselves.  The  Manifesto
(Oct.1838) presented by Auckland claiming Shah Shuja to be the right
option  for  British  India,  Ranjit  Singh’s  preference  for  Amir  Dost
Muhammad, Persian moves and Russian intentions all seemed valid. The
British had no choice left but to replace Dost Muhammad by Shah Shuja
(a pensioner  since 1816 at  Ludhiana).  Auckland received instructions
bypassing the prescribed official channel for use of force. He was left
with no choice but a joint Shuja-Ranjit  debut in Kabul. The tripartite
treaty was worked out in June 1838 at Lahore with Shuja and Ranjit.9 So
these were the external  conditions  of  the  time when the treaty under
discussion was signed.

The level of interaction between the Parties

The treaty was signed on behalf of Afghanistan by a dethroned King,
having no legal status for signing such treaties on behalf of a state in
which he resided. Nor had he any authority. The Second signatory was
Ranjit Singh, who on his part was playing according to the instructions
of the British Governor-General because he himself had no direct fears
except  the  greed  of  gaining  legitimacy  over  Peshawar  and  Lahore
through  this  agreement.  The  third  was  British  India,  which  was
represented by W. H. Macnaughten, Secretary to the Governor- General
of India. According to the agreement, the status of British India was as a
guarantor.  Stating  in  manifesto  that  His  Highness  (Auckland)  WAS
guaranteed his present possessions, he bound himself to cooperate for
the restoration of the Shah to the throne of his ancestors.10 

Text of the treaty

The text of the treaty is important to understand the British expansion of
its imperialist  motives. According to the new additions, the claims of

8Ibid.  p.11.

9 Ibid. p.17.

10 Abdul A. Arghandawi, British Imperialism and Afghans' Struggle for Independence.p.321.
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Afghanistan on territory under Ranjit Singh were totally abolished. The
role of Ranjit  Singh in any war against Amir Dost Muhammad Khan
inside Afghanistan was minimized if not abolished; the Shah was also
made bound to assist militarily the Sikh Maharaja at the time of request
with an army headed by a Principal Staff officer of Kabul. The third new
amendment was to declare the friends and enemies of all three states as
common and shared.  According to  the  agreement,  the  deployment  of
Sikh troops in Afghanistan for the assistance of the Shah was accepted
but only if required. The last new point was the most humiliating point
for the Afghans. The Afghan de-facto King bound himself not to seek
any sort  of  relations  with  any foreign  state  without  prior  permission
from British and Sikh governments in advance. It was signed on June
26th 1838 at Lahore and was ratified by the British Governor-General of
India at Simla on the 23rd day of July the same year. 

Benefits for the Partners

According  to  the  treaty  and  Auckland’s  Manifesto,  Shah  Shuja  was
accredited as the legitimate King of Afghanistan at Qandahar in a big
public ceremony with the support of the British Army that had entered
Afghanistan. Historically, it was later to be remembered as 'Auckland’s
folly'  because  later,  in  1843,  the  British  forces  were  humiliated  and
forced  to  leave  Afghanistan.  Shah  Shuja  was  killed.  The  basis  or
presumptions on the basis of which the treaty and act were actualized
lost their legitimacy prior to the raid on Afghanistan because Persia left
Herat  prior to the attack in accordance with their  understanding with
Amir  Dost  Muhammad.  The  British  later  realized  that  Amir  Dost
Muhammad’s plea for Peshawar was directly against that of Ranjit Singh
and he was restored or facilitated in restoration. The treaty benefited in a
real sense the Sikhs, who were declared the legitimate heirs of the land
under their possession including Peshawar and Lahore. The results of the
treaty among others were that for the first  time British forces entered
Afghan territory although this stay was for  a  shorter  period and was
accompanied  by  heavy  human  losses.  But  later  they  managed  to
influence the Afghan rulers and remained the sole foreign policy makers
of the country for decades.

Comments on the Treaty

Prior to this, a treaty was signed between the Maha Raja and Shah Shuja
in  1832,  according  to  which  the  Shah  was  supposed  to  conquer
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Qandahar by the year 1836, this he couldn't do. That agreement after
annexation was declared cancelled and replaced with a new treaty. The
old treaty had fourteen articles while the new treaty contained four new
articles as well as changes to some of the old. The new treaty included a
preamble,  sixteen  articles  and  a  conclusion.  The  treaty  stated  in  its
opening that  the “treaty of Alliance and Friendship executed between
Maharaja  Ranjeet  Singh  and  Shah  Sooja-ool-moolk,  with  the
Approbation of, and in Concert with the British Government”.11

3. Treaty of 1879 (Gandamak Treaty)

After  months  of  chaos  in  Kabul,  Muhammad  Akbar  secured  local
control, and, in April 1843, his father Dost Muhammad returned to the
throne  of  Afghanistan  with  the  approval  of  British  India.  In  the
following  decade,  Dost  Muhammad  concentrated  his  efforts  on  re-
conquering  Mazare-Sharif,  Kondouz,  Badakhshan,  and  Qandahar.
During the Second Anglo-Sikh War, in 1848-49, Dost Muhammad’s last
effort  to take Peshawar failed.  In  1854 the British were interested in
resuming relations with Dost Muhammad, whom they had more or less
ignored since 1842. In the period immediately preceding the outbreak of
the  Crimean  War,  British  officials  in  India,  though  they  had  no
immediate  concerns  for  Russian  involvement,  thought  to  make
Afghanistan  a  barrier  to  block  Russian  penetration  across  the  Amu
Darya (Oxis River). Dost Muhammad agreed, apparently perceiving the
utility of British backing against the Russians and even the Iranians, to
whom the independent rulers of Herat always turned for support against
re-absorption into the Afghan Kingdom. In 1855 the Treaty of Peshawar
reopened  diplomatic  relations,  proclaimed  respect  for  each  sides’
territorial integrity, and committed each to be the friends of each other’s
friends and the enemies of each other’s enemies. The treaty was signed
on March 30th, 1855, by Prince Ghulam Haider with British Governor of
Punjab  Sir  John  Lawrence  in  exchange  for  British  acceptance  of
Kandahar's annexation to Afghanistan. This treaty was based on three
points,  one  being  discussed  as  mutual  trust,  the  other  two,  first
friendship and continual friendship between the two countries and the
second mutual respect for each others’ existing boundaries. The treaty
not only made all claims of the Afghans on its previous provinces like
Indus  and  Punjab  including  Peshawar  invalid  but  also  they  lost  the
political independence of their country. In 1856, news of a mutiny in

11 Syed Rashtia Qasim, Between two Giants: Political History of Afghanistan in Nineteenth 
Century, p.431.
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British Indias army was heard in Afghanistan. The local leadership tried
to  convince  the  Amir  to  attack  British  India  in  an  attempt  to  regain
Peshawar by all possible means but the Amir refrained from making any
such move, opting to negotiate with the British Indian government on
the issue of Herat and Peshawar. In October 1856, the Iranians seized
Herat, were attacked by British forces and heart was regained in three
months of brief war. This was a breach of the Anglo-Persian Agreement
of 1841 and resulted in further  anxiety for  British India.  The British
accepted the Amir’s proposals in principal and accepted their claims on
Herat while refusing Peshawar. This new treaty, which was signed by
Lord Lawrence and Amir Dost Muhammad at Jamrud in January 1857,12

was  an  amendment  to  the  1855  treaty  according  to  which  British
military missions were permitted to go to Qandahar (but not to Kabul)
and to provide subsidy to the Amir during the conflict with the Persians.
The Amir never violated the agreement, nor did he attempt to regain the
Pukhtoon areas in the 1857 internal instability of British India when they
were weak in the Punjab in terms of the military.13In the memorandum
of  the  agreement  the  British  governor  General  of  India  states:  “The
British would never again intervene in Afghan internal affairs or send
any army across its borders unless Heratt was besieged, and then only
with Afghan consent.14 The treaty addressed three main issues: first, the
British promised Afghanistan to regain Herat, providence of ammunition
and  financial  help;  second,  Amir  permitted  British  representatives  in
Kabul,  Qandahar  and  Balkh;  they  were  allowed  free  mobility  in
Afghanistan if the Afghan Army wass present; third, when the war with
Persia ended the British would leave the country and so the financial aid
ceased.  The  British  request  for  a  permanent  representative  at  Amir’s
court was accepted with the condition that he must be a Muslim. 15Thus
Amir Dost Muhammad made every effort to regain almost all areas of
Afghanistan. He died in 1863. 
Although Sher  Ali  was  his  proclaimed successor  (his  third Son)  and
sworn  in  as  King  at  Kabul  in  1863,  eliminating  his  rivals,  he  went
unrecognized by British India. He faced stiff resistance from his brother,
Muhammad Afzal (whose troops were led by his son, Abdur Rehman)
until 1868. British India recognized him in 1869 and he was invited to
meet Lord Mayo in Ambaila, India. Amir Sher Ali visited Ambaila and

12 Ibid. p.431.

13 Ibid

14 Ibid

15 Ibid.p.213.
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was warmly received but in the end the Amir remained convinced that
British India  was not  ready to sign any legal,  internationally  binding
agreements  with  him.  Nor  did  he  insist  on  this  any  more.  Abdur
Rehman,  his  main  rival  who  was  at  Bukhara  under  Russian
administration and was giving stiff resistance at home to him, threatened
Sher Ali. Amir Sher Ali wanted his son Abdullah Jan to be accepted as
Crown Prince and as his successor by the British. He also hoped that
British India would release the subsidies promised to his father, as he
was his father's legitimate heir. The British, who had earlier refused the
same demands, this time, accepted them and Sher Ali was recognized
through a letter in November 1869. 
Internally  Sher  Ali  had  ample  opportunity  to  institute  progressive
reforms programs.  Although implementation  was  partially  successful,
the Amir founded a system of civil and military schools, the first regular
newspaper  in  Afghanistan,  established  new  towns,  and  built  several
factories and large public buildings. He also introduced postal services
and organized and kept a regular national army although not very much
under unified command but having a uniform dress. He expelled all the
problematic  people  from  his  country  not  killing  them  as  tradition
demanded. His reign as a single monarch ruled most of Afghanistan until
the  late  nineteenth  century  when  his  rule  was  threatened,  this  time
externally from the Russians to compel them for an agreement.16 
On the external fronts in Central Asia, the Russians subjugated all three
states with in a short period of twenty years, i.e. Bukhara, Khiva and
Kokand, thus reaching the Indian borders at Wakhan Afghanistan in the
eighth decade of nineteenth century. The Amir requested British India to
assist him to avert the Russians planes as small skirmishes had already
started  and  a  brief  area  was  already  claimed  by  Russia  inside
Afghanistan,  through  its  sponsor  the  Turkeman  government.  British
India never responded to that demand, nor were they in a position to do
so because they feared a Russian response, to interrupt in the Ottoman
empire  with  whom  they  had  better  relations.  They  also  feared  the
Russian placement of Navy in the Black Sea that could hinder the free
passage  of  British  goods  to  India  as  the  Suez  Canal  had  opened  in
1869.17British India established relations with Yaqub Beg of Kashgaria,
an  area  claimed by  China.  The  establishment  of  this  relationship  by
British India was a threat to both Russian and Chinese interests directly.
China put  Kashgaria again under its  domain while Yaqub killed with

16 Ibid. pp.277-79.

17 Muhammad Anwar Khan, 'Age of Imperialism', p.26.
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Russian assistance. To minimize the Russian threat, British India made it
possible to settle land disputes between Russia and Afghanistan in 1873
in the Wakhan region creating a buffer zone beween Russia and itself. 
Prior to this, the British also facilitated Persia and Afghanistan to settle
the Seistan Boundary dispute to avert any exploitation of the issue by the
Russians for invasion of the area.18 Seeing the environment as crucial at
both fronts, the Afghan ruler tried his level best to remain neutral in the
affairs of Russia and British India. In 1877, on the Serbian issue, Russia
attacked Turkey. England being an ally of Turkey, planned to be engaged
in British India. Russia started their preparations for this in 1878.19They
sent a Russian envoy to negotiate and force Amir Sher Ali to enter into
an offensive-defensive treaty between the two countries, against British
India.  The British  also sent  a  mission  in  the  meanwhile  to  convince
Afghanistan  not  to  become  party  to  any  such  treaty.  The  British
delegation also protested on the arrival of the Russian Delegation. Then,
in 1877,  in Peshawar  a conference was held to renew the agreement
between  the  two  states,  the  British  insisting  on  the  appointment  of
British nationals in Afghanistan according to the new agreement, which
Amir Sher Ali’s representative denied. Then another event occurred. The
British  mission,  with  an  army  of  250,  tried  to  enter  Afghanistan  to
convince  the  Amir  to  obey  British  orders  or  face  war.   Entrance  to
Afghanistan was blocked at Peshawar (21st Sep, 1878). This was taken
as a national insult b British India which decided to retaliate with a war
on Afghanistan. As a formality, the Amir was asked for an apology over
the event but he refused and appointed Yaqub (who was in jail at that
time) in charge of the affairs at Kabul.  He left for Russian Turkestan to
get  access  to  the  European  community  for  assistance  against  British
India, the British invaded on November 20, 1879. The Russian problems
of Balkan settled in the meanwhile, refused Amir Sher Ali entry and, on
his return to Kabul he died on February 21, 1879 at Mazari Sharif during
the second Afghan war, from natural causes. His son Yaqub anxiously
tried to negotiate with British India to be accepted as ruler. But British
India, due to the famine in India, was not in a position to afford huge
expenses  on  military  expeditions.  Afghanistan  agreed  to  recognize
Yaqub as the legitimate king if he agreed to the British terms. Yaqub
accepted and signed at Gandamak on May 26, 1879.20 

18 Ibid. p.27.

19 Ibid.p.34.

20 Arnold Fletcher, Afghanistan-Highway of Conquest,pp.131-33.
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The level of interaction between the Parties

History repeated it self, in that a treaty which his father and grandfather
had denied was signed on behalf of Afghanistan by a fabricated King
under intense pressure and the shadow of imperial guns. He had no legal
status for signing such treaties according to which the sovereignty and
authority  were  snatched  from  Afghanistan.  Yaqub  Khan  was
accompanied by his Prime Minister Habibullah, the army commander
General  Daud Shah,  and by his chief  secretary Muhammad Nabi and
three uncles. Yaqub met with the British leaders, General Sam Brown,
General  Neville Chamberlain,  and Sir  Louis Cavagnari (Major P.L.N.
Cavagnari, the person to whom British government assigned the task to
enter  Afghanistan  forcefully).  Major  Cavagnari  signed  on  behalf  of
British India. According to the agreement, the status of the major was of
an official representative of British India while Yaqub was mentioned in
the treaty as the King of Afghanistan, but was referred to as a 'servant'.

Comments on the Treaty

The treaty, which included eleven main points, was totally a one-sided
written treaty, which made for it compulsions and relaxations. The Amir
seemed only to rubber stamp the treaty because there was no mention of
any  guarantee  for  the  Afghan  state  nor  any  solid  demand  met  by
Afghanistan.  The  treaty  only  said:  “Peace  and  friendship  shall  be
established between the two countries”: all the rest of the terms written
and  signed  in  the  treaty  made  Afghanistan  subordinate  to  British
India.21According to the treaty, strategic areas like Sibbi, Sialkot, Quetta,
Kurram, Khyber, and Landi Kotal were all declared as British regions
although some of them for a temporary period. The treaty compelled the
Afghan  government  to  keep  its  Michini  and  Khyber  Pass  open  for
British India. The payment made to the Amir was half of that previously
promised, Six lakhs Rupees annually as subsidy but on the condition the
the  treaty  was  implemented  in  full  spirit.  The  treaty  made  the  Amir
responsible for developing communication facilities on trade routes, for
following British advice on such matters, maintaining telegraph lines to
be installed by the British government from Kurram to Kabul, free trade
between the two countries, facilitation of the appointment of a British
political agent of British origin at Kabul (with Sir Louis Cavaganari to
be  the  first)  and  Muslim  agents  at  border  points,  if  the  British

21 Syed Rashtia Qasim, Between two Giants: Political History of Afghanistan in Nineteenth 
Century, p.380.
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government wanted to do so. The treaty also made the Amir responsible
for  the  life,  property  and  dignity  of  the  British  agents.  The  Amir,
according to the agreement, was to pardon all Afghans who opposed him
or sided with the British Forces, to provide them with stipend and not to
confiscate their property under any circumstances. They would be free to
stay or leave Afghanistan for British India. The Afghans had restrictions
imposed upon them:   they  were  not  to  have  any type  of  diplomatic
relations with any country other than British India or to go for any direct
conflict with any state without British India's prior permission. On the
other  hand,  the  British  only  promised  a  few  lakhs  of  rupees,  a
commitment  to  evacuate  from  Afghanistan  its  forces  but  no  time
specification, and a promise not to re-enter. The British also promised
that it would instruct its agents not to interfere in the internal affairs of
Afghanistan. 
The eleven point treaty proved in each and every word to be a dictation
of a lord to its servant.  Yaqub signed the treaty only to avert  British
threats of raiding Kabul.22

  
Effects of the Treaty

Afghanistan became a subservient  Principality of British India.  Louis
Cavagnari was established as British envoy at Kabul. The British left
Jalalabad after the treaty had been duly signed. Their other units, too,
fell back to the newly defined points of the border. The Amir returned to
Kabul to attend to matters of state. Amir Yaqub Khan was recognized as
the  new  Ruler  but  the  treaty  brought  local  resentment  and  a  local
uprising resulting in another massacre of British troops. After six weeks
in Kabul, mutinous troops, whose pay was in arrears stormed the British
mission  and  assassinated  the  envoy  and  his  staff.  The  incident
encouraged attacks on British Positions. They grew, in spite of British
attempts at pacification, and culminated in the rout of General Burrows
at the Battle of Maiwand in which more than a thousand British troops
were  murdered  by  Afghan  tribal  forces  under  Ayub  Khan.  Although
British forces brutally killed Afghans in Kabul and in surrounding areas,
it cost them dearly in terms of finance and an equal human capital loss at
Maiwand.  They could not  afford this war expenditure any more. Nor
was there any capable person who they could trust to be the ruler of
Kabul among the Afghans. The British feared the total  death of their
interests  in  the  country  and  accepted  Abdur  Rehman,  who  was  in

22 Ibid,p-380.
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Tashkent for the last twelve years and raised his question of legitimacy
to the throne, as the new Amir, to facilitate their swift withdrawal from
Afghanistan  of  the  British  forces.23 Thus  Abdur  Rehman  was  put  in
charge of Kabul affairs only, while Ayub Khan became a strong ruler
with the support of the local mullahs. Abdur Rehman later proved to be
an  independent  strong,  nationalist  ruler  of  hs  land.  But  at  home  in
England, the Liberal Party cashed in on the event and won elections on
the grounds that the war against Afghanistan was immoral and illegal,
and against British interests. 
Finally although British India was unable to maintain their occupation of
the country, they managed to enforce the treaty through Amir  Abdur
Rehman  till  their  withdrawal  from  the  agreement  (not  formally  but
through gestures).24 

4. Treaty of 1893 (Durand Line Treaty)

Sardar Abdur Rehman, later called the “Amir”, entered Kabul in August
1880. He pacified the country and ruled wisely for 21 years with an iron
hand, eliminating all actual and potential opponents from the scene. He
formed a centralized government and reorganized the army. He secured
the  flow  of  commercial  exchange  inside  Afghanistan  with  foreign
countries  by  reinforcing  the  security  and  the  safety  of  roads  and
communications.  On the  internal  front,  Abdur  Rehman,  with  no  less
severity, brought  under his  control  the  central  mountainous region of
Hazarajat,  whose  population  had  never  completely  submitted  to  the
central authority. He also annexed by force of arms in 1889 the territory
of  the  Kafirs,  lying  in  the  north-eastern  corner  of  Afghanistan,
converting  its  pagan  inhabitants  to  Islam  and  renaming  the  region
Nooristan (country of light)25. 
As  far  as  the  delimitation  of  frontiers  of  Afghanistan  with  its
neighboring  countries  was  concerned,  Abdur  Rehman  left  it  to  the
British (some times willingly and some times by pressure from England)
who, through long negotiations, succeeded in the late 1880s in defining
the  northern  frontiers  of  Afghanistan  with  Czarist  Russia.  A clash
between the Afghan and Russian forces in Panjdeh in 1885 when Russia
annexed and occupied the Oasis of  Panjdeh,  killing more than 1,000

23 Encyclopedia of Afghan History 

24 Arnold Fletcher, Afghanistan Highway to Conquest, p.146.

25 Syed Rashtia Qasim, Between two Giants: Political History of Afghanistan in Nineteenth 
Century, p.420.
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Afghan men and a single British soldier.26 This area constituted part of
the Afghan territory. But later on, through the mediation of European
countries, Rehman agreed to exchange it with another piece of land in
the  same  area.  Differences  with  Persia  were  also  resolved  through
British mediation. The event at Panjdeh annoyed the  Amir regarding
British policies and the relations further deteriorated when on the visit of
his second son to London, the British royals refused his request to have
direct bilateral relationships between London and Kabul. On the other
hand,  the  British  were  facing  stiff  resistance  from  tribes  under  its
control. So the Viceroy, Lord Lansdowne, concluded that the problem
could only be solved by the demarcation of the frontiers between India
and Afghanistan. Abdur Rehman was duly asked to receive a mission for
this  purpose,  but  he  refused  on  the  grounds  that  he  may be  offered
conditions unacceptable to him keeping, in view the history of the last
accords.  The  Viceroy  put  an  embargo  on  all  ammunition  input  to
Afghanistan as well as on items of iron, steel and copper.  In response,
Abdur Rehman not only banned the travel of its subjects on railways
through Quetta but also refused to accept 1.2 million annual subsidies.
He wrote a letter condemning the Viceroy to London directly27. He was
threatened with war, via a message that 10,000 British soldiers had left
for Kabul. The Amir became fearful and sent a message of reconciliation
in response to which he received a map. All of the areas marked red
meant  British  territory  according  to  the  British  mission.  All  eastern
tribes, Chitral, Asmar and Mohmad, were shown as part of British India.
Amir sent a letter as a last attempt to avert war, to convince the Viceroy
to divert his plane. 
He replied by sending a commission under Sir Mortimer Durand (the
Foreign Secretary of the Indian Government) on September 19, 1893.
On arrival,  Durand made each point  clear  to  the  Amir, to  accept  his
plane travelling from India and accepted that the Asmar be left for Amir
Abdur  Rehman  during  negotiations.  On  November  12,  1893,  the
agreement was reached28. Regarding the frontier with British India, the
two neighboring countries had negotiated the drawing of a line defining
the zone of responsibility of each country along the Tribal Belt, which
separated Afghanistan from British India. This became the well known
Durand Line named after the British negotiator, Sir Mortimer Durand,
which  had  not  been  demarked  completely  owing  to  the  differences

26 Arnold Fletcher, Afghanistan-Highway to Conquest, p.159.

27 Ibid. p.165.

28 Ibid. p.166.
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which  arose  immediately  after  the  signing  of  the  agreement,  partly
because  the  line  was  drawn  merely  for  strategic  purposes  and  often
separated  the  same  tribe.  It  later  created  a  major  political  problem
between  Afghanistan  and  the  newly-created  neighboring  country,
Pakistan.  

The level of interaction between the Parties

The treaty was signed at Kabul in a joint conference on 12 th November
1893.  On behalf  of  Afghanistan Amir Abdur  Rehman Khan,  Amir  of
Afghanistan signed the agreement, while from British India Sir Henry
Mortimer Durand; Foreign Secretary to the Government of India signed
it formally. 

Comments on the Treaty

As clear from the background, the treaty was merely a formality. The
map was designed long before this ceremony in London and in British
India, as the agreement repeatedly referred to the map attached to the
agreement. The agreement claimed both states as close allies and the
agreement was merely a matter of administrative facilitation. But it was
a one-sided view accepted by the Amir of Afghanistan only to avert war
with a  strong British army. The agreement only accepted the Afghan
claim to the Asmar valley.  Bajour, Chitral and Swat fell to British India.
The eastern border, according to the agreement, would be demarcated
through a joint commission in the light of the map accepted under this
agreement.  Many eastern  tribes  were  detached from Afghanistan,  the
Yousafzai  lost,  part  of  Afridi  and  Orakzai  also  fell  to  British  India,
similarly  Wazir  and  Muhammad  were  divided.  The  agreement  was
totally  one-sided.  Only  the  demands  of  the  Amir  in  terms  of  land
disputes were addressed in the Treaty and even that  according to the
British wishes. Abdur Rehman’s wish for direct relations with London
was not even considered: munitions purchase rights were restored with a
promise of British assistance. The subsidy of the Amir accordingly was
increased  from  six  lakh  to  twelve  lakh  rupees.  This  agreement  was
brought to Afghanistan not for discussion but to have it signed by the
Afghan Amir It gave nothing to the country except clarity not to ever
think in the future of the area which it had lost to British India.  The
Afghan people and the Amir are often portrayed as having unanimously
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accepted the agreement and were happy with it29. But just after signing
the treaty the events in border areas show - as well as the comments of
the  Amir  himself-  the  degree  to  which  they  were  satisfied  with  the
agreement.30

Effects of the Treaty

After the agreement had been signed, the tension grew as the British
moved to extend effective control  up to the Afghan border. This was
intensified by the eloquence of Afghan agents, who crossed the frontier
and stirred the tribesmen with warnings of the loss of their cherished
freedom.  In June of the following year, the skirmishes  became a big
conflict and a war-like situation erupted along the borders because of the
policies of both the British and Abdur Rehman. The British government
blamed  the  Amir  for  this  situation.  Later  in  1901,  Lord  Curzon
reorganized the events and declared the NWFP an independent Province.
The tribes were regularized under FCR to rule themselves with British
assistance, only in terms of facilitation. 

5. Treaty of 1919 (Rawalpindi)

On the death of Amir Abdur Rehman Khan,  Sardar Habibullah Khan
was proclaimed Amir of Afghanistan. On 10 October 1901, a week after
the proclamation,  he  informed Lord Curzon that  he  was  accepted  as
Amir by the people and the Armed forces of Afghanistan and added, “I
will behave in the same manner as my revered father used to do, and I
will be a friend of his friends and avoid his enemies”31. He was replaced
as King without any opposition because his only real brother, Nasrullah
Khan,  was  a  person  who  was  loyal  only  to  Qur'an,  and  was  not
interested in any kingdom. Habibullah Khan was trained as a statesman
so  he  ruled  his  country  very  wisely  and  developed  it  very  rapidly,
introducing modern education, the establishment of a Habibia education
system of his own offering modern education to Afghan youth32. British
India was interested in ratification of the treaty signed with his father
Abdur Rehman considering it personal and having no validity after his

29 Fida Younis, 'The Durand Line Border Agreement', Journal of Central Asia (Area Study Centre,
Russia, China & Central Asia, University of Peshawar), Issue No. 51, p.80.

30 Arnold Fletcher, Afghanistan-highway to Conquest, p.167.

31 Abdul Ali Arghandawi, British Imperialism and Afghanistan’s Struggle for Independence, p.73.

32 Arnold Fletcher, Afghanistan-highway to Conquest,p.171.
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death. Amir Habibullah was both influenced and threatened by British
India  to  modify  the  treaty.  But  he  refused  to  give  any  favor.  An
agreement was duly signed between Louis W. Dane, Foreign Secretary
British India  and Amir  Habibullah,  King of Afghanistan at  Kabul  on
March  21,  1905.  The  treaty  was  considered  a  great  victory  for
Habibullah  as  all  British  objectives  were  revisited  and  the  Amir
successfully moved to make the British bound not to intervene in the
internal affairs of Afghanistan. 
In the meantime, the First World War broke out. Both Britain and Turkey
tried their utmost to make the Amir side with one of them, but the Amir
remained neutral and tried to push forward Turkish demands on Islamic
ummah grounds,  because the internal pressure was so intense that  he
could not refuse them straightforwardly. As usual, the Amir left for the
winter  capital  of  Jalalabad,  accompanied by his son and brother, and
leaving Amanullah, his second son, in Kabul. But during a hunting stay
a  Lughman  was  fired  early  in  the  morning  (3.00  a.m.  into  his  ear,
penetrating  the  brain.  The  Amir  was  found  dead.  The  British  were
blamed for the incident later by the Afghan and Russian governments
but the British insisted that it was the War Party of Afghanistan who may
have killed him.33 On February 18, 1919 Amanullah Khan became the
new king, starting his speech addressing the British by telling them “to
bring the murderers of his father to justice”34He was anti-British from
the beginning of the First  World War and thus declared on March 1,
1919, three goals: complete Afghan independence,  punish his father’s
murderers,  and abolish the system of  beegar (forced Labour)35.  Amir
Amanullah exploited the internal conditions of Afghanistan fully and the
feelings of the Muslims.  The Turk's defeat in the World War greatly
benefited Amanullah, enabling him to make the country free of British
influence.  He  made strategic  efforts,  inviting  tribal  leaders  to  Kabul,
calling on them to prepare for a holy war, concentrating forces at the
eastern borders with British India (April 1919) In the first week of May
the same year, a limited war broke out on boundary dispute between the
two  neighbors.  The  British  Forces  gained  some  areas  but  Afghans
resisted on many fronts to them. They resisted British planes, artillery
and armed personnel bravely. In the last week of the same month both
the  British  Viceroy  and  Amanullah,  through  lateral  correspondence,
agreed that a peace conference be held at Rawalpindi.   

33 Ibid.  p.185.

34 Ibid. p.188.

35 Ibid
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The level of interaction between the Parties

Ali Ahmad Khan, Commissary of Home Affairs and one of Amanullah’s
cousins, led the Afghan delegation while the British were led by Sir A.
H.  Grant,  Foreign Secretary of  British India.  The discussion lasted a
month, and was acrimonious in the extreme. To the astonishment and
anger  of  the  British,  the  Afghans  did  not  behave  in  the  least  like
emissaries from a vanquished nation.  They put  forth claims to  all  of
Waziristan, to a much larger subsidy, and to their own independence and
sovereignty; and in their spare time they made inflammatory speeches
for the benefit of an admiring audience of Indians.  

Comments on the Treaty

The treaty concluded on August 8, 1919 included five articles, called for
the withdrawal  of  British  forces  from Afghan areas,  the  cessation  of
British subsidies,  a ban on war material  flow to Afghanistan through
India  but  no  mention  of  Afghan  sovereignty,  which  on  request  was
annexed to be read as part of the treaty. The treaty was a success story
for Amanullah. He achieved the targets set for him by his father but did
not lose his life as his father had done. He won dignity for his nation
through threats of force. The event seemed to be the result of internal
pressure on British India but  it  also made a precedent  for the Indian
native leadership to speed up their Independence movement forcefully.
The  treaty  stated  that  undefined  portions  of  the  Khyber  were  to  be
demarcated by a British commission and that Afghanistan was to accept
the  Indo-Afghan  frontier  as  marked.  An  annexure  stated,  “The  said
treaty and this letter leave Afghanistan officially free and independent in
its internal and external affairs”36

Effects of the Treaty    

In  due  course,  Amir  Amanullah  sent  a  mission  to  the  Soviet  Union,
Europe,  and  the  United  States  and  acted  on  his  right  to  establish
diplomatic relations with foreign powers.  The Pukhtoon tribes on the
Indian  side  of  the  frontier  were  made  to  believe  that  the  treaty
represented  only  a  cease-fire,  after  which  war  was  to  be  resumed if
Britain did not agree to the various Afghan demands. The normalization
of relations came later after a three months conference held at Missouri

36 Syed Rashtia Qasim, Between two Giants: Political History of Afghanistan in Nineteenth 
Century, p.22.
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(April 17-July18, 1920) and then finally following the Kabul Conference
(December 2- January 20, 1921).

6. Treaty of 1921 (Treaty of Kabul)

This  treaty  was  called  the  “Treaty  between  Great  Britain  and
Afghanistan  establishing  Friendly  and  Commercial  Relations-Kabul”
and was signed on November, 22nd, 1921. Ratification was exchanged at
Kabul, February 6th, 1922. It was signed by Mahmud Tazri, Chief of the
Afghan Delegation and Henri R.  C.  Dobbs, Envoy Extraordinary and
Chief of the British Mission to Kabul. The document was a brief treaty
of sixteen articles covering all issues of the two sovereign states on an
equality basis. It was reached after arduous, eleven-month negotiations.
The treaty restored “Friendly and Commercial Relations” between the
two governments after the third Anglo-Afghan war and negotiations at
the Missouri conference and Rawalpindi. The negotiations proceeded in
four phases. During the first  session, January20 to April  9,  1921,  the
Afghan  Amir  unsuccessfully  demanded  territorial  concessions,  while
Britain  wanted  the  exclusion  of  Russian  consular  offices  from
southeastern Afghanistan. In the second phase, from April 9 to mid July
1921,  Britain  asked  Afghanistan  to  break  the  newly-established
diplomatic ties with Russia in exchange for a subsidy of four million
rupees and weapons,  as well  as guarantees from unprovoked Russian
aggression.  In  the  third  stage,  from  mid-July  to  September  18,  the
British foreign office informed the Italian government that it was about
to  conclude  an  agreement  which  would  “admit  the  superior  and
predominant  political  influence of  Britain” in  Afghanistan,.  However,
the Afghans refused to accept any ‘alliances.” An exclusive treaty was
impossible after Afghanistan announced the ratification of the Russian-
Afghan treaty of 1921. In the fourth and final stage of negotiations, from
September  18  to  December  8,  1921,  the  British  mission  twice  made
preparations to return to India, when finally an agreement was signed at
Kabul on November 22, 1921. Ratification was exchanged the following
year in February. 
In the treaty, both governments would mutually certify and respect each
with regard to the other's rights of internal and external independence”.
Afghanistan  reaffirmed  its  acceptance  of  the  boundary  west  of  the
Khyber, subject to minor”re-alignment’. Legations were to be opened in
London and Kabul, consulates established in various Indian and Afghan
towns,  and Afghanistan was permitted to  import  arms and munitions
through India. No customs duties were to be charged for goods in transit
to  Afghanistan  and  each  party  agreed  to  inform  the  other  of  major
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military  operations  in  the  Frontier  belt.  Representatives  of  the  states
were  to  meet  in  the  near  future  to  discuss  the  conclusion  of  a  trade
convention that was signed in June 1923.37 

The same agreement was reworked on November 5 th 1947, to facilitate
the new states (Pakistan and India) that had emerged in the region for
dealing with Afghanistan.  

Conclusion

Discussion as given above and their correlated political environment is
self explanatory, in that they state how Great Britain in the nineteenth
century  fulfilled  its  imperialist  designs.  The  consolidation  of  British
powers in India posed a serious threat to the security and integrity of
Afghanistan. The Imperial tide had swept over practically the whole of
Asia by the beginning of the twentieth century. Afghanistan was one of
the  very  few  countries  of  Asia  that  managed  to  escape  colonial
domination.  It  was  subject  to  two  full-scale  British  invasions  in  the
twentieth century. 
The people of Afghanistan fought bravely for their  independence and
compelled the arrogant  British rulers  of  India  to  be cautious  in  their
dealings  with  the  brave  Pakhtoons.  During  the  First  World  War,  the
financial  and  manpower  demands  of  the  war  weakened  the  British
imperial structure in Asia. The flight of many Indian revolutionaries to
Afghanistan, Amir Amanullah’s awareness of the intimate link between
the  Indian  liberation  movement  and  Afghanistan‘s  struggle  against
British imperialism, the awakening of the people in other parts of Asia,
e.g. China, Persia and the former Ottoman Empire, were major turning
points in the anti-colonial movement gathering momentum immediately
after first World War. 
The treaties signed between British India and Afghanistan up to 1893
were clearly signs of British imperialism where they were dictating to
the  world  on  their  on  terms  according  to  their  capitalist  designs  for
getting maximum benefit out of them. But the treaties of 1921 and 1923
say  something  totally  different.  The  new ideologies  emerging  in  the
world, the parallel power of Communism to Capitalism and Imperialism
made  it  possible  for  Afghans  to  escape  the  scene  while  both  of  the
'giants' fought each other. 
Aspects of economic benefit, and how state geographies are changed, is
another lesson to be learned from these treaties; that is,  how internal

37Ibid
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feuds  between citizens and power-sharing classes lead to their breakup
and  subjugation  can  be  understood  here  from  Afghan  rulers  of  the
century under discussion.
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