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Abstract

Honor is an important feature of tribal life, individual, family
and tribal honor is associated with certain cultural traits such
as bravery, loyalty, courage, protection of women and family,
land border and arrogance of tribal identity. Studies of different
cultures reveal that tribal societies do not compromise honor at
any  cost.  In  this  context  the  present  study  is  designed  to
investigate the association of honor with feud in Afridi tribe, for
the purpose data is collected from Maliks of Dara Adam Khel,
being active participants and experienced in feuds settlement.
Chi  square  statistics  is  used  to  measure  the  relationship
between honor and feud. The total population of the study area
is 835 and a sample size of 215 is drawn purposively on the
basis of criteria mentioned by Sekaran (2003). The respondents
of the study show variation in age, education, income, expanses,
residence, family type and size of the household. A significant
relationship is found between violation of honor, protection of
self  respect,  illicit  behavior,  shame,  land  border  dispute,
distribution  of  resources  and  feud.  Proper  distribution  of
resources  and  specific  demarcation  of  land  borders  could
reduce  the  occurrence  of  feuds  along  with  t  education  and
exposure to media can led them to a real life than ideal life.
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I. Introduction

Literally  the  word  “Honor  ”is  derived  from  Latin  Word“  honos  or
honoris,  which  means  fame  or  high  status,  honor,  is  collectively
considered  as  neutral  term  applied  both  to  men  and  women
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(Coomraswamy, 1998).Protection of honor in any society is deemed a
primary obligation especially in tribal areas. However, still the violation
is practiced in almost every society which causes demolition, grievances,
family feuds and honor killing (Mikeal, 2002).
Societies define honor in accordance to its cultural norms and traditions.
Honor as reported by Julain (1966) is the status of individual in his own
eyes and in the eyes of society.  In other words,  Namus refers to the
humility and decency of women and the foremost duty of men to protect
it. The concept of honor in Philippine is known as Bansaor Bantugare,
based on the ability of  the person to help other  and resolve disputes
(Julian,  1966).   Some societies consider it  as self  identity and/or self
respect as one of the worthy aspect of social life (Frank, 1994). Kakar
(2004) finds that  Namus2 is a central institution for segregating gender
order in Pukhtoon  society which is often called Purdah3.Namus shows
the status and power of a person in comparison with others (Barfield,
2003). Whereas Nye (1998) reports that the concept of honor is based on
period,  class  and region.  In  France and England people  having more
noble military services enjoy more honors, whereas in Spain honor is
associated with the conception of pure blood, connected to the lineage or
social class.
Glatzer  (1998)  points  out  that  Namus is  often the cause of  conflicts.
Lawrence  (1926)  found  that  there  exist  a  high  degree  of  conflict  to
secure honor and status. Zeid (1966) classified honor as Sharf 4 and Ird5.
Both are uncompromising, especially the issues of women’s behavior,
the violation of which leads to feuds in tribal areas.  Therefore if the
honor is lost it causes shame and disrespect to individual and family, to
keep honor intact the transgressor is needed to be killed at any cost, so
that the family may regain its previous status (Unni, 1984). The behavior
of women is  also important  in assessing honor such as having a boy
friend, illegal relationships with others and going outside home without
permission (Palash, 2001).
Raune (2000) finds that in tribal customs woman honor is connected to
the honor of her family, which is closely associated to admiration and
reputation  in  society.  Individual  uniqueness  is  closely  attached  with
family unit; everyone shows a strong response to the action of other to
protect  his  family,  sometime  in  the  form of  violence  (Ferris,  2004).

2 Honor

3 Wearing veil. 

4 Any form of honor associated with male honor.

5 Applied to female chastity.
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Further, a dishonored person is not considered a Pukhtoon and he is not
given any kind of support by his tribe unless he restores his and/or his
family honor. Honor among tribal is based on chivalry (Ahmed, 1976),
any tribal who cannot protect his family receives lesser respect and any
one  is  free  to  snatch  anything,  therefore  restoration  of  honor  led  to
revenge killing, in case of murder or adultery (Shah and Shah, 1993). Ali
(2001)  concludes  that  honor  killing  is  the  customary  practice  of
conservative societies that prevails not only in Pakistan but also in other
societies of the world. This inhuman customary practice is reported to
prevail  in  China,  India,  Middle  East,  Italy,  Spain and Latin America
Peristiany (1966); Palmer (1989); Gilmore (1987);  Spierenburg (1998)
and Al-Khayyat (1993).
In 1995 some tribal discovered coal in the mountainsnear by the village
Qasam Khel, Dara Adam Khel, FR Kohat Pakistan. According to tribal
custom the mountains  are  village’s  common property,  but  soon after
some time an issue ofdisagreement arose among them, especially on the
distribution of resource (Zaman, 2011).Fenny et al(1998) believed that
the  privileges  over  the  resources  are  not  apted  to  be  neither  elite  in
nature nor transferable within the community rather everyone has equal
rights of access and benefits. But the accomplishments to boost personal
well being leads to rivalry over natural resources which then takes the
shape  of  severe  conflicts  Uprety,  (2006),  ACCORD,  (2007).  Such
conflicts as reported by Warner and Jones (1998) get the shape of armed
conflicts which further deteriorate the tribal milieu. 
As revealed by Olesen (1995) matters of honor in some rural areas is
also based  on  infringement  of  the  rights  over  the  land  border  which
compels  the  owner  to  regain  his  property  beyond any consequences.
Ahmed (1975) says honor is not just an ideal and is believed to be as
much important  which  is  viewed  by  many tribal  people  as  the  very
mechanism  that  preserves  Pashtun  society  which  differentiates  them
from the contemporary societies. 
Gohar  and  Yousufzai  (2005)  believe  that  Paighor or  taunt  is  also  a
known standpoint of Pukhtoon manners. An ironic statement by peers
could make a person dishonored and he strongly to follow the tenants of
Pukhtoonwali,  which  could  lead  to  aggression  and  bloodshed.  Tribal
cannot tolerate  Paighor especially related to the behavior of women or
any open talk about his women could create serious trouble for a proud
Pukhtoon.
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Research Methodology

This section explains methodology adopted for carrying out the study.
Study  area,  sampling  strategies,  data  collection  technique,  and  data
analysis  are  explained  in  it.  The  present  study is  conducted  in  Dara
Adam  Khel,  FR6 Kohat  in  order  to  investigate  relationship  between
honor  and  feud.  We  applied  Chi  square  (χ2)  statistics  in  order  to
investigate if both the variables associated.

Study Area

The study is carried out in Dara Adam Khel, FR Kohat known as the
“gun city” (Ullah, 2010). This is a tribal area, mostly inhabited by Afridi
tribe (Zaman, 2011). The social system of the inhabitants of the area is
based on and embedded in the cultural norm, customs, and traditions.
Unlike settled areas of the country, state laws do not apply in the study
area. Most of the social behaviors and actions of the tribal people are
regulated through customs and traditions. 
Most of  the land in the study area is  shamelaat7Where by rights and
privileges to it or not properly and formally written down. Such unclear
situation gives rise to conflict and feuds in the area.Further in last decade
of 20th century, the identification and exploration of coal in the study
area resulted into a large number of feuds in the study area (Zaman,
2011).Due to these reasons the study is carried out in Dara Adam Khel.
The study area i.e., Dara Adam Khel, FR Kohat, consists of 5 Sub-tribes
(i.e.,Qoms8),  namely  Akhorwal,  Bosti  Khel,  Sheraki,Torchapar  and
Zarghon Khel.

Sampling Procedure

The  literature  reveals  that  sample  size  shouldneither  be  excessively
large,  nor  too  small.  It  should  be  optimum  covering  all  strata,  a
researcher interested in (Kothari, 2004). Maliks of Dara Adam Khel9, FR
Kohat are the respondents whose total number is 835 (Assistant Political
Agent  Office,  2013).A sample  size  of  215 is  drawn on the  basis  of

6 Frontier Region, where the formal law is Frontier Crime Regulation (FCR).

7Shamelaat refers to a land belong to all but own by none. It is a collective property of the whole 
village.

8 A subsection of the tribe.

9 A section of FR Kohat.
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criteria mentioned by Sekaran (2003).We approached the respondents
purposively.  Those  Maliks  who  are  known  for  their  experience  and
active  participation  in  Jirgaare  interviewed.  They  are  considered  the
leaders  of  the  area  due to  their  active  role  in  tribal  affairs  including
conflict  resolution.  The  sample  size  is  further  distributed  through
proportionate  allocation  formula  among  different  sub-tribes  (already
mentioned in section, study area) in order to give participation to all for
their opinion about the issue. This would reduce measurement error on
the  one  hand  and  would  make  the  results  generalized.  For  ensuring
proportional  distribution  the  formula  introduced  by  Kumar  (2005)  is
used;
ni =  n ×Ni

          N
n = Total sample size 
ni = Required sample size
Ni = No of the respondent in each sub tribe (strata)
N = Total population size                                               

Table no. 1: Distribution of population and sample size
S.no Subtribe (Qom) Population Size Sample size
1 Akhorwal 200 51
2 Bosti Khel 90 23
3 Sheraki 75 18
4 Torchapar 70 18
5 Zarghon Khel 400 102
Total 835 214

Source: Office of the Assistant Political Agent (APA)2013, FR Kohat

Data Collection

We develop a comprehensive interview schedule for the data collection,
discussed  with  experts  and  amendments  are  made  in  it  as  per  their
suggestions. It  is further checked through pre-test and the ambiguities
are addressed before the final stage of data collection.

Data Analysis

We use SPSS for data analysis.  Bi-variate analysis  is  carried out  for
measurement of association between dependent (Feud) and independent
variables (Honor) by using Chi Square (2) test. Kothari (2004) believes
that Chi Square(2) test is an important test amongst the several tests of
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significance  developed  by  statisticians.  Thus,  the  Chi  Square  test  is
applicable in large number of problems. The test is, in fact, a technique
through the use of which it  is  possible for all  researchers to test  the
significance  of  association  between  dependent  and  independent
variables.  Chi  Square  (χ2)test  is  used  while  adopting  the  procedure
outlined by McCall and Robert (1975).
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Where, “Oij” is the observed frequency in the cell corresponding to the
intersection of the I-throw and J-thcolumn, “r” the number of rows and
“c” the number of columns. 
The formula simply directs one to take the square formulation of the
frequencies  for  each  cell,  divided  by  the  expected  frequency.  The
resulting  value  is  distributed  as  Chi  Square  with  relevant  degrees  of
freedom, calculated as follows.

d.f = (r-1) (c-1)
Results and discussion 

Asa  very  important  aspect  of  tribal  life,  honor  is  manifested  and
protected in  all  sphere  of  life  among tribal,  it  is  associated with  the
dignity and chivalry.  Violation of  any aspect  of  honor  especially  the
issue of women because it is uncompromising and the matter of shame is
attached to the behavior of woman which influences the whole tribe. The
association between honor and feuds reveals that;
A significant (p<0.005) relationship was detected between violation of
honor  and  feuds  which  disclosed  that  honor  in  tribal  areas  is
uncompromising  and  anything  related  to  honor  is  respected  among
Afridi.  The  research  findings  are  similar  to  Glatzer  (1998),  Barton
(1949); Dozier (1972); Julain,(1998); Olesen (1995) and Rosaldo (1980).
The relationship (p<0.000) is foundsignificant between protection of self
respect and feud. From the perspective of self-respect, the result depicts
that all Afridi, belonging to any socio-economic class, are equal. It could
be deduced from the current findings that honor is equally important for
members  of  any  class  and  status  in  Afridi  tribe.  Any  action  that
jeopardizes the respect of Afridi may result into feud. These findings are
in line with the findings ofZeid (1966); Barfield (2003); Ahmed (1976).
As expected,  a  significant  (p<0.005) relation is  observed between the
behavior  of  women and  feuds.A famous  Pashto  proverb  is  approved
through these findings which states that in tribal society the main three
reasons of feuds are money, woman, and land (zar, zan, and zameen). It

120



has also been observed that illicit involvement of a man with woman in
Afridi tribe would end into the death or both of them. The study findings
are  similar  to  Zeid  (1966);Barfield  (2003);  Shah  (1998);  Shah
(1993);Gazetteers (1980).
A significant (p<0.005) relation is found between shame or disrespect
and  feuds,  which  suggests  that  feuds  in  tribal  areas  are  strongly
associated to avoid shame and disrespect which is viewed as a sign of
weakness  among  tribal  people.  The  research  finding  is  similar  to
Barfield (2003).
Similarly a non significant (p<0.647) relation is extracted between honor
killing and feuds. The findings suggest that feuds in the Afridi tribe may
not be the result of honor killing. It shows that norms related to honor
killing are collectively followed in Afridi tribe. In the study area, the
issue related to the honor ends with the killing of the man and woman
involved, therefore, mostly it may not lead to lasting conflict and feuds.
Literature also reveals that such cases are very rare that leads to feuds
(see for example CPAU 2009;ACCORD 2007;LANDINFO 2011). The
findings  are  in  consonance  with  Shah  (1998);  Shah  (1993);  and
Gazetteers (1980).
Further a significant  (p<0.004) relation is  found between violation of
land border and feuds. The researchers observed that there is no formal
and acceptable mechanism of land distribution, in most of the cases one
party  denies  the  rights  and/or  shares  of  another  party  over  the
community land which results in to feuds. It is also observed that even
land owned by one person becomes a bone of contention in some cases
which also leads to feuds. The result  is parallel to Olesen (1995) and
Warner and Jones (1998).
The relation between distribution of  natural  resources  (i.e.,  coal)  and
feuds is calculated as (p<0.003) significant. The findings reveal that the
recent  exploration  of  coal  raised  question  of  ownership  and  profit
distribution in the study area which boosted up feuds. The findings are
similar to Zaman (2011); Uprety (2006); and Fenny et al,(1998).
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Table No.1: Relationship between honor and feuds

Statements Response 
Feud

Total Test statistics
Positive 

Negativ
e 

Violation of honor 
(Namus)

Yes
133(61.9
)

52(24.2) 185(86.0)
χ2=9.559(.003)

No 25(11.6) 3(1.4) 28(13.0)

Don’t know 2(0.9) 0(0.0) 2(0.9)

Protection of self 
respect 

Yes 92(42.8) 37(17.2) 129(60.0)

χ2=12.06(.000)No 59(27.4) 17(7.9) 76(35.3)

Don’t know 9(4.2) 1(0.5) 10(4.7)

The illicit behavior 
Yes

155(72.1
)

52(24.2) 207(96.2) χ2=10.965(0.05
)

No 5(2.3) 2(0.9) 7(3.3)
Don’t know 1(.5) 0(0.0) 1(.5)

Shame and disrespect

Yes 90(39.5) 14(8.8)
104(48.37
)

χ2=9.15(.005)
No 67(32.1) 30(13.0) 97(45.1)

Don’t know 6(2.8) 8(3.7) 14(6.51)

Honor killing
Yes

151(70.2
)

51(23.7) 202(94.0) χ2=5.55(.647)
No 6(2.8) 4(1.9) 10(4.7)

Don’t know 2(.9) 1(0.5) 3(1.4)

Violation of land 
border

Yes
159(73.9
)

46(21.3)
205(95.34
) χ2=9.64(.004)

No 4(1.9) 1(.5) 5(2.3)

Don’t know 5(2.3) 0(0.0) 5(2.3)

Distribution of 
resources
(i.e coal)

Yes
151(70.2
)

51(23.7) 202(94.0)
χ2=11.16(.004)

No 6(2.8) 4(1.9) 10(4.7)
Don’t know 2(.9) 1(0.5) 3(1.4)

*Value in the table present frequency while values in the parenthesis represent
percentages proportion of the respondents.

Conclusion

The  study  aimed  to  find  association  between  honorand  feuds.  It  is
concluded that violation of honor, protection of self, illicit relationship
of men and women, violation of land border and distribution of coal are
significantly associated with feuds in Afridi tribe, whereas honor killing
shows a non significant relationship with feuds, because conflict does
not lasts for long when the perpetrator (i.e., man and woman involved)
are killed. 
The  present  study  has  some  limitation  such  as,  only  Maliks are  we
approached for  data  collection.  Rest  of  the  people/  families  who are

122



engaged in feud are not  interview due to serious nature of the issue.
Afridi  tribe  is  also  settled  in  other  parts  of  FATA;  however,  due  to
limited resources and law and order situation, we could not get access to
them. Female of the study area could not approach for their views about
the issue due to cultural restrictions. We hope that these limitations will
be  over-come  in  future  and  thorough  analysis  of  the  issue  could  be
conceivable, which is left over for future researchers.

I. Policy Recommendations:

In light of the study findings following recommendations are forwarded
for solving the problem:

1) Proper distribution of resources and specific demarcation of land
borders could reduce the occurrence of feuds.

2) Mostly  tribal  people  have  idealized  Pakhtunwali  and  norms
related  to  the  behavior  of  women,  through  education  and
exposure to media can led them to a real life than ideal life. 
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