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Abstract 

This paper examined the effect of terrorism on universalization
of  primary  education  in  Pakistan.  Pakistan  is  committed  to
achieve  the  Universal  Primary  Education  as  Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs).One of the MDG goals is to ensure
that each child, irrespective of gender, should be able to have
access to basic primary course (Shah, 2013). Being a developing
country,  Pakistan  faces  many  issues.  One  of  such  issues  is
terrorism.  Apart  from  its  ill  effects  on  overall  national  life,
terrorism has significantly affected the progress of Pakistan in
the field of education (Syed, 2007; Basit, 2012). Studies have
revealed that as a signatory to the MDGs, Pakistan is lagging
behind many countries in the South Asian region in achieving
the  goals  of  universalization  of  primary  education.  However,
literature  has  shown  that  terrorism  has  deeply  affected  the
process of education and univerisaltion of primary education in
Pakistan. This has created a gap between realization of the MDG
goals and the performance of Pakistan as a signatory state. To
investigate  this,  literature  was  critically  reviewed  and
hypotheses  were  developed  which  were  tested  using  Linear
Regression  Analysis  and  ANOVA.  The findings of  the  study
revealed that terrorism is significantly negatively correlated with
education and universalization of primary education in Pakistan.

1 Associate Professor, Institute of Peace & Conflict Studies University of Peshawar, Pakistan
2 Department of Education University of  Malakand
3 Department Management Studies University of Malakand
4 College of Home Economics University of Peshawar
5 Lecturer, Department of Journalism and Mass Communication University of Peshawar

125

Journal of Law and Society
Vol. 44, No. 64

Law College
University of Peshawar
July, 2013



Keywords:  Terrorism,  targets,  universalization  of  primary  education,
MDGs

Introduction
Education is a prerequisite for the development of any country.

The  government  of  Pakistan  is  committed  to  achieve  the  goals  of
universalization of primary education. In this regard, Pakistan, being a
signatory  to  the  Millennium Development  Goals  (MDGs),  has  made
slow progress  to  achieve  the  set  target  (Abbas,  2005:  Khan,  2013).
Studies have shown that the current progress reports reveal that Pakistan
is lagging behind many South Asian countries in achieving the MDG
goals by 2015. One of the goals of MDGs is promotion of Education For
All (EFA).  This goal  is closely related to universalization of primary
education (Basit, 2012). One of the target of EFA is to ensure by 2015
that children both boys and girls below age 5 should be able to complete
basic primary education. To achieve this aim, government of Pakistan
has continuously been making efforts at national level to improve access
to  primary  education.  However,  a  recent  report  by  the  independent
evaluation group of World Bank has revealed that Pakistan is still far
behind from reaching the target of EFA. There are least possibilities that
it would achieve the MDG goals by 2015 (Khan, 2010). 

On the other hand, seeing the worsening situation, government
of  Pakistan has  of  late  realized her  apathy regarding achievement  of
MDG goals. This realization has culminated in many initiatives to make
up the fall short. One of such initiatives is establishment of community
schools  in  the  remote  areas  of  the  country  so  that  more  and  more
children could have access to basic primary education (Hussain, 2005;
Khan, 2011). At the same time, one of the efforts of the government is to
increase enrollment at primary school level. However, there are many
problems in the way of the materialization of this  goal.  One of such
problems is increased terrorist activities in the country. Apart from the
activities of terrorism, there are a number of other issues which have
virtually  hindered  the  progress  toward  the  achievement  of  universal
primary education in the country (Irshad, 2011). Among these issues are
poverty, low quality teaching and learning, ignorance, lack of parental
education and so on. All these issues of exacerbated the pressures and
fears  leading  to  minimization  of  interest  on  the  part  of  parents  or
communities to send children to schools. Collectively, these problems
and  issues  have  been  affecting  the  government  efforts  towards
universalization  of  primary  education  (Khan,  2005).  Among  all  the
issues as mentioned above, the issue of terrorism has deeply affected the
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education  system  in  the  country  generally  and  primary  education
particularly. Among all the provinces of Pakistan, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KPK) has been the main targets of the terrorist groups. Reports reveal
that the acts of terrorism have resulted in the destruction of thousands
schools  in  many  parts  of  the  province  especially  in  the  Malakand
division. The acts of terrorists have virtually led to the destruction or
closure many of schools for children (Ahmad, 2012; Sohrab, Choudhry,
2012).  This study specifically investigates the impact  of  terrorism on
education and universilization of primary education in KPK. To study
this, the researcher has developed the following framework on the basis
of extensive review of literature. 

Figure 1: 

Objectives of the study 
Following are the main questions of this study:
 To examine the effect of terrorism on education in Pakistan 
 To  assess  the  effect  of  terrorismon  universalization  of

primary education in Pakistan 

Hypothesis
On  the  basis  of  the  objectives  and  literature  review  it  is

hypothesized that:
1. Terrorism has negatively affectededucation in Pakistan. 
2. Terrorism  has  negatively  affected  universalization  of

primary education in Pakistan. 

Rationale of the study 
As a developing country, Pakistan faces many problems such as

economic degradation, political instability, low quality education, low
literacy rate and a huge gap between the claims and the achievement
regarding the targets of universal primary education. Studies have shown
that among all these issues, the issue of terrorism is the most dangerous
one.  Many  studies  have  reported  that  in  recent  times,  although,  the
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government has made many attempts to curb the issue of terrorism, but
all these efforts have so far failed to ensure the achievement of peace
and development especially education. 
Writers  have called this  a  faceless  enemy.  The  evil  of  terrorism has
crippled the educational initiatives of the government in the KPK. This
situation has led to the slow pace of progress of Pakistan with regard to
the achievement of the targets of EFA goals. Terrorism has many shapes
and forms. For example, the mechanism of terrorism include damaging
or destroying schools, bombing, using landmines and rockets, threads to
teachers  and  officials  delivered  through  night  letters  or  verbally,
destroying  the  teaching  and  learning  materials  in  schools,  killing  of
students, teachers and other staff as well as looting ( Ahmad, 2012). 

Universalization of primary education 
The basic  idea behind universal  primary education is  that  all

children  of  the  world  should  have  an  access  to  primary  education
without  any  discrimination  of  gender  or  social  classification.  The
declaration for universal primary education was passed unanimously by
150 countries of the world at the world conference on Education For All
(EFA)  held  at  Jomiten,  Thailand  from  5-9  march,  1990).  All  the
participants agreed that primary education will  be available to all  the
children by 2010 (Ahmad, 2010). 

Later  on,  in  April,  2000,  more  than  1,100  participants  from
around 164 countries of the world assembled at Dakar, Senegal, in the
World Education Forum (WEF). There were diverse participants ranging
from ministers,  policy  makers  to  academicians  and heads  of  various
organizations.  Collectively,  they  adopted  the  Dakar  Framework  for
Action  to  implement  the  vision  of  Education  For  All.  The  basic
importance of this conference is that this document reaffirms the goals
of  EFA laid down in the  earlier  conference on education in  Jomiten
(Thailand)  1990  and  other  international  conferences  (Farzana,  2001;
Ahmad, 2012). 

The  conference  commits  all  the  participatory  governments  to
work for achievement the goals of universal primary education by 2015
or  earlier  with  particular  emphasis  on  girls’  education.  The  Dakar
Framework  for  Action  2000  confirms  the  right  to  education  in  the
words:  we  re-affirm  that  vision  of  the  world  declaration  1990  for
Education  For  All  (EFA)  at  Jomiten  supported  by  the  Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and the Convention on the Rights of the
Child that all children, young people and adult people have the right to
basic education that will meet their basic learning needs in the best and
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fullest manner. This education will include learning to know, do and to
live collectively (Khan, 2010). 

The Millennium Development Goals
The  millennium  development  goals  or  MDGs  are  the  eight

international development goals that all the 192 countries of the world
and the United Nation members states unanimously agreed to achieve by
2015.  One  of  the  essential  goals  is  related  to  Universal  Primary
education.  For  example  the  MDG 2  is  to  achieve  universal  primary
education. Its main target is to ensure that by 2015, all  children both
boys and girls should be able to complete a full basic primary education
course. This goal is mainly related to increased net enrollment, increased
literacy rate and increased gender balance in access to primary education
(Afzal, Iqbal & Mavara, 2012).

The concept of terrorism
Terrorism is a global issue. It has various causes and dimensions

(Michael,  2007).  The  term  terrorism  has  no  generally  accepted
definitions (Rosenfeld, 2004; Salam, 2012). It represents an unexpected
and  unwanted  change  which  challenges  the  social  identity  of  people
(Lavanco,  2008).  Studies  have  shown  that  after  9/11,  many  social
researchers have focused terrorism as a new phenomenon. Despite of the
various  understanding,  the  term terrorism has  no  universal  definition
(Asal, Fair, &Shellman, 2008). The other confusion is that every scholar
has  attempted  to  define  it  in  his  /  her  own  ways,  context  and
perception.Although there  is  an  enormous  literature  available  on  this
topic,  yet,  still  there  are  differences  among  the  writers  regarding  its
definition (Enders, Sandler, Cauley, 1990; Salman, 2012). 

Terrorism is an act of violence that creates havoc through loss of
human lives and property (Evans, 2006; Fair, 2008; Rahman, 2009). He
further  explains  that  terrorism  has  usually  tow  purpose  such  as  to
destabilize  the  existing  social  order  and  to  gain  public  attention  to
achieve certain political instigated goals. The main aim of a terrorist is
to  frighten  people  through  destruction  and  violence.  Hussain  (2012)
explains that terrorism is violence or a threat the basic purpose of which
is  achievement  of  political  goals.  In  the  words  of  Jenkens  (2001)
terrorism is an act of threat or violence. It includes acts like kidnapping,
killing of hostages, damaging of private or public property, bomb blast,
suicide, hijacking people and so on. Rana (2005) further elaborated that
terrorism is an act of violence or threat that is planned or designed to
create an atmosphere of fear, terror that may trigger a war or violence to
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bring  about  some  political  or  social  changes.  The  encyclopedia
Britannica has defined terrorism that it is a systematic use of violence to
create  a  climate  of  mistrust,  fear  in  a  population  to  bring  about  a
particular political or a social objective (Fair, & Chalk, 2006).
Writers unanimously agree that all terrorist have their specific ulterior
motives. To achieve this, they do the terrorist activities. Naz (2012) has
stated that  terrorist  activities produce such a precarious situation that
slowly paralyzes the whole socio-economic and politico life along with
disturbing  the  economic  life  of  a  society  or  a  country.  Unlike
conventional war, terrorism is a hidden massive attack. The basic agenda
behind  the  attack  is  to  create  a  havoc  and  fear  instead  of  open
confrontation (Rana, 2003; Chitkara, 2003; Braham, 1988; Naz, 2012). 

Terrorism is an illegal act of  aggression against innocent and
unarmed group of people. The main object of a person who commits an
act of terror is to create fear in the minds of the people. According to
Sohrab (2012) in the act of terrorism, many countries, group of people or
a individuals may be involved. For example, the US department of state
and the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) defines terrorism as a pre-
meditated, preplanned, politically or socially motivated violence that is
normally perpetrated by some violent groups against a non-combatant
targets, sub-national groups or a clandestine agents. The basic purpose is
usually to influence others (Bajoria, 2008). Despite of the differences on
the definition, all the writers agree among themselves that terrorism is an
evil.  It  makes  the  whole  environment  frightening  and  disturbing.
Terrorism is a actually a strategy that is used by the terrorists to frighten
and create fear in the minds of the people to achieve their objectives. To
achieve this purpose, they kidnap people, kill them, damage public or
private property, assault the people, drop bombs and blasts, hijack and
so on. 

Evolution of terrorism in Pakistan
The emergence of terrorism is connected to many factors. The

history of terrorism in Pakistan goes back to the Russian occupation of
Afghanistan in 1979. At that time, due to cold war between Russia and
USA, Pakistan became the buffer zone between the two giants.  USA
trained and provided large arms and ammunition to the then Jihadees
called  Mujahideen  to  oust  Soviet  Union  from  Afghanistan.  Pakistan
worked as the frontline state against the Russian occupation. The land
and army of Pakistan also provided help to the USA goals of expulsion
of Russia form Afghanistan. Soon after the disintegration of USSR in
1990s,  a  new  world  order  was  sketched  by  the  sole  super  power
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America. One aspect of the new world order was to curb and control the
anti-democratic  forces  in  the  world  which  were  considered  a  direct
threat to the interest of USA. One of such group which posed a direct
threat to the national interests of USA emerged in Afghanistan just after
the  retreat  of  Russia.  This  group  was  termed  as  Taliban.  In  later
literature, this group has been equated with terrorism (Afzal, 2012). 

Studies  have  shown  that  seeds  of  talibanization  or  in  other
words terrorism are rooted in the late cold war era (Burki,  2010).The
same Jihadees who were funded and trained by the USA with the help of
Pakistan against the Russian occupation of Afghanistan retaliated back
when  they  were  not  recognized  as  dejure  power  in  Afghanistan
(Bryman,  2012).  The  retaliation  caused the  9/11 event  which further
escalated into a violent  war  between USA and its  allies  and the Al-
Qauida (Taliban and their allies). When a large operation was launched
against them using the sanctions of United Nation in Afghanistan in late
2001, these elements of terror spread to different countries of the world
including Pakistan (Kronstadt,  2007; Ahmad, 2010).  Due to the close
geographical and border proximity to Afghanistan, Pakistan provided an
easy sanctuary to these forces and they entered into Pakistan and waged
Jihad or holy war against Pakistan. For justifying their theorist attacks in
Pakistan, they used the rationale that Pakistan is an ally with USA in
their war.  This phenomenon has resulted in many terrorist  attacks on
public  properties,  officials,  army  men  and  especially  educational
institutions in Pakistan (Barnaby, 1992;Burki, 2010). 

Since 2001, militancy has become a complex issue in Pakistan.
When Pakistan declared to join the war against terrorism, there has been
a significant deterioration in the security situation of Pakistan (Rahman,
2009). Literature has revealed that before the 9/11 event there were not a
single attack in tribal areas nor in any other part of Pakistan. In Pakistan,
the history of suicide bombers is very short and it literally started soon
after the 2004 when an armed conflict  broke out  in Waziristan (Fair,
&Christine, 2004). After the emergence of talibanization in Pakistan, a
new culture came into existence known as culture of terror and fear. This
culture  is  characterized  by  ambush  on  armed  forces,  civilians,
government institutions, religious places, political, civil society figures,
scholars, blowing up of schools, NGO offices, bridges and pillions and
other  places.  According to  a  report,  so far,  35000 civilian Pakistanis
have lost  their  lives  in  various  incidents  of  terrorism including 5000
army men (Nawaz & Shuja, 2009).

During  2010  alone,  2113  militant  and  sectarian  attacks  were
carried out in which 2913 people were killed and 5824 injured (Rana,
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2011; Afzal, 2011). Studies have revealed that since 2001, the incidents
of terrorism have increased manifold in Pakistan. To conclude, it can be
said that after the US invasion of Afghanistan and the overthrowing of
Taliban government in 2002, many of the terrorist elements slipped into
the  Pakistani  territories  (Burki,  2010).  The  terrorist  elements  are  the
virtual  product  of  the  Afghanistan  Jihad  when  the  students  of  the
Madarasas  (religious  schools)  were  used  as  launching  pad  for  Jihad
against the Russian occupation (Fred, 2004; Fred, 2009). 

Major causes of terrorism
Terrorism  has  brought  huge  destruction  in  South  Asia,

especially Pakistan in terms of social, economic, political and physical
infrastructure (Saigol, 2010; Naz, 2012). The beginning of 21 st century
brought with itself many challenges to the developing world especially
Pakistan.  Among  these,  terrorism  and  militancy  are  the  two  major
enemies. These have brought havoc to the already fragile economic and
volatile  political  scenarios  in  Pakistan.  The  impact  of  terrorism  has
generally  affected  the  entire  national  life  of  the  country  especially
education (Naz, 2012: Haqqani, 2006). The key aim of terrorism is to
demoralize the target communities and undermine their sense of security
to leave an everlasting fear on their minds (Malik, 2010: Gul, 2010).
Throughout the world, over the years, Pakistan has been seen as the hub
of  terrorism  and  antisocial  activities.  In  this  regard,  an  extensive
literature  has  been  produced  to  represent  Pakistan  as  a  nucleus  of
terrorism. This has led to the hypothetical proposition that the root cause
of militancy are found in Pakistan (Hassan, 2004: Asal, Fair &Shellman,
2008; Hassan, 2012). According to latest report, the general effects of
terrorism is that as a result of such activities in Pakistan, many political
and religious figures were killed, scholars were kidnapped and murdered
and many educational institutions were either destroyed completed and
made dysfunctional ( Hussain, 2010; Rana,2012; Afzal, 2012). 

Scholars  have  presented  diverse  views  about  the  causes  of
terrorism.  Most  of  the  writers  say  that  the  occurrence  of  terrorism
depends upon the prevailing conditions, situation that lay the stage first
(Hussain, Hussain, Khalid, 2012).The nature of terrorism differs from
area to area, context to context. Hence, its cause and the nature of the
causes also remain different from place to place. Literature, however,
has revealed that whatever is the nature of terrorism, it remains one of
the complex set of phenomena in the world. It covers a diverse group
interests with different origins (Jaspal, 2008; Hussian, 2012). 
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Berrebi  (2007)  argues  that  the  nature  of  terrorism  is  multi-
dimensional.  The  causes  of  terrorism  are  different  from  society  to
society due to its religious, ethnic and political nature. Hussain (2012)
has mentioned two main causes such as socio-economic and political as
the  main  pushing  factors  behind  the  phenomenon  of  terrorism.  He
further explains that the socio-economic forces comprise of people who
have  low  education,  ignorance  and  illiteracy.  All  these  factors
collectively become the driving forces for terrorism to prevail.  Other
studies have discovered that among many causes of terrorism, poverty
and scarce opportunities for decent income, incessant unemployment are
also some of the driving forces to mobilize such people into the mire of
terrorism (Bergesen & Lizardo, 2004).

Some studieshave further revealed that in some cases, political
and political structure has been held responsible for the occurrence of
terrorist acts (Hassan, 2003: Joseph, 2009). Political structure is a kind
of social control in the society. The basic purpose of a political set up is
to bring order  in  the  society (Naz,  2012).  However,  in  certain cases,
misunderstanding and poor implementation mechanism gives room for
angry elements  to  raise  their  heads  and disturb the  political  process,
which ultimately paves the way for those elements to commit immoral
activities in the shape of terrorism and militancy (Gioacchino,  Floriana,
& Anna, 2008).  Some writers have argued that poverty cannot be the
only reason for terrorism, because, the terrorists does not belong to one
society  or  country  (Rashid,  1999;  Nevin,  2003).   Studies  have
discovered  that  some  of  the  terrorist  acts  have  been  committed  by
educated financially well-off persons. For example, Osama Bin Laden
belongs  to  a  richest  family  in  the  Middle  East  (Hussian,  2012;  Lia,
2005). 

Despite of all the above discussion, research has confirmed that
poverty,  unemployment,  poor  health,  growing  illiteracy  and  lack  of
social justice in the society are among the major factors or causes of
terrorism in Pakistan (Riedel, 2008a, Khan, 2009). Studies have further
discovered that the above mentioned factors, terrorism is taking roots in
Pakistani society due to various reasons including easy access to arms
and ammunition and lack of social justice. Other studies have explained
that  with  the  advent  of  the  new era  and  especially  the  invention  of
modern  means  of  weaponry  has  provided  a  new  dimension  to  the
terrorism  issue.  This  has  been  further  facilitated  by  the  information
technology,  transportation and communication.  The terrorist  activities
can  be  carried  out  more  efficiently  and  with  accuracy  than  before
(Crenshaw, 1981; Hussian, 2012). 
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The democratic system of Pakistan has been making efforts to grapple
with the issue of terrorism for a long time since the occurrence of the
9/11 event. It became an easy target for the terrorists especially after its
declaration  of  her  alliance  with  the  global  forces  to  combat
terrorism( Naqvi,, Ahmad,  Zaman & Ahmad, 2012).Due to consistent
political  instability  in  the  country  and  the  continuously  expanding
facilities for the anti-state elements have led to further political apathy
and instability  creating more room for  terrorist  interventions.  Studies
have  stated  that  political  institutions  have  virtually  failed  to  muster
support  for  coping  with  the  situation  which  has  resulted  in  the
destruction  of  public  properties  especially  educational
institutions(Marvin, 2006; Cronin, 2009; Irshad, 2012).

Research has elaborated that terrorism is a complex and multi-
dimensional problem. The issue is associated with many causes such as
social,  economic,  political  and  religious.  All  these  forces  have
contributed to the expansion and escalation of terrorism in the world
(Kronstadt,  2007;  Riedel,  2008b).  Research  has  further  found  that
among other causes of escalation of terrorism in Pakistan, political and
economic  deprivations  are  the  main  root  causes  of  terrorism  (Basit,
2012:  Mango,  2005).Studies  have  further  elaborated  that  the  if  the
political  and  economic  rights  of  a  certain  group  of  people  are  not
satisfied  or  granted  to  them,  such  group  adopt  different  methods  to
retaliate back and sometimes even adopt violent steps to get their claims
and show of anger(Lodhi, 2006). This situation transforms into situation
of  terror  and  destruction.  Some  writers  have  added  that  social
deprivations encourage the effected groups to adopt violent ways to get
their  cherished  aspirations  (Hassan  2009,  Muhammad,  2019  Afzal,
2012). 

In  a  society  where  there  is  illiteracy,  hunger  and  economic
disparity,  terrorism  gets  firm  roots  and  flourishes  rapidly.  Famous
philosopher Aristotle agrees on the assertion that poverty breeds social
violence.  Last  but  not  least,  terrorism  has  sectarian  and  ethnic
dimensions. Research has found that someextremist groups may want to
implement their social or political ideology upon others irrespective of
their cultural or social orientations. This situation may raise differences
among  the  groups  and  this  may  transform  into  social  or  political
anarchy. In such a state of political vacuum, the angry elements may
thrive and challenge the law and order situation leading to more violence
and increase in the crime rate ultimately culminating in perpetration of
terror. 
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Impact on education
The education sector of Pakistan did not remain immune to the

precarious threads of terrorism. In, Pakistan, education falls in the cross
chairs  of  two conflicts:  nationalist  insurgency and Islamist  militancy.
Sorrowfully, over the years, many teachers, professors and scholars have
lost  their  lives  in  the  terror  related conflict  zones  in  Pakistan (Basit,
2012).  Studies  show,  in  the  tribal  areas  of  Pakistan,  more  than  200
schools have been destroyed. This can potentially add to the menace of
illiteracy  in  the  country  which  is  already  far  behind  many  regional
competitors like Sri Lanka, India, Malaysia and so on (Hassan 2009).
According to recent observations, more than 42% of the boy’s schools
have  been  destroyed  in  the  rural  areas  of  the  Khyber  Pakhtunkhwa
province. As a result, about 150,000 students have become deprived of
education and 8000 female teachers have become jobless (Afzal, 2012;
Saleem, 2009). 

According to the latest data collected by the Pakistan Institute of
Peace Studies (PIPS), as many as 142 terrorist attacks were carried out
on educational institutions in 2011-12. In the previous year, there were
129 attacks in 2010, 188 and 119 in 2008 and 2009 respectively. Out of
the 142 attaches reported in 2012, 79 attacks were carried out in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa generally  and 56 attacks  in  the  Federally  Administered
Tribal Area (FATA) and two in Baluchistan. These attacks were carried
out both on male and female educational institutions. More specifically
speaking, girl’s schools received 62 attacks and boy’s schools received
51 attacks respectively (Basit, 2012). 

According to Dawn news report, in October, 2012 two suicide
bombers targeted the new campuses of International Islamic University,
Islamabad, as a result, six students and faculty members were killed and
more than 29 received injuries ( Dawn, 2010; Afzal, 2012). According to
a  latest  data,  in  2011,  in  Swat,  30  illegal  FM  radio  stations  were
established and operated to educate the people by broadcasting extremist
views  against  female  education  and  schools  (Zafar,  2011).
Consequently,  many schools,  colleges were attacked and organization
working for promotion of education in the area were threatened to close
down their activities. Government employees working in the educational
institutions were discouraged to work and continue their services (Naz,
2012). 

The role of Pakistan in war against terror has invited a harsh and
stiff  resistance  from  the  militants  who  continue  their  socio-politico
agenda in the terror target areas. Education is one of their main targets.
The militants have manifested their intentions by targeting schools in the
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tribal  area.  This has led to closure or non-functioning of many other
educational  institutes  (Naqvi,  2012).  According  to  Ahmad  (2012),
although, the terror groups do not openly oppose the boy’s education,
however, many such schools have been hit so far in many parts of the
country.In 2008 alone, estimated figures of 80,000 girls were forced to
leave schools,  whereas,  50 girls  schools  were destroyed in Malakand
district (Zafar, 2011). 

Methodology 
Using a correlation design and a cross sectional method of data

collection, this study surveyed 550 government primary school teachers
(200 female  teachers  and 300 male  teachers)from in Swat  district  of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Pakistan. Questionnaire was used for collection
of data from the respondents on Fiver Point Likert Scale staring from
strongly disagree to strongly agree. Statistical software SPSS was used
to  analyze  the  data.  To  see  the  relationship  between  the  variables
ANOVA  was  applied  along  with  Linear  Regression  Analysis.  The
teachers  were  randomly sampled.  Simple  random was  used  to  select
respondents and to collect data. In this type of sampling every member
of the population has the same chance of being selected. This provides a
wider opportunity for the researcher to reach out to a good representative
number of subjects which indirectly enhances the reliability of the data. 

Analysis of data 
The purpose of this study was to examine the effect of corporal

punishment  on  education  and  univerisalization  of  primary  education
school  KPK.  Analysis  of  the  data  is  presented  in  the  below  tables
followed by findings and conclusions.

Correlation Analysis
Correlation analysis was conducted to examine the relationship

between  independent  variable  (terrorism)  and  dependent  variables
(education and universalization of primary education) of students. 

Table 1. Correlation Analysis of Corporal Punishment and School
Dropout 

Variables
Terroris

m
Educatio
n   

Universalization of
primary education

Terrorism 1
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Education  -0.631* 1
Universalizatio
n of primary 
education 

-0.61* -0.68*
1 

         *Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed).

Table  1  show  that  corporal  punishment  is  significantly
positively correlated with school dropout and significant at p value of
0.01. 

Regression Analysis 
Regression  analysis  was  measured  by  testing  the  research

hypotheses. The results for each variable are discussed as under. 

H1:  There  is  a  relationship  between  terrorism  and  education  in
Pakistan 

Table 2:  Regression analysis of correlation between terrorism and 
education in Pakistan 

Variable
s

R square
t-value Coefficien

t
F-value

P value

Terroris
m 

-0. 754
14.32 -0.77

278.0
0.00

Table 2 show the value of coefficient beta is calculated as - 0.77
which shows a significantly positive relationship between terrorism and
education.  The value of  R-square  is  calculated as  -0.  774 showing -
77.4% variation in the dependant variable (education) is explained by
independent variable (terrorism). The model’s goodness of fit is shown
by F-value that is  278.0. Hence, H1 was accepted and it is proved that
terrorism is significantly negatively correlated with education.

H2:  There is a relationship between terrorism and universal primary
education in Pakistan 

Table 2:  Regression analysis of correlation betweenterrorism and 
universal primary education in Pakistan 

Variable
s

R square
t-value Coefficien

t
F-value

P value

Terroris
m  

- 0. 755
14.32 - 0.67

265.0
0.00

137



Table 2 show the value of coefficient beta is calculated as - 0.67
which shows a significantly positive relationship between terrorism and
education. The value of R-square is calculated as 0. 755 showing 75.5%
variation  in  the  dependant  variable  (universalzation  of  primary
education)  is  explained  by  independent  variable  (terrorism).  The
model’s goodness of fit is shown by F-value that is  265.0. Hence, H1

was accepted and it is proved that terrorism is significantly negatively
correlated with universalization of primary education.

Findings of the study 
The purpose of this study was to investigate correlations between

terrorism,  education  and  universalization  of  primary  education  in
Pakistan. Major findings of the study are as follows: 

1. There is a significantly negative correlation between terrorism
and  education  in  Pakistan.  The  finding  of  this  study  further
supports the previous studies that terrorism has contributed to
the already decaying education system in Pakistan.

2. There is a significantly negative correlation between terrorism
and  universalization  of  primary  education  in  Pakistan.  The
finding of this study further supports the previous studies that
terrorism has  contributed  to  illiteracy  and decrease  in  school
enrollments in Pakistan. 

Conclusion
This study found a strong negative correlation between terrorism

and universalization of primary education in Pakistan. The results of this
study indicate that terrorism has played a negative role concerning the
already poor  educational  indicators  of  Pakistan.  The literature  review
showed  that  in  many  parts  of  Khyber  Pakhtunkhwa  province  of
Pakistan, due to terror attacks, many schools for both boys’ and girls’,
have been destroyed altogether. This has negatively contributed towards
the already educational indicators of Pakistan,  especially, the primary
education.  Pakistan  has  already  lagged  behind  many  of  her  regional
counterparts  in  progress  towards  achieving  the  universal  primary
education.  The  wave  of  terrorism  has  exacerbated  this  phenomenon
further  to  alarming proportions.  This  paper  concludes  that  there  is  a
immediate need on the part of the planners and managers of education in
Pakistan to revisit the targets of education as well as the universalization
of  primary  education.  A  close  collaboration  is  needed  between  the
private and public sector to improve the indicators affected by terrorism.
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Future research 
This study was conducted based on cross-sectional design for

which data were collected just  once during the study from a specific
geographical  area  with  a  small  sample  base.  Hence,  it  cannot  be
generalized to other places. It  is recommended that future researchers
may  use  the  same  design  with  moresample  size  and  qualitative  or
longitudinal method. This will help in deeper understanding of the effect
of terrorism on education in Pakistan. This study was conducted only in
Swat district. Future study may extend the scope of the study to other
parts like FATA and affiliated areas where also terrorists have destroyed
many schools. 
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