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Abstract 

 It was in the aftermath of 9/11 incidence that the US & NATO 
troops invaded the mountains of Afghanistan in 2001. The attack was 

based on the intelligence reports of the presence of Osama bin Laden in 

the area. Since this military march into Afghanistan was very notorious, 
United States rationalized it by the theme of extremism and terrorism out 

of proportion. United States ( US) invasion of Afghanistan was based on 

three commonly known purposes, killing of Usama bin Ladan and 
finishing Taliban regime, approach to energy resources of Central Asian 

Regeon(CARs) and controlling its routes, and encircling China which it 

consider a rival to its hegemony. Strategically Gawadr is important as it 

is lying across the Sea Lanes of Communication (SLOCs) originating 
out of Hormuz, a strategic point, from where 30% of world’s oil is 

transported daily. This port can regulate the whole Indian Ocean with 

the trade courses of Persian Gulf Region, Pacific Rim and far eastern 
countries. Gwadar port is able to bring change in the strategic 

environment and economy of the region. China, which is financing the 

port, is a strong helper in the other associated projects also like railroad 

links and industrial complexes. Gwadar will not only open China to 
Arabian Sea through Xinjiang but will also provide her an opportunity to 

keep a check on sea routes of Indian Ocean.  The concerns of the United 

States of America and India are growing with regards to this Chinese 
involvement in Pakistan’s Gwadar port. These external concerns are 

stoking internal challenges to the port project. The people of 

Baluchistan, where the project is located, are against the project. The 
most important reason of this resistance is that Baluch nationalists take it 

as an attempt from Islamabad to make use of their natural resources for 

other areas of Pakistan. The evidences show that though terrorism in not 

new in Pakistan but it has changed its direction from east of Pakistan to 
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west after the construction of Gwadar port and this terrorism is one 
among the reasons that this mega project which was completed in 2005 
is still not materialized. 

Key words: Gwadar port, terrorism, oil routes, oil resources, 
Baluchistan, taliban  

Introduction: 

 “If the decision to end a war were simply to spring from a 
rational calculation about gains and losses for the nation as a whole, it 
should be no harder to get out of a war than to get into one”. 

Fred Charles Iklé, 
Every War Must End, 1971 

  When US troops were ordered to enter Afghanistan for the 

removal of Taliban regime, Only Four months later, Pakistan and China 

joined hands for the construction of a Deep Sea Port on the Arabian Sea. 
The invasion of Afghanistan by US and its allies has some commonly 

known objectives: Finding and finishing al Qaeda, approaching and 

exploiting the oil resources of CARs, and surrounding China (S.E. 

Husain, 2009). Having an Important geostrategic location, Pakistan can 
play its role in the accomplishment of these objectives.1. For defeating 

al-Qaeda and Taliban, Pakistan has already helped US except for a few 

instances where Pakistan’s national interest was severely damaged 
(Masud Khan, 2009). 2. For Pumping oil reserves US will not find any 

resistance from Pakistan if it succeeds in establishing an energy corridor 

from Turkmenistan to India via Afghanistan and Pakistan.3. The third 

objective of US to encircle China is problematic for Pakistan, and 
Pakistan’s resistance on the issue, most probably, has created problems 

in Baluchistan (Ahsan, W., 2011). China needs an easy and shortest 

access to Indian Ocean, and Pakistan is the best source for. China has 
helped Pakistan in the construction of Gwadar Port on the Arabian Sea 

at the mouth of Persian Gulf. The US analysts believe that this port is 

likely to project China’s naval presence in the region near the Gulf 
containing 55% of world’s oil reserves (Ahmad Hassan, 2005). The port 

is making Chinese access to the world market easy. It will also make 

China’s relations with Pakistan stronger. India, the common foe of 

Pakistan and China, also considers the presence of China in the Indian 
Ocean something threatening. There is likelihood of Gwadar port being 

offered as an alternative to Dubai and Iran’s newly built free trade port 

“Chabahar”. The paper argue that to Iran, India and US, fully 
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operational Gwadar port is not acceptable and terrorism in Baluchistan 
now a days is closely linked to the establishment of Gwadar port. The 

work provides evidence based links between war on terrorism and 
Gwadar Port to support the mentioned argument.  

What is terrorism? 

 There is no proper definition of terrorism but the majority of us 

know it when it happens. It can be simply explained that terrorism is an 

intentional violent act or threat of violence against a group wanting them 
to bring a change (Brian, K. 2010). Hijackings, bombings, shootings, 

and killings are all acts of terrorism. They are not just brutal, unplanned 

violent acts, rather a strategy always work behind it .They are not blind, 
spontaneous or random acts but intentionally planned violence against 

the civil public (Audrey K. C., 2013).  Its nature became political when 

the acts are planned for the change in political order. Generally civilians 
are being targeted not military and sub-national groups are involved in 
attacking the civilians rather than army (Brian, K. 2010). 

 Terrorism is not new. The Jewish extremists publicly cut the 
throats of Romans and their agents in Palestine during the first century 

.In India, there was human sacrifices to Kali (a Hindu female Goddess) 

in seventh-century.  During the eleventh century in the Middle East it 
was common in the Shiite sect to eat hashish before murdering their 

foes. Russia’s Narodnaya, was an effective terrorist organization in 

nineteenth-century which was an anti Xarist group .In the twentieth 
century, the 1914 assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand by a Serb 

extremist triggered World War I. Terrorism in present form can be 

traced back to July 22, 1968 when the Palestine’s Popular Front carried 
out the first hijacking of a commercial air plane. (BBC,2014) 

History of terrorism in Pakistan 

 Pakistan has diverse population in terms of ethnicity and 

religious sects since 1947. At the time of independence the ethnic groups 
were Bangali, Punjabi, Sindhi, Baluchi, and Pathans and the Muslim 

sects were Sunnis and Shias, which were further subdivided into 

different groups on their theological differences. The separation of East 
Pakistan in 1971 and the insurgency in Baluchistan (till date) are the 

results of this diversity. Terrorism in Pakistan in its present form is the 

outgrowth of five interconnected factors:  Soviet invasion in 

Afghanistan, Iranian revolution, Soviet withdrawal, Afghanistan 
invasion by USA, and Iraq invasion. 
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 A terrorist group named Al-Zulfikar came into existence in1979 

when General Zia-ul-Haq hanged the elected Prime Minister Zulfiqar 
Ali Bhuto. The group committed acts of terrorism, including hijackings. 

Sindh was Bhutto’s resident province, and Zia was afraid of Pakistan 

peoples party (PPP) re-appearance. To get rid of PPP he helped form a 
language-based party, Muhajir Qaumi Movement( MQM), in Sindh. 

Violence against and by this party, can be held responsible for about 

ninety percent of terrorism in Sindh and forty percent in the entire 
country (Kukreja, 2003). 

 Shia community in Pakistan flourished in 1979 as a result of 

Iranian Revolution. This community wanted exemption from the Zakat 
& Usher Ordinance (1980) and their demand from government was to 

enforce Shia jurisprudence in their personal lives. Sipah-e-Sahaba 

Pakistan (SSP),  an anti-Shia Deobandi religious organization, was 
helped form by Zia to counter Shia community (Haqqani, 2006) which 

was further supported  by the Iraq-Iran war in 1980’s, as the parties to 

the war made Pakistan a proxy theater (Fair, 2004). The SSP received 

strong financial support from Saudi Arabia and Iraq and became a rich 
organization (Kamran, 2008). This organization gave birth to many 

militant groups later like Lashkar-e-Jhangvi. Almost thirty percent of 

terrorism in Pakistan can be traced back to these groups or alike. 
Sectarian & Language motives created seventy percent of terrorism in 
Pakistan (S.E. Husain, 2009). 

 In 1979 the Afghanistan invasion by Soviets led Saudi Arabia 

and America for the investment of   almost $6 billion in the region for 
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organizing, training, and equipping fighters against the Soviet Union 
(Weiner, 1998). In the name of Jihad thousands of Mujahideen were 

pushed to move towards Pakistan and Afghanistan. Mullahs came in 

prominence with the American and Saudi money in Pakistan and 

brought the culture of Madrasas and Jihad to the society. (S. E. Husain, 
2009) 

 In 1989, at the end of Jihad against Soviets, the U.S did not 

demobilize mujahedeen putting Inter- Services Intelligence (ISI) in 

action (Shuja et al. 2009). ISI of Pakistan diverted these mujahedeen in 

two different directions: they were used for the creation of strategic 
depth in Afghanistan and to support occupied Kashmir (Rashid, 1999). 

Taliban (Mujahedeen) came to power in Afghanistan with the help of 

ISI, which became a refugee camp for Osama bin Laden and other Arab 

mujahedeen. The Taliban government of Afghanistan challenged US on 
two basic factors. Mujahedeen got confidence when they defeated a 

super power (Soviet Union) and they thought that US is ignoring them 

on withdrawal of Soviets from Afghanistan. The attack of 9/11 is the 
result of these grievances which forced U.S. to come back to 
Afghanistan not as a helper this time but as an enemy.  

 In October 2001 Afghanistan was invaded by US and Pakistan 

became an alley in War against terrorism.  Terrorism now-a-days in 

KPK, FATA, and some parts of Punjab is a direct result of Pakistan’s 
confrontation with the Arab Mujahedeen and Taliban (Shuja et al., 2009) 

War on Terror and Gwadar Port.  

 Since 1974, one can see five peaks of terrorism in Pakistan. First 

was in 1987 with 60 incidents, 22 in KPK and 11 in Islamabad. 
According to Global Terrorism Database (GTD) these were committed 

by unknown terrorists but the location and time strongly suggest that 

they were linked with Afghan or Soviet secret agency to pressurize 
Pakistan to fight against Soviets in Afghan Jihad. The second was in 

1991 with 150 incidents out of which 77 were in Sindh and 34 in Punjab, 

these were language-based Sectarian incidents. In 1995 there was the 
highest peak of 665 terrorism incidents and Sindh was targeted with 630 

incidents. These were the language-based incidents in the two big cities 

of Sindh, Karachi and Hyderabad. 206 terrorism incidents happened in 

1997 making the fourth peak. These were sectarian based incidents and 
Punjab was the target along with some language-based incidents in 

Sindh. There was silence and peace in the country for a shorter time and 

in 2004 terrorism raised again in Pakistan with more damaging power in 
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the form of Taliban in FATA and KPK, and in the form of Ethnicity in 
the province of Baluchistan. 256 incidents of terrorism occurred in 2007 

out of which 133 were in KPK, 64 in FATA and 34 in Baluchistan 

(GTD). One has to keep in mind that Gwadar port was formally 

inaugurated in 2007.  
 

 

 Looking at the maps it can be seen that the terrorist incidents 
have changed their location from east to west of Pakistan.  

  There is change in the distribution of terrorism incidents in 

Pakistan regarding number and place of incidence based on pre and post 

U.S invasion of Afghanistan. Table shows that number of incidents 
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increased in Baluchistan, FATA and KPK in terms of percentages and 
decreased in Sindh and Punjab significantly.  

Table1.  Number of incidents in %form from 1979 to 2007 in Pakistan 

Source: work of Syed Ejaz Hussain  

  Massive operations in the north-west of Pakistan are in progress 
by the Pakistani army against Talibans. The security in the country is 

highly alert for the stoppage of possible suicide attacks. It cannot be 

predicted that when this war will be ended? In Balochistan the conflict 

started when security forces were targeted in the name of backwardness 
in June 2002. It got speed with the construction of the first phase of the 

Gwadar port project. The Balochies attacked a number of Chinese 

Engineers as they were taking the project as a threat to their interests 
(Dawn, 2004, May 5). In 2005 the Chinese Premier did not come for 

opening ceremony of the Gwadar port because of the unreliable security 

conditions which made the situation even worst (Awais Mughal, 2008). 
All this was revolving around the development of Gwadar deep Seaport 
and transit trade route. 

 This unrest could have been stopped to Balochistan only but the 
decision to extend the KKH-II put the province of Khyber Pakhtoon 

Khwa (KPK) in the same circle. The girl’s schools and colleges were 

destroyed in the name of Shariah in the whole province and FATA areas. 
These insurgencies started when China gave decision for up gradation of 

KKH to connect Gwadar port to western China passing from Gilgit, 

Kohistan, Besham (a main portion of Swat), Thakot, Hazara devision 
and Hasanabdal. This project agreement was not welcomed by some 

countries like USA, which was taking it as a threat to its own strategic 

interests in the exploitation of the resources of Central Asian States and 

India which was considering it a threat to its security. In Swat operation, 
the US made weapons were used against the Pakistan’s army. In 

explanation US declared that these were the weapons which were stolen 

from the arms supplied to Afghan forces (Amir Latif,***). The 
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government of Pakistan several times attempted to send peace 
delegations to these areas for bringing peace but the militants supported 

by India and United States do not want any peace or any Islamic nizam 

in the area. The economic interests and trade of the surrounding 

countries would also be greatly affected by the construction of Kashgar-
Gwadar trade route. China started laying rail-link from Shanghai to 

Kashgar simultaneously. The issue of backwardness and provincial 

rights were raised in Balochistan to stop Chinese access to Arabian Sea 
through Gwadar port. In this regard these countries wanted to stop 

Pakistan from utilizing the economic benefits of Gwadar port. Same 

strategy was applied to the tribal areas and KPK too (Salik M, 2009). All 
this became possible by keeping in mind that the people of the area are 

emotionally attached to Islam and the cultural environment is suitable 

for the propaganda of the theme “Islamic extremism”. Osama bin Laden 
& Al-Qaeda leadership was tremendously exaggerated.  

 This is the beginning of a new great game for access to Central 

Asian rich resources. USA, Iran and Russia are old players in the game 
and India may be the new one. It will be very right to predict that India 

would try to create problems in Gwadar port to become a hub port 

(Robbert,T., 2006). Strong evidences are there that India is a part of 
planning and implementation of various acts to spread terrorism in 

Balochistan province of Pakistan by setting up 26 consulates in 

Afghanistan along the western border ( Ameen I ,2006 ). India is 

investing money to bring unrest in Baluchistan, These allegations 
against India are confirmed by C. Fair from Rand Corporation when she 

said: “Indian officials have told me privately that they are pumping 
money into Baluchistan” (2009). 

 The suicide bombings inside Pakistan have been a source of 

continuous nuisance not only for Pakistani nation but also a cause of 
grave concern for the whole world. Pakistan’s Army, courts and ISI are 

continuously targeting by the terrorists causing great losses to life and 

property. As a result of war on terrorism, Pakistani security forces are 

attacked on two fronts, they are confronting the suicide bombers within 
the cities on one hand, and they are fighting with terrorists in the tribal 

areas on the other hand (The News, 2015, Dec 17). These are not only 

the security forces who are suffering, but the whole nation is in loss in 
many respects. First and the foremost is in the form of death and 

disabilities caused due to bombings whether it is on the war front or in 

the form of suicide attacks in the cities (The News, 2015, Feb 25). It has 
to be noted here that it carries with it huge repercussions in the form of 

loss of bread earners in the families resulting in ruining of the future of 
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the whole family. Second very important aspect is the anxious state of 
mind people are living with. It has resulted in psychiatric illnesses not 

only among bereaved families but also the general masses. This fear that 

bomb can blow us apart any moment or a missile can hit the house any 

time are driving thousands towards psychiatric clinic (Itzhak l, 2006). 
Last but not least is the economic repercussions in the form of loss of 

consumer confidence and decrease in the investor’s sentiments, whether 

domestic or foreign, resulting in ever deteriorating economic indicators 
(Shah F., 2014). 

  The purpose of India is to stop Pakistan from providing a short 
and safe transit trade route to Central Asian States. With the construction 

of Gwadar port, India started helping Iran to construct Chabahar port 

very next to Gwadar which will be available to India for its trade with 

Afghanistan and Central Asian States as Iran has road links with CARs. 
India is helping Iran in construction of supporting infrastructure too. 

United States have financed a Ring Road connecting Kabul to Chabahar 

through Herat (Rizwan Z., 2003). Zaranj-Delaram highway is being 
successfully completed which connects India with Central Asia.  It links 

Zaranj, which lies on Afghanistan’s border with Iran, to Delaram, 

situated on the “garland highway”. The garland highway links Kabul, 
Kandahar, Herat, Mazar-e-Sharif and Kunduz (Daily Times,2013). 

 China soft rise strategy is adopted specifically for its economic 

development according to China but United States is considering it a 
threat to its supremacy. United States is taking China as its future rival 

and is showing concerns about China’s growing military might (Bulent 

G.,2002 ). The international situation is changing continuously but there 
is no change in Pakistan-China friendship.  China has always helped 

Pakistan in its economic development. China is helping Pakistan in 

various fields, from construction of nuclear power plants to the 
construction of roads, dams, and rail links. China is also helping in 

industrial developments, and off course is the helper in construction of 

the mega project of Gwadar port which can change the faith of Pakistan. 

In return Pakistan can help China by opening it to the world oil market 
through Arabian Sea to continue its economic growth, especially to the 

resources of Central Asian States and by providing shortest and safest 

route to imports from Gulf region. By approaching the resources of 
Central Asia China can achieve its economic objectives in shorter period 
of time.  

 The construction of Gwadar port is advantageous to China in 

many respects. The most important advantage is to utilize it in Chinese 
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go west policy, i.e the opening of its western region to world markets. It 
can be very easily said that Gwadar port will play a vital role in China’s 

Foreign Trade route in future. The Karakoram highway is already 

connecting western China to Pakistan. From Swat onwards a complete 

network of roads is available linking all these cities to Indus Highway 
through Peshawar and Kohat (The Hindu, 2006). With further expansion 

and upgrading of this road, proposed linkages to Gwadar will take place 

via planned Kohat tunnel, Tank, D.I. Khan, Taunsa, D.G. Khan, 
Rajanpur, Kashmore, Sikarpur, Ratodero, and Khuzdar.  The section of 

Motorway (M-6) and Motorway (M-8) will link D.G. Khan to Ratodero 

and Ratodero to Gwadar, respectively (The Hindu, 2006).  It will be the 
shortest and safest route connecting Gwadar to Western China. 

 Gwadar port is being anticipated to be a place of great strategic 

importance that will give boost to Pakistan’s economy tremendously 
resulting in uplifting the living standards of the people. However, it is 

not acceptable to US, India and other countries. This is apparent from 

the fact as sooner as Pakistan Army initiated a military operation against 
Talibans in the tribal areas; the propaganda in the press was spread that 

the nuclear assets of Pakistan will be the next target.  The term 

“Talibans” is used for those who are suicide bombers, who are 
destructing girls’ schools, and who are the killers of innocent children. 

The whole process is termed as ‘Talibanization”. It can be seen that 

purpose behind the creation of Talibans was to control the trade route 

from Qandhar to Herat and Central Asia. This trade route is still bone of 
contention and the construction of Gwadar port has provided new base 
to further intensify the issue. 

Conclusion 

 No discussion on terrorism is complete without taking into 

account the geostrategic politics of the region and the role of external 

and internal state actors. Terrorism in Pakistan is not an exemption. 
Evidences show that terrorism in Pakistan has shifted from east to west 

of Pakistan with the construction of Gwadar port. If it is being 

materialized it can change the geopolitics of the region and terrorism is 

one of the main hurdles in the way of materializing Gwadar deep sea 
port. China is the initiator of this Port of Pakistan, providing a boost to 

the vital geo-strategic ties with Pakistan in the era of globalization. The 

presence of China at the mouth of Persian Gulf will not only provide it 
an opportunity to have a check on SLOCS of Indian Ocean but will also 

be helpful in its struggle to be a naval power. China can not only take 

advantage of the port but will also have easy access to CARs, Middle 
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east and Africa by utilizing an existing land link(KKH)  as it will reduce 
the sea distance from 10,000 km to 2,500km only ( Hasan, y. M., 2014). 

Gwadar Port will provide it a transit terminal energy imports from Iran 

and Middle East. China is concerned about US presence in the Middle 

East as it is importing 60% of its energy supplies from the Middle East 
and US can disrupt these supplies in crisis. Hence, Gwadar port, near the 

Straits of Hormuz, has greater strategic significance for China, US, India 

and Iran. Balochistan, where the port is located, has been the target of 
terrorism. What is the cause of US interest in Baluchistan is the question 

seeking answer. The Answer may be that creation of “Greater 

Balochistan” is the top most agenda of India, US and Israel’s collective 
work with the objectives of ;(1) to weaken Pakistan, isolate Iran and use 

Afghanistan, (2) to establish strong hold in CARs and  (3) to interrupt in 

China’s economic interests in the regions of  Africa and Middle East by 
creating hurdles in full scale operation of Gwadar port.  
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