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Abstract

The present study entitled “violation of laws through Child labor in hotel
industry(a  case  study  of  Kalam,Swat)”.  A  sample  size  of  182
respondents was selected through simple random sampling procedure.
Interview schedule  was  used  as  a  tool  for  data  collection.  However,
thedata disclosed that a significant (P< 0.05) relationship was detected
between respondents perception that parents compel children on labor
with impacts  of child labor.  Similarly,  a  highly significant  (P< 0.05)
relationship  was  found  between  respondents  perception  about
relationship  between  the  phenomena  that  you  are  not  interesting  in
getting education with economic impacts of child labor. Moreover,  a
non-significant (P>0.05) relationship was detected between respondents
perception that peer group is responsible for your labor with economic
impacts  of  child  labor.  Likewise,  a  non-significant  (p  >  0.05)
relationship was disclosed between respondents perception that accesses
to laboring in your area is responsible for your labor with its impacts.
Similarly, a non-significant (p>0.05) relationship was detected between
respondents perception that  death of  family earning member leads to
child  labor  with  economic  impacts  of  child  labor.Furthermore,
significant  (p  <  0.05)  relationship  was  found  between  respondents
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perception that lack of proper love and affection from family leads to
child  labor  with   economic  impacts  of  child  labor.  Likewise,  a
significant  (p<0.05)  relationship  was  disclosed  between  respondents
perception that neglect ion of child by parents caused child labor with
economic  impacts  of  child  labor.  It  is  the  responsibility  of  the
government  to  improve  the  child  labor  legislation  and  its  effective
implementation for the welfare of children was suggested as a policy
recommendation.
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Introduction
According to the constitution of Islamic republic of Pakistan 1973, “no
child below the age of fourteen shall be engaged in any factory or mine
or in any other hazardous employment.” Also, “all forms of forced labor
and traffic in human beings are prohibited.” The government of Pakistan
has passed two legislations, viz. the employment of children Act, 1991
and  the  bonded  labor  system  (Abolition)  Act,  1992.  These  contain
punitive  clauses  for  commission  of  offenses  under  the  Acts.  The
factories  Act  1934 does  not  allow the employment of children under
fifteen and even adolescents among fifteen to seventeen in the hazardous
occupations specified in the rules framed under the Act (Muhammad,
2003). Child labor is generally speaking, works of children that harm
them  or  exploits  them  in  some  way  i.e.  physically,  mentally  or  by
blocking access to education. There is a big difference between child
labor  and child work.  It  should be differentiated that  the  latter  is  an
occasional from of work, requiring at most a few hours in a day. This
form  of  work  is,  acceptable  and  in  fact  it  helps  them  to  acquire
traditional skills but the former condition is not acceptable because it is a
work situation where children are forced to work to fulfill the need for
them and their families and they became uneducated and unsocial. By
doing so they not only destroys their educational career but lost their
health  in  both  way  physically  and  mentally  Child  labor,  however,
implies  something different  that  young people are  being exploited or
deprived of their rights or just childhood (Ahmed, 1987).
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Poverty and low parental education is responsible for the greater ratio of
child labor in today world. Low parental education and households are
responsible to have children combine child labor with schooling (Shafiq,
2007).

Hai,  et  al  (2010)  explored  the  socio-economic  determinants  of  child
labor in the coastal  areas of Baluchistan.  It  was concluded that  child
income,  number  of  earner,  percentage  of  educated  children  in  the
household, working hours of children, gender, and fishing as occupation
of the head of the household are the major determinants of education
status all showing negative impact on percentage of child labor.

Awan et al. (2011) identified that the large number of child labor is due
to the fact mostly mothers of working children are uneducated that the
main  reason.  Such  other  reasons  are  large  family  size,  low  family
income and lower education of the household head. Such factors forces
children  for  work  that  often  damage  to  their  development.  It  was
identified that lower education of other households and lower income of
family are the root cause of child labor.

At the beginning of the 21st century, 317 million young children in the
world  are  working  for  the  survival  of  themselves  and their  families.
According  to  ILO Survey  of  Pakistan  1996,  out  of  40  million,  .3.3
million  (8.3 percent  of  the  total  children)  in  the  (5-14)  years  of  age
group  are  economically  active  in  various  formal  and  informal
departments in Pakistan (ILO, 2006).

Child trafficking is the main cause of child labor. These children work in
paid and unpaid work which is mainly in the informal sectors. Some of
such children are found on the street, in the agriculture sector and in the
domestic area. Also found an increasing number of children involving in
work  like  deep  sea  fishing,  prostitution  etc  which  harmful  for  their
development  (Cruz  et  al,  2007).  In  trafficked children  who  are  boys
between the  ages  of  10  to  17  year  are  used  as  forced  labors  in  the
informal sectors such as fishing, mining, and agriculture and the girls
between the  ages  of  7  to  16  years  are  trafficked for  the  purpose  of
domestic servitude and sexual exploitation (DANIDA Report, 2002).
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Materials and Methods

This section highlights the methodology used for analyzing the problem
under  study.  The  universe  of  the  present  studywas  hotel  industry  of
Kalam,Swat”. A sample size of 182 respondents was selected through
simple random procedure. Interview schedule was used as a tool for data
collection. . The collected data was analyzed and displayed as layout in
percentage in  table  01 .In  order  to  find out  the  association based on
significance  level,  the  chi-square  test  as  out-lined  by  Tai,  (1978)
presented below.

Where 
 (c2) = Chi-square for two categorical variables
oij =  the  observed  frequencies  in  the  cross-classified

category at ith row and jth column
eij =  the  expected  frequency  for  the  same  category,
assuming no association between variables under investigation.

Conceptual Framework

Independent Variable Dependent Variable
Social  Causes  of  child  labor
such as  parents  pressure,  lack
of  interest  in  getting
education,  ,  Peer  group
socialization, easy accessibility
to  the  workplace,  death  of  a
family earner member, Lack of
proper affection and love from
family  side  and  child
trafficking

Child Labor
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Results and Discussions

Table No-1 showing the causes of child labor 

Table-1  indicates  that  out  of  80  (100%),  92.2%  of  the  respondents
opined  that  parent  compel  them  on  labor,  while  6.1%  respondents
negated the former statement and 1.7% had no idea about  it.  Similar
results are being produced by Sailee (2011) that due to large number of
family  members,  parents  are  unable  to  fulfill  all  the  financial
expenditure alone that’s why they compelled their children to do child
labor  and  to  general  addition  income  for  the  smooth  running  of
household affairs.

Similarly,  12.8%  of  the  respondents  disclosed  that  they  were  not
interested  in  getting  education,  while  83.3%  of  the  respondents  had
negated the previous statement and 3.9% had no idea about it.  These
finding are in opposition to the findings of Mahmood, et al (2005) he
stated children mostly tend to escape from their studies and education
which in turn indulged them into child labor.

Furthermore,  11.1%  of  the  respondents  stated  that  peer  group  is
responsible for child labor, while 87.2% had view that peer group is not
causing  factor  of  child  labor  and  1.7% had  no  information  about  it.
Similar results had produced by Mesfin Press Conference (2005) which
stated that peer group is not the sole features which cause child labor
rather it could be a positive indicator towards the proper socialization of
children.

Also,  majority  i.e.   54.4%  of  the  respondents  had  opined  that  low
parental  education  is  causing  factor  of  the  child  labor,  while  27.2%
respondents had negated the former statement and 18.3% had no idea
regarding it. These results are in the support with the results produced by
Shafiq (2007); Hai et al (2010); and Awan et al (2011). They highlight
that when household heads (parents) remain uneducated so it negatively
affect  children  personality  and  due  to  lack  of  knowledge  about  the
consequences of pushing their children into menace of child, they send
their  children  for  work  to  get  extra  money  to  fulfill  the  household
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expenditure. Moreover i.e 17.8% of the respondents had disclose that
death of family earning member leads to child labor, while 82.2% had
not supported this statement. These are strongly in contradiction with the
resulted by Khan (2000). He pointed out that head of the family in the
backbone for giving financial, moral and psychological support. If head
of  family  dies  it  produced sense  negative  effects  on  family  monthly
income. For balancing it, children then become involved in doing work
which makes them vulnerable for child labor.

Furthermore, 50.0% of the respondents opined that lack of proper love
and  affection  from  family  causing  child  labor,  while  42.2%  of  the
respondents rejected the former statement and 7.8% had no knowledge
about it. As it is a fact human being is a social animal every individual
needs  care,  love,  affections,  security,  etc  for  the  better  personality
development and for survival in society. Hirway et al (1991) presented
similar results that parents don’t treat their children in a loving, caring,
doing hard work and to become the victims of children. Thus in turn
disturbs the whole life career of children.

Almost, 47.8% of the respondents had opined that neglect ion of child
by parents caused child labor, while 42.8% of the respondents had not in
fever of the statement and 9.4% didn’t show any agreement to it. Results
from trough review of literature review of literature showed that strong
umbrella  of  lone,  affection,  special  care  and  treatment  is  vital  for
children  otherwise  they  then  become  victims  of  child  labor  which
deteriorates their personalities in number of ways (Hirway, et al. 1991)
In addition, out of total 180 (100%) 16.7% of the respondents said that
trafficking is the causing factor of child labor, while majority i.e. 57.2%
of the respondents viewed that trafficking is not causing child labor and
26.1% did not provide any information about it. It is evident that human
trafficking is one of the largest ermines in the world and ranked on third
position. It  is one of the lacerate businesses in the world. Cruz et al,
(2007);  and  DANIDA  report  (2007)  presented  similar  findings  that
forced labor or prostitution is very much harmful for the grooming of
good personalities of children.
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Table 1: Showing the Causesof Child Labor

Sr.
No

Statement Total Yes No Don’t
Know

1 Parents  compel
you on labor

180(100) 166(92.2) 11(6.1) 3(1.7)

2 You  are  not
interesting  in
getting education

180(100) 23(12.8) 150(83.3) 7(3.9)

3 Peer  group  is
responsible  for
your labor

180(100) 20(11.1) 157(87.2) 3(1.7)

4 Low  parental
education  leads
to child labor

180(100) 98(54.4) 66(36.7) 16(8.9)

5 Death  of  family
earning  member
leads  to  child
labor

180(100) 32(17.8) 148(82.2) 0

6 Lack  of  proper
love  and
affection  from
family  leads  to
child labor

180(100) 90(50.0) 76(42.2) 14(7.8)

7 Neglect  ion  of
child  by  parents
caused  child
labor

180(100) 86(47.8) 77(42.8) 17(9.4)

8 Mostly
trafficking
caused  child
labor

180(100) 30(16.7) 103(57.2) 47(26.1)

Table-2:   Showing the relationship between social causes of child labor 
and economic impacts of child labor.

Human life is affected by various social causes. Child labor is one of the
causes  that  affect  badly  the  proper  growth  of  children.  The  study
provided the information on the relationship between social causes of
child  labor  with  economic  impacts  of  child  labor.  It  shows  the
respondents  perception  that  parents  compel  children  on  labor  and
economic impacts of childlabor. The data disclosed that a significant (P<
0.05) relationship detected between respondents perception that parents
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compel children on labor with impacts of child labor. Similar results are
being  produced  by  Sailee(2011)  that  due  to  large  number  of  family
members,  parents  than  unable  to  fulfill  all  the  financial  expenditure
alone that’s why they compelled their children to do child labor and to
general addition income for the smooth running of household affairs.

Furthermore,  the  study  showed  the  respondents  perception  about
relationship  between  the  phenomena  that  you  are  not  interesting  in
getting  education  with  impacts  of  child  labor.  Similarly,  a  highly
significant  (P<  0.05)  relationship  was  found  between  respondents
perception about relationship between the phenomena that you are not
interesting in getting education with economic impacts of child labor. 

The  study  further  revealed  the  respondent’s  perception  about
relationship  between  peer  groups  is  responsible  for  labor  labor  with
economic impacts of child labor. Moreover, a non-significant (P>0.05)
relationship  was  detected  between  respondents  perception  that  peer
group  is  responsible  for  your  labor  with  economic  impacts  of  child
labor. Peer group play a vital role in proper socialization. Similar results
had produced by Mesfin Press Conference (2005) which stated that peer
group is not the sole features which cause child labor rather it could be a
positive indicator towards the proper socialization of children.

Also  a  non-significant  (p>0.05)  relationship  was  found  between
respondents  perception  about  relationship  between  low  parental
education is responsible for your labor with economic impacts of child
labor. Likewise, a non-significant (p > 0.05) relationship was disclosed
between respondents perception that accesses to laboring in your area is
responsible  for  your  labor  with  its  impacts.  These  results  are  in  the
support with the results produced by Shafiq (2007)  that when household
heads  (parents)  remain  uneducated  so  it  negatively  affect  children
personality  and  due  to  lack  of  knowledge  about  the  consequence  of
pushing  their  children  into  menace  of  child  labor,  they  send  their
children  for  work  to  get  extra  money  to  fulfill  the  household
expenditure.  The  study further  explored  the  relationship  between the
respondents perception that death of family earning members leads to
child  labor  with  economic  impacts  of  child  labor.  Similarly,  a  non-
significant  (p>0.05)  relationship  was  detected  between  respondents

64



perception that death of family earning member leads to child labor with
economic impacts  of  child  labor.  These are  strongly in  contradiction
with findings given by Khan (2000). He pointed out that head of the
family is  the  backbone for  giving financial,  moral  and psychological
support.  If  head  of  family  dies  it  produced  sense  negative  effect  on
family monthly income. For balancing it, children then become involved
in doing work which makes them vulnerable for child labor.

 Furthermore, a significant (p < 0.05) relationship was found between
respondents  perception  that  lack  of  proper  love  and  affection  from
family leads to child labor with economic impacts of child labor. As it is
a fact that human being is a social animal by nature and necessity and he
needs  care,  love,  affection,  security  for  the  better  personality
development and for survival in society. Hirway et al (1991) presented
similar results that parents don’t treat their childrenin a loving, caring,
affectionate way so there is a greater tendency on the part of children in
indulges in doing hard work and to become the victims of children. Thus
in  turn  disturbs  the  whole  life  Career  of  children.The  study  further
examined  the  relationship  between  the  respondents  perceptions  the
neglect ion of child by parents caused child labor with economic impacts
of  child  labor.  Likewise,  a  significant  (p<0.05)  relationship  was
disclosed between respondents perception that neglect ion of child by
parents caused child labor with economic impacts of child labor. Results
from thorough review of literature showed that strong umbrella of lone,
affection, special care and treatment is vital for children otherwise they
then become victims of child labor which deteriorates their personalities
in number of ways (Hirway, et al 1991).

The  study  further  highlighted  the  relationship  between  respondents
perceptions that mostly trafficking caused child labor with impacts of
economic impacts of child labor showed a highly positive (P = 0.905)
relationship. In addition a significant (p<0.05) relationship was detected
between  respondents  perception  that  mostly  trafficking  caused  child
labor with impacts of economic impacts of child labor. It is evident that
human trafficking is one of the largest ermines in the world and ranked
on 3rd position. It is one of the lacerate businesses in the world. Cruz et
al (2007); and DANIDA report (2007) presented similar findings that
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forced labor or prostitution is very much harmful for the grooming of
good personalities of children.   

Table 2: Relationship between causes of Child Labor and Economic
impacts of child labor

 Sr.
No. Attributes 

 Social Causes Of Child Labor 

Statistics  Response  Yes No  Total

 1 Parents
Compel You

on Labor 

 Yes  166(92.2)  0(0)   166(92.2) X²=89.196
(0.000)

=.980ϒ

  No  5(2.8) 6(3.3) 11(6.1) 

  Don’t Know  2(1.1) 1(0.6) 3(1.7) 

 2 You are not
interesting in

getting
education 

 Yes  21(11.7) 2(1.1) 23(12.8) X²=92.922 
(0.000) 

=.475ϒ
  No  150(83.3) 0 150(83.3)

  Don’t Know  2(1.1) 5(2.8) 7(3.9)

 3  Peer group is
responsible for

your Labor

 Yes  18(10.0) 2(1.1) 20(11.8) X²= 9.713 
(0.008) 

=0.134ϒ
  No  153(85.0) 4(2.2) 157(87.2) 
  Don’t Know  2(1.1) 1(0.6) 3(1.7) 

 4 Accesses to
Laboring in
your area is

responsible for
your Labor 

 Yes  93(51.7) 5(2.8) 98(54.4) X²=1.163 
(0.559) 

=.398ϒ  No  64(35.6) 2(1.1) 66(36.7) 

  Don’t Know  16(8.9) 0  16(8.9)

 5 Death of
family earning
member leads
to child labor 

 Yes  32(17.8) 0 32(17.8) X²=1.575 
(0.356) =1ϒ

  No  141(78.3) 7(3.9) 148(82.2) 

  Don’t Know  0 0 0 

 6 Lack of proper
love and

affection from
family leads to

child labor 

 Yes  90(50) 0 90(50) X²=61.867 
(0.000) 

=.985ϒ
  No  75(41.7) 1(0.6) 76(42.2) 

  Don’t Know  8(4.4) 6(3.3) 14(7.8) 

 7 Neglect ion of
child by

parents caused
child labor 

 Yes  86(47.8) 0 86(47.8) X²=49.721 
(0.000) 

=.979ϒ
  No  76(42.2) 1(0.6) 77(42.8) 

  Don’t Know  11(6.1) 6(3.3) 17(9.4) 

 8 Mostly
trafficking

caused child
labor 

 Yes  30(16.7) 0 30(16.7) X²=13.47 
(0.001) 

=.905ϒ  No  102(56.7) 1(0.6) 103(57.2) 

  Don’t Know  41(22.8) 6(3.3) 47(26.1) 
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Conclusion

It  was  induced  from  the  inferences  that  poverty,  lack  of  interest  in
education, Peer group socialization, easy accessibility to the workplace,
death of a family earner member, Lack of proper affection and love from
family side and trafficking were the main causes which had compelled
the children to  enter  in  hotel  industry of  Kalam at  early stage.These
parameters are responsible to breach the fundamental rights of children
which  in  turn  perpetuate  the  cycle  of  poverty  and  resist  the  socio-
economic development of communities in the long run. 

Suggestions

1) Policies  should  be  designed  and  implemented  to  provide
employment  opportunities  to  the  adults’  members  of  poor
families to stop child laboring.

2) Government  and  non-government  organizations  should  start
income  support  programes  to  support  poor  households  in
reducing child labor. 

3) With the help of media most the parents can be able to send their
children to schools instead of to involve child in menace work.

4) The family size should be reduced then parents would not force
their children for work.
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