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Abstract 

A safe  and healthy  environment  is  not  only the basic  need  of  every

human being to live a healthy, happy and comfortable life, but also for

his  survival  on  this  mother  planet.  With  highlighting  the

interrelationship between the life and healthy environment has helped in

the environmental protection and enjoying the right to a healthy life.  A

right  to  healthy  environment  is  now  accepted  as  a  human  right  at

international  level,  though  it  is  not  incorporated  in  the  covenants  of

international  Human Rights.  Still  it  is  kept  under  eyes of  the United

Nations and other regional treaties among the states. However, in 1972,

it  was  announced  in  the  conference  of  United  Nation  on  Human

Environment that  the  environment created by the nature or human is

extremely necessary for human life so that he can enjoy all  the basic

rights along with the right of survival. This covenant is remembered by

the name of Stockholm Declaration on Human Environment.

The word “environment” was unfamiliar to people of Pakistan even after

promulgation of the 1983 Environmental Protection Ordinance. Pakistan

Environmental  Protection  Council-an  apex  body  for  setting  up

environmental  policies,  met  for  the  first  time  after  9  years  since  the

Ordinance  became  effective.  Even  the  rules  to  operate  the  1983
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Ordinance could not be formulated in 13 years span till it was replaced

with a new act of Parliament in 1997. In this research paper an attempt

has been made to look the status of right to a healthy environment in

international  perspective.  While  in  the  end  the  position  of  right  to

healthy  environment  in  Pakistan  is  highlighted  and  followed  by

suggestions at the end.

Key  Words: Law,  Environment,  Healthy  Life,  Environmental

Criminology.

1. Life and Environment

Today’s  world  is  faced  with  unprecedented  and  unanticipated

environmental  disasters.  Worsening  of  environment  of  the  earth  is

alarming not only the nature and the natural resources but also the means

and processes on which the life on Earth depends. It  is reported that

pollution in involved in over to Millions of deaths and Billions cases of

various diseases in the people around the globe. About half of Billon

people  in  which  the  majority  is  of  women  and  children,  lives  in  a

severely  polluted  areas.  Pollution  is  responsible  for  more  than  500

Million premature  death cases  in  highly polluted cities  of  the  world.

According to an estimate it is said that the depletion of Ozone layer shall

result  more than 350,000 skin cancer across the world and about  1.8

Million cataracts cases as well.3 Almost all  over the globe people are

facing environmental problems in the shape of eco decline, shortage and

contamination of water, land slide, fish kill, air and water born disease

and  deforestation  slope.  Though  there  is  a  clear  and  visible  relation

between environmental problems and human rights, many organizations

3
 Antonio  G.M. La Vina,  (1994)The Right  To A Sound Environment  In The Philippines:  The

Significance Of The Minors Oposa Case, (Reciel Vol. 3 No. 4, P-22.
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as well as many state governments treated even recently the violation of

human rights and environmental contamination as un-related problem. 

Here they followed complete  distinct  approaches as  the  advocates  of

human  rights  gave  stress  on  civil  and  political  right,  while  the

environmental experts basically focussed on preserving the nature and

natural resources, without even taking a notice of the human activities

abusing  the  nature  and  environment;  very  recently  the  it  is

acknowledged over the world that human has the right to clean, healthy

and  un-polluted  environment  and  the  right  of  Nature  as  not  to  be

polluted by human beings on the same footing.4 

1.1. Relationship between Human Rights and Environment

Four hundred years ago, William Shakespeare said: “I durst not laugh

for  fear  of  opening my lips  and receiving  the bad air”,5 the  relation

between Human Rights and degrading the environment is based on facts;

there is a need of understanding their relationship within law. Is healthy

and  Un-polluted  environment  a  Human  Right  or  Human  Right  and

environment  are  sheltered  by  various  legal  organizations?  There  are

many advantages  in  an  approach  to  environmental  issues  from view

point of human rights. Unlike many organizations of the International

Environmental Laws, various Courts are provided dealing with human

rights,  and  bodies  are  allocated  where  one  can  get  assistance

comparatively easy. Secondly, as compare to the environmental issue at

a national or international level human rights are less ignored and less

sub-ordinated  in  decision  makings.  Thirdly  as  compare  to  other

regulations  human  rights  has  easy  access  to  justice.  Besides  these

4
 On September 28, 2008, the people of Ecuador approved, by a 2 to 1 margin, a new constitution

that for the first time in modern history recognizes legally enforceable ecosystem rights. Title II
(“Fundamental Rights”), Chapter 7 (“Rights of Nature”) of the new constitution
5  The dialogue uttered by Casca in Act L. Scene 2 of Julius Caesar. 
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various  NGOs  and  other  concerned  people  supports  the  general

statement of right and gives it preference to other technical and complex

enactments.  Besides  these,  there  are  some components  of  interaction

between human rights and environment such as;6

1. Environmental  Protection  and  Sustainable  Development  can

play an important role in human wellbeing and enjoying human

rights.

2. The negative impact of environment has both direct as well as

indirect effects on the enjoyment of a healthy life.

3. Environmental damage not only affects an individual but also a

society community and even the world. Environmental pollution

is considered as the most dangerous threat for human life.

4. Some of the environmental  damage is transnational  by nature

and to stop such environmental degradation, strong support from

the state is evident for the purpose to realize the enjoyment of

human rights.

5. Human  Rights  Treaties  and  Conventions  are  somewhat  of

binding nature. They make the state to realize these rights and

are  supported  at  regional,  national  and  international  level.  it

helps the national policy makers in the field of environmental

preservation  and  promotes  policy  consistency,  legality  and

constant outputs.

 

1.2. Human Rights Relevant to the Environment

6  Dist.: general (2011),  Analytical study on the relationship between human
rights and the environment  Report of the United Nations High Commissioner
for Human. United Nation, General Assembly.   A/HRC/19/34. 
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Human Rights can be categorized in many ways, but these human rights

are mostly listed according to the subject matter which is; political, civil,

social, economic and cultural right. Right to life, privacy of home life,

equality, non-discriminations and other rights which may have impacts

on the environment are included in civil and political rights. While the

standards of living are provided in social, cultural and economic rights,

the  above  rights  may  be  implemented  keeping  in  view  the  level  of

economic development of the states. Basically, the right to good health,

un-polluted food, drinkable water and a suitable standard of life have

played an important role in environmental protection, especially where

this right is threatened by environmental degradations.

Besides these,  there is procedural  and substantive division of Human

Rights,  environmental  degradation may affect  the enjoyment of these

substantive rights;

 The  most  basic  and  important  of  all  is  the  right  to  life,  which

includes right of well-being and good health.

 Right to Privacy and Respect, this impliedly includes home against a

severe pollution.

 Peaceful using and enjoying property.

 Right to a decent and acceptable environment.

 Self-determination.

 Right to Cultural Expression and Religion.

Basically  these  substantive  rights  are  critically  supplemented  by

procedural rights. These rights opens the way for a successful protection

and assurance  of  healthy  life  the  environmental  protection,  it  further

includes;  right  to  Participation,  Information,  Equal  protection,  Non-

Discrimination and right to a Remedy. In 1964, after this announcement,
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a  report  was  issued  regarding  to  human  rights  and  principles  of

environment  from  an  international  group  comprising  experts  of

environmental protection and human rights. The draft of this report is

the first international document that fully encloses the human rights and

environment.7 This document clarify that the principles of human rights

are conditional with clean, healthy and better geographical environment

facilitated to the people. Along with political, cultural, urban, economic

and  social  rights  these  rights  are  also  universal,  connected  and

indivisible just like human rights. ECSR Committee of United Nation

about economic, social and cultural rights has also directed the attention

towards the healthy environment. The committee has verified it in its

general comment with regard to the achievement of the high standard of

the health that:

“The right of the health is attached with those vast economic and social

factors  that  provide  favourable  environment  for  the  improvement  of

human health. Food, nutrition, accommodation, access to potable and

clean  water,  proper  sanitation,  safe  and  healthy  environment  for

workings is included in the essential ingredients of human health.8 “

In 2011,  the United Nation Human Rights Council  carry out  a study

survey concerning with relation between human rights and environment.

As a result an expert was appointed in March 2012, whose work was to

compile  recommendation  based  on  human  rights  attached  with  safe,

clean  and  pleasant  environment.  Human  Rights,  which  cannot  be

bypassed even in the time of emergency, these are known as the “Non-

7
 Ali,  A.,  (2010),  Noise Pollution  in  Pakistan,  online,  available  at;

http://ihelpf9.com/environmental-problems-in-pakistan-and-its-effect-on-human-life;  accessed  at

24/05/15.
8 A report published by the “ECSR Committee of United Nation about economic, social and cultural
rights” and it has also directed the attention towards the healthy environment. 
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derogable Rights” like right to life, non-slavery and non-torture Besides

these,  from the  view point  of  scope  and protections  there  is  a  third

category of. While on other rights are provided obligatory on the state to

protect them, yet a state may suspend, bypass, or derogate from it at the

time of national  threat  or  emergency.  The right  of  third category are

provided  with  limitation  and  followed  by  a  limitation  clause.  This

includes public peace and order, good health, safe living, morality and

economic wellbeing. 

2. Theoretic debate on the Relation between Human Right and 

Environment

The United Nation Conference on Human Environment 1972, and other

international  environmental  instruments  provided  a  strong  base  of

discussion on the relationship of human rights and environment;

Man is both creature and moulder of his environment, which gives him

physical  sustenance  and affords  him the  opportunity  for  intellectual,

moral, social and spiritual growth. In the long and tortuous evolution of

the human race on this planet a stage has been reached when, through

the rapid acceleration of science and technology, man has acquired the

power  to  transform  his  environment  in  countless  ways  and  on  an

unprecedented scale.  Both aspects  of  man's  environment,  the  natural

and the man-made, are essential to his well-being and to the enjoyment

of basic human rights - even the right to life itself.9

In this discussion basically two issues are targeted. First deals with the

very nature of relation between human rights and environment while the

second point is about the recognition of human rights to an unpolluted
9 Preamble to the Declaration of the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment, 1972 
(Stockholm Declaration)

75



environment. First issue which is about the nature of relationship can be

explained by three approaches; First approach declares environment as a

pre-condition  to  enjoy  human  rights.  It  argues  that  a  life  is  only

enjoyable when it is accompanied with dignity, healthy environment and

other  primary  needs.  Environmental  Pollution,  polluted  air,

contaminated water and a land full of waste material definitely effects in

realizing certain basic rights such as right to a dignified life, unpolluted

food  and  good  health.  Second  approach  says  that  human  rights  are

basically the means to control environmental problems, substantially and

procedurally. It gives stress on the point that there is the possibility by

using human rights to get a suitable level of environmental preservation.

Procedurally  it  will  help  in  protecting  right  to  access,  right  to

information, right to participate in governance and right to justice. By

using these means of human rights the concerned people will be able to

play an influential role in the process of policy and decision making.

Substantially this approach highlights environmental protection in many

recognized rights.

The third approach strives for the solution of environmental problems

through the means of  sustainable  development.  This  approach argues

that the objectives of society should be dealt in a combined way. The

economic, environmental and social problems must be handles keeping

in  view  the  approach  of  sustainable  development.  These  approaches

played an influential role at global level. It influenced the policies, laws

about human rights and environmental jurisprudence. These approaches

have opened a new door of discussion about human right to a healthy

environment. The second basic problem of theoretical and practical need

is about the call  from some quarters for the purpose to recognize the

human right to an unpolluted environment. 
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3. Environmental  Protection  Contributes  to  the

Enjoyment of Human Rights

Many international documents show the enjoyment of human rights is

subjected  to  environmental  protection.  With  the  increasing

environmental  awareness,  the concept  is  developed that  development,

human  survival  and  enjoyment  of  the  human  life  is  very  much

dependant  on un-polluted and healthy environment.  Healthy and safe

environment is not only required for human beings to live a happy live,

but also for the survival of this mother planet as well. By creating and

highlighting  the  interrelationship  between  the  two  has  considerably

helped in the enjoyment of healthy life and environmental protection.

Many  international  human  rights  instruments  after  1972  not  only

recognized the relation of the two but also strived for its implementation

as well.10 

Clean and healthy environment has now been accepted as basic human

rights  on  international  level.  Although  it  is  not  included  in  the

agreements  and  covenants  of  international  human  rights,  however

United  Nations  and  other  organizations  keeping  eyes  on  these

agreements have said it  again and again that the achievement for the

rights of survival and rights of living healthy is not possible until clean

and friendly environment is not facilitated. In 1972, it was announced in

the  conference  of  United  Nation  on  Human  Environment  that  the

environment created by the nature or human is extremely necessary for

10
 For example, the Convention on the Rights of the Child refers to the environment plainly: article

24, paragraph 2 (c), requires States to pursue the full realization of the right of the child to the
enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health taking into consideration the dangers and
risks of environmental pollution. Regional human rights instruments such as the African Charter on
Human and Peoples’ Rights and the Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human
Rights  in  the  Area  of  Economic,  Social  and  Cultural  Rights  make  explicit  references  to  the
environment. 
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human life so that he can enjoy all the basic rights along with the right

of survival.  This covenant  is  remembered by the name of Stockholm

Declaration on Human Environment.

By  examining  the  human  rights  instruments  and  environmental

instruments, the point becomes clear that both are interconnected and

interrelated.  The  awareness  is  on  the  move  that  this  concept  of

relationship between the two is playing a key role in the protection of

un-polluted environment and enjoyment of healthy life. For the purpose

to bring more clarity and strength in the relationship of human right and

environmental protection some linkage are to be explained.11 In short an

un-polluted,  fresh  and  clean  environment  is  the  pre-requisite  of  a

dignified, peaceful and enjoyable life.

4. Intergenerational Environmental Rights

States shall conserve and use the environment and natural resources for

the benefit of present and future generations12.  This concept strives for

the healthy and unpolluted environment for the future generation.  The

concept is emerged by the pioneer environmentalist Edith Brown Weiss

and few others.13 It  is based on a mutual understanding that we must

provide  a  healthy,  safe  and  life  friendly  environment  to  our  future

generation.  It is presumed that the acceptance of this concept is not for

any other purpose but  giving moral  and practical  ease to the coming

generation  in  terms  of  a  healthy  ecological  protection  on  the  same

11
 For example, greater elucidation is needed as to how to apply a rights-based approach to the

negotiation and implementation of multilateral environmental agreements. 
12  Article 2, of the Proposed Legal Principles for Environmental Protection and Sustainable 
Development
13

  See Brown Weiss’s germinal Book In  Fairness To Future Generations, Supra Note 27, At 26.

But See Also The Earlier Essay Collection Responsibilities To Future Generations: Environmental
Ethics (Ernest Partridge Ed., 1980).
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footing.  Now the theory of  intergenerational  environmental  justice  is

provided in everyday laws and policies. This concept was highlighted in

the Bamaca Velasquez Case which was decided by the American Court

of Human Rights. This was observed as follow:

Human solidarity manifests not only in a special dimension – that is, in

the space shared by all people of the world – but also in the temporal

dimension – that is, among the generation who succeed each other in

the time, taking the past,  present and future… it  is  the notion of  the

human solidarity, understood in this wide dimension and never that of

state  sovereignty  which  lies  on the basis  of  the  whole  contemporary

thinking on the rights inherent to the human being. 14

The concept of intergenerational right environmental justice is supported

by powerful, practical, ethical and legal arguments. Beside this it is also

developed and recognized in various international instruments and laws

as a principle. 

5. The  Status  of  Right  to  a  Clean  and  Healthy  

Environment

All  human  beings  have  the  fundamental  right  to  an  environment

acceptable for their health and well-being15. The concept of human right

to a safe, healthy and Un-polluted environment might become a strong

tool  to  win  and inform a system of  environmental  supremacy in  the

common interest. Some experts are of the view that the right to a healthy

environment has its  existence only in moral  and ethical  terms,  and it

14  Judgment of Nov. 25, 2000, Inter-Am. Ct. H.R. (Ser. C), No. 70 (July 25, 2000), at 23.
15

  Article  1,  of  the  Proposed  Legal  Principles  for  Environmental  Protection  and  Sustainable

Development
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does  not  have  the  element  of  control,  authority  which  are  the  basic

requirements  of  a  rule  to  called  a  law;  with  the  growing concern  of

climate change and the problems which followed this change, awareness

started in the environmental as well as in the human rights scholars and

they has tried in exploring this point in detail.16 Officially the right to a

healthy environment can be understood in the following three ways;

 This entitlement to a healthy environment is based on the right

which  is  international  recognized.  It  has  its  base  in  the

substantive rights of right to a healthy life, good health, privacy

and a family life. Sometime this right is connected with other

rights as well like, right to property, cultural right, and dignity of

life, a quality life and non-discrimination.17

 The  entitlement  of  this  right  has  it  existence  in  its  own

recognition,  it  is  clear  for  the  fact  that  this  right  has  been

incorporated  in  more  than  70  per  cent   of  the  national

constitutions of the states,  backed by many regional,  national

and international instruments.18

 This is also clearly provided in procedural rights as well, and

has  become  clearer  with  the  expansion  and  reformation  of

current human rights and responsibilities,  which is commonly

known as procedural environmental right.19 

However, these three manifestos of a right to a healthy and un-polluted

environment are seems successful in their applications, yet they are still

16
  See, e.g., Alan E. Boyle & Michael R. Anderson, Human Rights Approaches To Environmental

Protection (1996); Earthjustice Legal Defense Fund, Human Rights And The Environment (2001);
W. Paul Gormley, Human Rights And The Environment: The Need For International Cooperation
(1976); Human Rights And Climate Change (Stephen Humphreys Ed., 2010); Human Rights And
The Environment (Maguelonne Dejeant-Pons & Marc Pallemaerts Eds., 2002); Contribs., 2008); 
17 For details, see Addendum, A, supra note 28.
18 ibid
19 Shelton (1991), supra note 27, at 117
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limited in its recognition and juristically reaching.  At the global plan

human right to a healthy environment is not provided and protected in

any  treaty  neither  in  its  derivative  nor  in  autonomous  form;  if  it  is

recognized in one form, is missing on the other. If it is autonomously it

is  implicitly  limited  in  passing.  However,  the  right  to  a  healthy

environment  is  explicitly  affirmed  by  an  International  Court  in  its

decision. Citing its view about right to a healthy life, good health and

privacy20 the right is also implicitly recognized by some treaty bodies21

while  recognizing  right  to  a  healthy  environment  internationally  is

entirely  dealt  by  resolutions,  international  declarations,  charters  and

other international conventions relating to autonomous form.  

In  these  documents,  most  of  them are  not  having  binding  nature  or

disputed  in  its  judicial  important.  The  best  example  of  this  disputed

nature is the basic declaration of Stockholm 1972.22This is the pioneer

document that provides a strong base for the environmental protection

and  right  to  an  unpolluted  environment  autonomously  as  well  as

derivatively based on right to life and right to a good health. Modern

environmental  scholars  though  are  feeling  very  worry  about

environmental  degradation,  environmental  trend  and  environmental

threats that the humans are facing and have started raising their voice to

20
 See Convention on the Rights of the Child, art. 1, Nov. 20, 1989, 1577 U.N.T.S. 44, reprinted in

28 I.L.M. 1448 (1989) , supra note 13, at III.D.3.
21

  See,  for example, Communication No. 67/1980, U.N. Doc. CCPR/C/OP/1, para. 8 (1984), 2

Selected Decisions Of The Human Rights Committee 20 (1990) And Mrs. Vaihere Bordes And Mr.
John  Temeharo  V.  France,  Communication  No.  645/1995,  U.N.  Doc.  Ccpr/C/57/D/645/1995
(1996),  6  Selected  Decisions  Of  The  Humanrights  Committee  15  (1996)  each  dismissed  on
technical procedural grounds. For details, see Addendum., A, supra note 28,
22

  Stockholm  Declaration  of  the  United  Nations  Conference  on  the  Human  Environment

[hereinafter “Stockholm Declaration”], para. 1, (June 16, 1972), U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/14/Rev.1 at
3, U.N. Doc. A/CONF.48/14 at 2-65 and Corr 1, 1972 U.N. Jurid. Y.B. 319
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provide judicial protection to this recent concept which is mostly called

a “Soft Law”.23 

So far as right to a healthy environment at regional level is concerned, it

is recognized as well as held by many treaties, among these Africa and

Latin America has recognized this right clearly in its autonomous form.24

Most of the international human right scholars, environmental scholars

and practitioners are of the view that in the current situation the right to

a healthy environment must be protected in its autonomous procedural

and derivative form universally. They call for a serious entertaining of

expensive right to a healthy environment as a tool for the purpose to

increase protection of healthy environment.25

6. Incorporation of  Environmental  Rights  and Responsibility

in States Constitutions 

A constitution is the basic law of the land is a basic expression of the

complete principles and values. Nowadays, a huge number of states have

incorporated  the  provisions  of  environmental  protections  in  their

constitutions.  However,  this  trend  was  started  in  1972  after  the

declaration of the United Nations Conferences of Human Environment.

With  this  conference  the  number  states  that  incorporates  these

23 For further clarification of this scholarly trend, see infra Conclusion 4, at 18.
24

  See African Charter on Human and People’s Rights (“Banjul Charter”), art. 24, June 27, 1981,

OAU Doc. CAB/LEG/67/3/Rev. 5,  reprinted in  21 I.L.M. 58 (1982),  supra  note 13, at III.B.1;
Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights in the Area of Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights, art. 10
25

  Notable among them is Rodriguez-Rivera, supra note 26. For further example, see PATRICIA

W. Birnie  & Alan  E.  Boyle,  International  Law And The  Environment  254-59  (2d  Ed.  2002);
Gormley,  Supra  Note 27, At 233; Alexander Kiss & Dinah Shelton, International Environmental
Law 173-78 (1992); _____, International Environmental Law1994 Supplement 5-6 (1994); Sands,
supra note 27, at 294-307; Geoffrey Palmer, New Ways To Make International Environmental Law,
86 AM. J. INT’L L. 259 (1992); John H. Knox, Climate Change and Human Rights Law, 50 Va. J.
Int’l Law 163 (2009), Rajamani, supra note 27
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provisions in their constitution are regularly increasing,26 in 2010 this

numbers reached to 142, indicating that almost seventy percent of the

world’s  countries  have  incorporated  these  provisions  in  their

constitutions.  This  increase  constitutional  acknowledgment  if  on  one

hand shows the level  of  awareness on the other hand it  indicates the

importance of environmental protection, need, value and responsibility

to promote an un-polluted environment. If this practice is carried on the

same speed the day will come soon when a stage shall be set for a new

debate of the customary law on the right to an un-polluted environment.

9. Right to Healthy Environment in Pakistan

In Pakistan, clean and healthy environment was not accepted as right in

1973 Constitution. However, different benches of Supreme Court have

declared the right of life, prestige and dignity according to Article 9 of

the Constitution which guarantees spending life and freedom according

to the law and does not limit the human life but tells about to spend it in

the broad meaning of life and talk about delightful life and to maintain

appropriate and balanced standard life. All most all constitutions of the

world are agreed on the point that right to live is the fundamental right

of every citizen of every state in the world, this right to life includes and

is consist of which are the pre request of a free, proper, comfortable,

dignified,  clean,  healthy  and  peaceful  life.  Since  this  right  to  life  is

guaranteed and protected by the Grand Norm or Basic Law of the state,

therefore,  all  the  ingredients/factors  which  may  cause  danger  and

threatens to life and the lives of other humans and other creatures must

be dealt severely. We can simply put it in this way that to protect the life

of  a  citizen  is  the  basic  duty  of  a  state,  and  the  state  will  have  to

26
  In  1994,  the  Ksentini  Report  on human rights  and environment  (E/CN.4/Sub.2/1994/9  and

Corr.1) found that over 60 countries had established constitutional  provisions on environmental
protection (para. 241). 
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accomplish his constitutional duty as responsively. The matter of clean

environment  as  a  right  for  every human being was laid down in the

United Nation Conference on Human Environment in this way;

“In the long and tortuous evolution of the human race on this planet a

stage has been reached when, through the rapid acceleration of science

and  technology,  man  has  acquired  the  power  to  transform  his

environment  in  countless  ways and on an unprecedented scale.  Both

aspects  of  man's  environment,  the  natural  and  the  man-made,  are

essential to his well-being and to the enjoyment of basic human rights

the right to life itself”27

The word “environment” was unfamiliar to people of Pakistan even after

promulgation of the 1983 Environmental Protection Ordinance. Pakistan

Environmental  Protection  Council-an  Apex  body  for  setting  up

environmental  policies,  met  for  the  first  time  after  9  years  since  the

Ordinance  became  effective.  Even  the  rules  to  operate  the  1983

Ordinance could not be formulated in 13 years span till it was replaced

with  a  new  act  of  Parliament  in  1997. The  growing  attitude  and

awareness about environmental pollution and its effects on human life

have resulted in a clear change on the policy, strategy and programs of

our state. Prior to this, very little attention was given to environmental

protection  in  60s,  70s  till  1980.  A  certain  change  appears  in

environmental protection laws of Pakistan after Stockholm Conference.

Following this Conference the Federal Government of Pakistan turned

its attention towards environmental problems and their solution. In this

regard in 1972, a meeting was convened by the ministry of presidential

affairs  which consisted of  experts  and  heads  of  various  departments.

Though  in  the  start  environmental  legislation  is  Pakistan  was  like  a

27  Declaration of the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment 

84



mixture  of  penal,  health,  agricultural,  planning  and  developmental

education and other statutes which were, and to a great extent is still

invoked to solve environmental problems.

The problems regarding  environment has been controlled by Pakistan,

by making laws and rules, creating environmental protection institutions

and by improving human resources and technical  capabilities through

national resources and foreign aid. The constitution of Pakistan grants

simultaneous statutory on the federation and the provinces to constitute

with  regard  to  ecology  and  environmental  pollution.  Pakistan

constitution includes laws that contain requirements for the protection of

environment.  These  laws,  which  were  relatively  inherited  from  the

British India, are associated with air and water quality, canal irrigation,

wildlife protection, land occupation and use, forest protection, energy

development, pesticides use, noise and public health.

We  must  accept  that  environmental  protection  and  governing

mechanism in Pakistan is still not that much old and practiced rather it is

comparative  weak,  lacking  capacity  and  is  at  early  stage.  For  that

purpose all the environmental institutions, must try to work as a group

for  the  purpose  to  overcome  this  headache.   Here,  that  business

organization that carries out their activities in the most un-environmental

friendly manners should be severely dealt with; in this regard the group

which provided false information or wilfully distorts fact must be treated

on the same footing.  It is hoped that the government of Pakistan will

take action on this in future.
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Recommendations 
 There  is  an  urgent  need  that  the  entire  document  regarding

environmental  protection  and  pollution  control  must  be
compiled in a soft document. This will be very helpful for our
environmental  prosecutors,  Judges,  and  other  environmental
protection officials as it would be available for readings. Like
Stockholm  Principles,  World  Charter  for  Nature,  Rio
Declaration on Environmental and Development and EC these
are all available in soft as well as in hard form. 

 It  will  be  a great  support  if  in  Pakistan the course  of  public
interest  litigation  with  widened  rules  of  ‘Locus  Standi,’  for
starting  or  intervening  in  criminal  or  civil  proceedings,  be
assumed for environmental protection.

 The  Federal  Environmental  Protection  Agency  and  the
Provincial Environmental Protection Agencies should be given
sufficient powers for the protection of environment.

 Special  environmental  programs  should  be  prepared  and
addressed to specific target groups such as town planners and
decision-makers  administration,  executives,  students,  workers
and  common  people  for  the  purpose  of  environmental
awareness.

 Research promotion has been one of the major actions aimed at
developing  information  on  various  aspects  of  environmental
management and for making up of scientific manpower to deal
with  the  environmental  problems.  It  is  necessary  that  the
Universities, Non-Governmental Agencies and the Department
of Environment should conduct the projects.

 For  getting  better  result,  active  response  and  effective
implementation system the Environmental Ministry of Pakistan
must build a community consisted of professional personnel in
the field of environment,  which will  be based on knowledge,
experience and skills.
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