
J. Sc. & Tech. Univ. Peshawar,2013, 37(2), 25-35 

 

25 

 

PROBLEMS, POTENTIAL AND DEVELOPMENT OF INTERNATIONAL 

TOURISM IN GILGIT-BALTISTAN REGION, NORTHERN PAKISTAN 

FAZLUR-RAHMAN
1
, IFFAT TABASSUM

1
, FAZLUL HAQ

1 

1
Institute of Geography, Urban & Regional Planning, University of Peshawar, 25120, Peshawar Khaybr 

Pakhtunkhwa, Pakistan 

 

Abstract: The establishment and development of tourist resorts in the hilly and 

mountainous areas of the Indian subcontinent is one of the main contributions of the 

colonial rule. However, the Gilgit-Baltistan region became one of the main tourist 

attraction regions in the northern mountainous belt of Pakistan after the completion of 

Karakorum Highway in the late 1970s. The diversity in physical landscape and 

anthropogenic characteristics are the main attractions for international as well as 

domestic tourists. This region has wide potential for tourism and is famous for 

mountaineering and adventure tourism. In the present study time series data were 

collected and analysed to highlight the region-wise composition as well as temporal 

changes in the inflow of foreign tourists. The results of this study reveal that the inflow of 

international tourists is closely associated with regional and international events as well 

as law and order situation at local/national levels. 
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Introduction 

 

Historically, the development of tourist resorts 

and tourism in the hilly areas of the Indian 

subcontinent was initiated by the British forces. 

They were unable to bear the extreme heat and 

humidity of the plains, therefore, they were 

usually moving to the summer resorts during the 

summer season. These hill stations were 

constructed in the vicinity of the main and 

strategic towns. The hill stations were – and still 

are – resort towns, located at the lower mountain 

ranges of the Himalayan range at appropriate 

heights. There were about 80 such stations when 

the British left the Indian subcontinent and were 

primarily serving as summer resort for the British 

forces and officers of the civil administration. A 

number of these hill stations were also serving as 

temporary summer capitals. Thus every year part 

of the administrative staff moved up to these 

mountains in the summer for several months. In 

the hill stations houses and hotels were built for 

the visiting Europeans, clubs served for daily get-

together, the mountain permitted such hobbies as 

walking, hiking and bird-watching. The main 

thoroughfare known as the Mall provided not only 

European living quarters but also a pedestrian 

street, where everyone could meet. Wealthy 

Indians, and those native officers/employees who 

also went to the hill stations remained second-

class citizens in a community designated 

exclusively for the Europeans. After independence 

the role of the hill stations did not change except 

that they were no longer used as summer capitals, 

and instead of Europeans, the local elite from the 

urban areas used to visit them in the same manner 
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as the European did during the colonial rule (cf. 

Kreutzmann, 1996). During the colonial rule 

adventure tourism in the Himalayan, Karakorun and 

Hindu Kush region of the present-day Pakistan was 

quite limited. Accessibility, availability of boarding 

and lodging facilities and policies of the former 

feudal states were some of the main constraints. 

However, during the late 19
th
 century the whole 

mountainous region was thoroughly explored and 

mapped by the imperial power. Most of these 

explorers and travellers were treated as state guests 

and the local rulers/state officials were responsible 

for the carriage, boarding and lodging of these 

personnel (Mac Donald, 1998; Mac Donald and 

Butz, 1998; Schmidt, 2004). Nevertheless, with 

changes in the administrative set up and 

improvement of infrastructure facilities the real 

tourists followed these explorers in the 20
th
 century. 

In the beginning the local rulers and elite had the 

monopoly in providing of boarding and lodging 

facilities to these tourists. For this purpose they were 

using palaces and rest houses. This newly emerging 

activity became a main source of off-farm income 

for them. However, the development of tourism 

infrastructure, income generated as well as number 

of foreign tourists considerably varies throughout 

the mountainous belt of northern Pakistan.  

 

The newly named Gilgit-Baltistan Region 

[previously known as Federally Administered 

Northern Areas] provides a variety of tourism 

opportunities for domestic as well as foreign 

tourists. Though this region is famous for 

adventure tourism, however, the possibilities of 

cultural tourism and sightseeing are also 

important. This region is characterized by physical 

and anthropogenic diversity (Stone, 1992; 

Kreutzmann, 1995). It is a home of various ethnic, 

linguistic and cultural groups. The highest mountain 

peaks and the longest valley glaciers of the world 

are also located here. The combination of physical 

environment and cultural landscape attracts tourist 

not only from the country but also from throughout 

the world. In this region, Hunza Valley has been 

very famous and was earlier known as Shangri La, 

i.e. ‘Heaven on the Earth’ (Kreutzmann, 1996). 

Actually it has been very popular in the west for a 

variety of reason including its scenic beauty, 

physical and ethno-linguistics diversity, vegetarian 

diet and longevity of the local inhabitants (Allan, 

1990).  

 

Keeping the above stated facts and 

background information in mind, the present study 

is focused on the analysis and changing pattern of 

foreign tourist-inflow in Gilgit-Baltistan region. 

Usually foreign nationals traveling by road are 

registered at many checkpoints in the northern 

mountainous belt of Pakistan due to security 

reasons and dangerous nature of mountain roads. 

Additionally, registration at the district police 

headquarter is also necessary for those tourists, 

who intend to stay longer and spend a few days in 

the respective districts. Therefore, for the present 

study time series data, for a decade, have been 

collected from the international tourists 

registration section of the police department at 

Gilgit town. This data is analysed to highlight 

temporal fluctuations of tourist inflow and 

evaluate the main tourist-generating regions. 

Moreover, published data of the ministry of 

tourism government of Pakistan were also used.  

 

Problems and Potential of Tourism 

 

Gilgit-Baltistan region is located in the north-

eastern corner of Pakistan. Geographically and 

anthropologically it is one of the unique regions of 

the world. This region has a diverse topography 

ranging from deep valleys, oasis like human 

settlements and many mountain peaks covered 

with permanent snow and glaciers. Excluding the 



Problems, Potential and  Development of International Tourism in Gilgit-Baltistan Region,…. 

27 

 

polar areas area-wise the largest glaciers of the 

world are also located in this region. Most of the 

beautiful sites are within a range of few kilometres 

from the main roads. Similarly, ethno-linguistic 

diversity in the region is exhibited in the 

distribution of ethnic and linguistic groups. 

Additionally, this region is also a home of exotic 

cultures and religious beliefs. This variety and 

diversity in physical and anthropogenic 

environment provides stimulus for the attraction of 

foreign tourists. The explorers, travellers and 

colonial officials collected a lot of information for 

their own interest as well as for official purposes. 

Most of this material was published in the form of 

books and official reports (Moorcroft and Trebeck, 

1841; Drew, 1875; Biddulph, 1880; Durand, 1899; 

Lockhart and Woodthorpe, 1889). These colonial 

records in the forms of book, gazetteers and 

reports were the initial source of information for 

the tourists and also provided the base for writing 

travel guides and tourists information booklets (cf. 

MacDonald and Butz, 1998).  

 

This region has a very good potential for 

international and domestic tourism. Here tourism 

opportunities are diverse ranging from 

mountaineering, trekking, sightseeing, sports 

tourism and trophy hunting. However, within this 

region the researchers have reported considerable 

disparity on the availability of tourism 

infrastructure as well the inflow of domestic and 

foreign tourists. Based on tourism opportunities, 

boarding and lodging facilities and intensity of 

tourist visits Grötzbach (2008) has identified five 

major regions of tourist concentration in the 

northern mountainous belt of Pakistan. According 

to him the Gilgit-Baltistan Region has been 

divided into two sub- regions i.e. Gilgit-Hunza and 

Baltistan. In Gilgit and Hunza region tourism 

activities were substantially enhanced after the 

construction of the Karakoram Highway (KKH) in 

the late 1970s. In the beginning Gilgit and Hunza 

were the main destination of foreign tourist 

(Kreutzmann, 1996). However, with the passage 

of time the numbers of domestic tourists have also 

increased substantially. Baltistan is another region 

of tourist attraction and it mainly provides tourism 

facilities for mountaineers and trekkers. Here 

tourism activities had been developed after the 

completion of the Indus valley road in the 1980s.  

 

In Gilgit-Baltistan region tourism sector has 

opened the possibilities of investment to local 

entrepreneurs and also provided job opportunities 

for the local labour force (Allan, 1989; 

Kreutzmann, 1996). As the study area is not self-

sufficient in food products (Kreutzmann, 1995) 

and like other localities in the Hindukush 

(Haserodt, 1989) and Himalayan region (Bhattarai, 

Conway, and Shrestha, 2005) most of the food 

items required for household consumption and 

tourists needs are imported from the lowland. 

Consequently a substantial amount of money 

earned from tourism sector is drained to the 

lowland. Compared to other tourists destination in 

the mountains, so far no drastic changes in 

agricultural land use and cropping pattern have 

been reported in the region, however, due to 

tourism the pastoral usage of the alpine pastures 

has changed from animal herding to porting. In 

this case, similar to Astore Valley, only those 

villagers/households who possess grazing rights in 

high pastures are privileged to supply porters for 

the expeditions and trekkers (Kreutzmann, 1996 

and 2000).  

 

With the passage of time tourism in Gilgit-

Baltistan regions has also suffered heavily due to 

geopolitical and security situation at global, 

regional and local levels. The deteriorating law 

and order situation persisting at Gilgit town 

following the 1988 Shia-Sunni conflict and the 
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ever-widening tension between the two sects 

within Gilgit-Baltistan region (Kreutzmann, 2008) 

badly affected the development of tourism 

industry. Both international and domestic tourists 

were and still are scared of this situation and avoid 

staying at Gilgit town. Moreover, the impacts of 

boarder tensions with the neighbouring countries 

and more than five decades of prolong political 

turmoil in Afghanistan also have negative impacts 

on the inflow of foreign tourists. Some of these 

events have caused the cancellation of already 

planned visit of many tourists group. According to 

Kreutzmann (1996, p. 435) “… Russian bombing 

in Chitral in June 1985 or the closure of Chinese 

border in early 1990s […] led to the cancellations 

of most of the foreign groups”. Recently the 9/11 

episode not only changed the pattern of tourists at 

global level but it has also badly affected tourism 

sector of the developing countries including 

Pakistan (Goodrich, 2002). The negative impacts 

of the America led war on terror on international 

tourism and associated activities can be observed 

even in the remote mountainous resorts of 

northern Pakistan where the off-farm income of 

the local inhabitants are at considerable risk 

(Fazlur-Rahman et al., 2010 and Fazlur-Rahman, 

et al., 2011).  

 

Results and Discussion 

 

The analyses of the available time series data 

show a continuous decrease in the numbers of 

foreign tourists in the study area from 2002 

onwards. From 2000 to 2009 maximum number of 

tourists was registered in the study area in the year 

2000. The number decreased more than fivefold in 

2002 following the 9/11 event. Similar pattern has 

been registered in Pakistan as whole and other 

localities in the northern mountainous belt of the 

country (GoP, 2010; Fazlur-Rahman et al., 2010; 

Holdschlag, 2011; Schmidt, 2004).  

 

From 2003 onwards, the situation has 

improved, and a gradual increase has been 

registered in the inflow of international tourists, 

however, the year 2005 has registered a 

phenomenal increase mainly due to October 2005 

devastating earthquake. It seems that a number of 

rescue workers, activists of non-governmental 

organizations and other philanthropic groups 

working for rehabilitation in the earthquake region 

also visited the study area. However, in 2006 the 

number of tourists decreased once again and the 

change over the previous year was -17.27%. 

Contrary to the prevailing situation in Pakistan, 

where the number of tourist decreased by more 

than 6% (GoP, 2010), in the following year it 

substantially improved in the study area due to 

declaration of 2007 as the years of tourism. 

However, the measures taken by the government 

were proved to be short lived and in the following 

years increase in the inflow of tourists slow down 

(Table 1). This is mainly attributed to the 

deteriorating law and order situation in the country 

as a whole and particularly in the Khyber 

Pakhtunkhaw, where uncertainty situation due to 

military operations, bomb blasts and attack on 

police and military establishment prevented the 

visit of foreigners.  
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Table 1 Gilgit-Baltistan region: Fluctuation of foreign tourist inflow (2000-2008) 

Years Foreign tourists Change Percent Change over previous year 

2000 10082 --  -- 

2001 8195 -1887 -23.03 

2002 2688 -5507 -204.87 

2003 2809 121 4.31 

2004 3351 542 16.17 

2005 4793 1442 30.09 

2006 4087 -706 -17.27 

2007 6989 2902 41.52 

2008 7008 19 0.27 

2009 7728 720 9.32 

Source: Foreign Tourists Registration Office, Gilgit Police Station and GoP (2010) 

 

Continent-wise tourist inflow of foreign tourists 

 

Continent-wise inflow of tourist to the study 

area reveals considerable variation. Analysis of the 

available data reveals that Europe is one of the 

most important tourists generating continent for 

Gilgit-Baltistan region. During the study period 

share of the European tourists varied from a 

minimum of 23% to 54% of the total tourists 

visited this region (Table 2). Maximum number of 

European tourists visited the study area in 2001 

and the total number of visitors was more than 

5000. However, following the 9/11 event the 

number drastically decreased and remained below 

3000. Western Europe is an important tourist-

generating region and both the United Kingdom 

and Germany contribute more than half of the 

European tourists to the study area. The number as 

well as the share of Asian tourists visited the study 

area from 2000 to 2009 reflects an overall 

fluctuation. However, from 2006 onwards a 

continuous increase has been registered in the 

share of Asian tourists and the total number 

increased to more than 5000 visitors in 2009. 

From this continent, China and Japan are the main 

tourist generating countries and the percentage 

share of Chinese and Japanese tourists increased to 

more than 85% of the regional total in 2009. 

Similar to other continents it also drastically 

decreased in the year 2002 (Table 2). 

 

The number of Australian tourists registered in 

this region varied from 630 in 2001 to 222 in 

2009. It remained less than 8% of the total tourists 

during the study period. Maximum number of 

Australian tourists visited the study area in 2003 

with a share of 7.23% of the total and minimum 

number was registered in 2008 when the share 

decreased to 2.89% of the total. The North 

American tourists remained below 7% from 2000 

to 2009 with a maximum number in the year 2000 

(Table 2). The combined share of Latin America 

and Africa remained below 400 during the study 

period except in 2001 when 513 persons from 

these two continents visited the study area. The 

share of these continents is decreasing and the 

number decreased to only 42 visitors in the year 

2008. Both European and Asian constitute more 

than 80% of the total tourist inflow to Gilgit-

Baltistan region. 
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Table 2 Gilgil-Baltistan: Continent-wise fluctuation in foreign tourist inflow (2000-2009) 

Continents Years 

 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 

Asia 3144 

(31.18) 

2484 

(28.53) 

985 

(33.49) 

925 

(30.82) 

1453 

(41.35) 

1828 

(36.60) 

1985 

(46.55) 

3175 

(45.04) 

3375 

(47.87) 

5144 

(66.56) 

Europe 5455 

(54.11) 

4935 

(56.67) 

1444 

(49.10) 

1477 

(49.22) 

1515 

(43.11) 

2501 

(50.08) 

1739 

(40.76) 

3252 

(46.13) 

2975 

(42.20) 

1812 

(23.45) 

Australia 630 

(6.25) 

299 

(3.43) 

149 

(5.07) 

217 

(7.23) 

252 

(7.17) 

280 

(5.61) 

136 

(3.19) 

235 

(3.33) 

204 

2,89 

222 

(2.87) 

North America 551 

(5.47) 

477 

(5.48) 

110 

(3.74) 

190 

(6.33) 

131 

(3.73) 

184 

(3.68) 

227 

(5.32) 

327 

(4.64) 

454 

(6.44) 

465 

(6.02) 

Latin America 

& Africa  

302 

(3.00) 

513 

(5.89) 

253 

(8.60) 

192 

(6.40) 

163 

(4.64) 

201 

(4.02) 

177 

(4.25) 

61 

(0.87) 

42 

0.60 

85 

(1.10) 

Total 10082 

(100) 

8708 

(100) 

2941 

(100) 

3001 

(100) 

3514 

(100) 

4994 

(100) 

4264 

(100) 

7050 

(100) 

7050 

100 

7728 

(100) 

Source: Foreign Tourists Registration Office, Gilgit Police Station and GoP (2010) 

 

Tourists from Asian 

 

Three states from Asia are the major foreign 

tourist-generating countries to Gilgit-Baltistan 

region and having a combined share of more than 

50% during the study period except in 2004 (Table 

3). Among the top-ten countries of Asia, Japan 

remained a leading country for eight years. The 

available figures show that a sharp decrease in 

Japanese tourists was registered in 2003. Since 

then the number is continuously increasing. 

During these years China was the second 

important country and the numbers of Chinese 

tourists are increasing in this region from 2003 

onwards. In 2008 the number of Chinese tourists 

crossed the thousand-figure. This is mainly 

attributed to the general wellbeing of the nation as 

well as increasing number of tourists abroad. At 

present Chinese tourists are becoming 3
rd

 followed 

by US and Germany. According to Branigan 

(2012), “the World Tourism Organization predicts 

that the number of overseas trips made by Chinese 

people will surge from 70m last year to 100m by 

the end of the decade, from just 5m 15 years ago.” 

Another important country in generating foreign 

tourists to the study area is Korea. Compared to 

other countries both the number and share of 

Koreans tourists is quite low. Maximum number 

of Korean visited this area in the year 2000. 

However, in the aftermath of 9/11 episode the 

number has decreased to less than300. Other Asian 

countries have less than 100 tourists per annum 

during the study period (Table 3). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Problems, Potential and  Development of International Tourism in Gilgit-Baltistan Region,…. 

31 

 

Table 3 Gilgit-Baltistan Region: Shares of Asian top ten countries (2000-2009) 

Year/ 

Countries 

Years  

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 

Japan 986 589 359 231 436 463 1002 1612 1230 772 

China 565 269 116 112 396 486 568 800 1266 3755 

Korea 335 389 133 45 215 367 98 275 215 298 

Thailand 86 78 25 58 40 89 33 65 66 48 

Malaysia 85 96 45 85 75 65 56 10 16 35 

Singapore 55 25 9 121 19 15 8 89 120 28 

Iran 100 90 52 54 39 65 20 30 4 52 

Russia 6 6 59 42 24 19 45 31 201 21 

UAE 120 60 25 16 12 26 16 57 10 17 

Nepal 36 115 20 19 65 21 19 5 10 29 

Others (Asian) 770 767 142 142 132 212 120 201 237 89 

Total 3144 2484 985 925 1453 1828 1985 3175 3375 5144 

Source: Foreign Tourists Registration Office, Gilgit Police Station and GoP (2010) 

 

Tourists from European 

 

Europe is one of the main market generating 

tourists to the study area. Almost half of the 

tourists visiting Gilgit-Baltistan region originate 

from this continent. However, from 2002 onward a 

declining trend has been observed in the number 

of European tourists. Following the 9/11 episode 

the number of European visitors drastically 

decreased. However, a slow increase has been 

registered up to 2007 though, in the following 

years the number of European tourists decreased 

and in 2009 1812 tourists from Europe visited this 

region (Table 4). From 2000 to 2004 the number 

of tourists originating from this continent 

decreased almost four times.  

The available data reveals that, during the 

study period, two western European countries 

have a lion share in generating tourists to the 

Gilgit-Baltistan Region. The percentage shares of 

these countries have fluctuated between 19.50% to 

the maximum of 36% of the total European 

tourists during the study period. United Kingdom 

is one of the major tourists generating country to 

this region and remained on the top from 2000 to 

2005 and 2007. However, a drastic decrease has 

been registered following the 9/11 event and the 

number decreased to 173 persons in 2002. 

Germany has been the second important country 

during this period and took the top position in 

2006, 2008 and 2009. The number as well as 

shares of other European countries has been 

fluctuating during the study period and except 

Spain none of them have crossed the 300 mark 

from 2000 to 2009 (Table 4). 
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Table 4 Hunza valley shares of European top ten countries (2000-2009 

Countries Years 

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 

British 1011 744 173 190 233 436 225 597 360 324 

Germany 678 568 120 98 125 359 257 356 368 328 

Spain 206 365 9 10 15 67 23 95 203 214 

Austria 11 19 123 109 154 120 109 160 154 45 

Belgium 256 55 2 5 46 66 35 135 238 45 

Ukraine 228 198 107 112 4 10 6 117 10 2 

Italy 12 36 95 95 45 95 140 103 45 104 

Poland 103 85 51 46 44 72 85 77 89 33 

Switzerland 68 78 22 42 48 16 22 122 136 127 

Romania 63 54 13 10 31 10 5 11 31 2 

Others (Europeans) 2819 2733 729 760 770 1250 832 1479 1341 588 

Total 5455 4935 1444 1477 1515 2501 1739 3252 2975 1812 

Source: Foreign Tourists Registration Office, Gilgit Police Station and GoP (2010) 

 

Tourism Infrastructure Development 

 

The development of tourism infrastructure is 

very closely connected with accessibility and 

development of road network in the region. Prior 

to the completion of the Karakoram Highway 

there were very few hotels in the study area (table 

6). Around mid 1970s limited accommodations 

were available for tourists at three locations i.e. 

Gilgit, Hunza and Skardu. In 2008, a considerable 

increase was registered in the number of hotels 

and available rooms. The number of hotels 

increased more than nine times, both in Hunza and 

Skardu. In Gilgit, relatively lesser increase was 

recorded compared to the other localities, where it 

was around five times in the same time period. 

With the construction of the Indus valley road 

connecting Skardu with the KKH and other link 

roads connecting the side-valleys enhanced 

accommodation facilities for tourists in the area. 

Initially this industry was under the control of 

local feudal rulers, while later on other 

entrepreneurs also invested in the development of 

tourism industry in this region. The number of 

hotels as well as rooms and related facilities for 

international tourists increased considerably. Both 

the local and Pakistan Tourism Development 

Corporation (PTDC) invested in this sector. 

However, regional disparities are still there in the 

availability of basic facilities for the development 

of tourism industry. Maximum numbers of hotels 

are found in Hunza (40%) followed by Gilgit 

(35%). Khaplu and Ghizer districts have only a 

single hotel each (Table 5). 

 

The situation of the PTDC hotel also reflects 

the same distribution in the region. Most of these 

hotels are located in the administrative centers 

such as Hunza, Gilgit and Skardu. However, in the 

remote areas PTDC has invested more than the 

local investors. Such as in Ghizer district the 

number of PTDC rooms is three times more than 

private rooms (Table 6). Accommodation 

available in the PTDC Motels is usually designed 

for the foreign tourists and have relatively higher 

tariff. The traditional administrative centers do 

have concentration of PTDC accommodation as 

well. Maximum numbers of PTDC Motels are 

located in Hunza followed by Gilgit.
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 Table 5: Accommodation facilities in Gilgit-Baltistan region 

 1970s 2008 

Districts Hotels Percent Rooms Percent Hotels  Percent Rooms Percent 

Hunza 5 35.7 73 37.4 48 40.3 657 41.0 

Skardu 2 14.3 13 6.7 19 16.0 371 23.2 

Diamer 0 0 0 0 12 10.1 273 17.1 

Gilgit 7 50.0 109 55.9 36 30,3 254 15.9 

Khaplu 0 0 0 0 1 0.8 23 1.4 

Astor 0 0 0 0 2 1,7 16 1.0 

Ghizer 0 0 0 0 1 0.8 7 0.4 

Total 14 100 195 100 119 100 1601 100 

Source: GoP, 2008/1974 

 

Table 6: Comparison of PTDC and private rooms in Gilgit-Baltistan region 2008 

Districts PTDC Rooms Percent Private Rooms Total rooms Percent 

Hunza 52 28.3 657 709 39.7 

Skardu 40 21.7 371 411 23.0 

Diamer 0 0.0 273 273 15.3 

Gilgit 44 23.9 254 298 16.7 

Ganche 12 6.5 23 35 2.0 

Astor 12 6.5 16 28 1.6 

Ghizer 24 13.0 7 31 1.7 

Total 184 100.0 1601 1885 100.0 

Source: GoP, 2008 

 

Conclusion 

 

Pakistan has incredible potential for tourism 

attributed to its historical setup, cultural diversity, 

geo-strategic position and charming landscapes. 

The tourism potential offered by Pakistan can be 

categorized into four types, i.e. religious tourism; 

archaeological and historical tourism; adventure 

tourism; and conventional tourism. However, 

Pakistan has not yet actualized its remarkable 

tourism potential. This argument can be well 

understood from the country’s tourist receipts and 

arrivals compared to those in the world and South 

Asia. Pakistan’s share in both global tourist 

arrivals and receipts is less than 1 per cent, while 

its share in South Asian tourist arrivals in only 9 

per cent (cf. Hussain, 2004). 

The poor tourism performance of Pakistan can 

be primarily attributed to prevailing law and order 

situation. During last one decade, Pakistan has 

been subject to various violent activities. The 

deteriorating law and order situation persisting at 

Gilgit town following the 1988 Shia-Sunni conflict 

and the ever-widening tension between the two 

sects within Gilgit-Baltistan region (cf. 

Kreutzmann, 2008) badly affected the 

development of tourism industry. Moreover, 

tourism infrastructure particularly road network 

and hospitality related infrastructure and poorly 

developed roads, flight cancellation and delays, 
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lack of proper connectivity to the rest of the 

country are discouraging tourists.  

Based on this discussion it is concluded that in 

the present scenario not only the study area but 

Pakistan is also loosing the benefits of tourism 

industry. Concrete steps are needed to be taken by 

the state to improve the situation and enhance the 

confidence of both international tourists and local 

investors. This seems to be the only way to save 

this industry from further deterioration and getting 

maximum benefits in terms of creating job 

opportunities and cash earnings. 
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