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ABSTRACT

The aim of this research paper is to pin point the different socio-
economic  attributes  and factors  associated  with  of  the  street
children in Peshawar. Due to a large number of street children
availability, the universe of the study was restricted to Peshawar
Bus Terminal, Fruit  Market and Bilal Town streets.  Data was
collected from 70 from of the street children through interview
schedule. The major findings of the study indicate that poverty,
unemployment,  polygamous  marriages,  Afghans  migration,
large family size and critical economic status of the fathers were
the  main  causes  behind  becoming  as  street  children.  The
respondents were mainly scavengers in the age group of 9-12
years;  most  of  them had no basic education,  sleep at  shelter
home (NGO), and with their friends. They worked for 5-7 hours,
had earning from Rs. 20-50 daily. They had 5-7 siblings, 2-3
earning members in the family and 7-9 dependents members.
They were aware of sexual abuse and many of them admitted
their sexual exploitation. They were exposed to various kinds of
drugs which resulted in serious diseases like skin diseases. The
study recommends that free and compulsory education should
be  practically  provided to  all  children irrespective  of  gender
discrimination. The study also suggests that the state needs to
evolve sustainable policy concentrating on poverty reduction, to
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financially  assist  the  children's  families,  and  by  doing  so
benefited families would stop sending their children to do work
anywhere. To capture this problem, the Government of Pakistan
needs to keep an eagle eye on the indiscriminate movement of
rural people to urban areas as it also accelerates the number of
such children.

Key words:  Of  street  children,  socio-economic  dimensions,  attitude,
Peshawar, Pakistan.

INTRODUCTION

The term street children refer to children who live on the streets. They
are deprived of family supervision and protection. Most children on the
streets are between the age of 10 and 14 years, and their population in
different cities is varied. Street children are, in particular, those that are
not taken care of by parents or other guardians.  There are mainly two
types of  street  children i.e.  Of  the  Street  children and  On the Street
children (Glauser, 1990).
A widely accepted set of definition, commonly attributed to UNICEF,
defines  street  children  into  two  main  categories  (UNICEF,  1990).
Children  On the  street are  those  engaged in  some kind  of  economic
activity ranging from begging to vend. Most go home at the end of the
day and contribute their earnings to their family. They may be attending
school  and  retain  a  sense  of  belonging  to  a  family.  Because  of  the
economic fragility of the family, these children may eventually opt for a
permanent life on the streets.  Children of the street actually live on the
street (or outside of a normal family environment).Family ties may exist
but  are  tenuous  and  are  maintained  only  casually  or  occasionally
(UNICEF, 2007).  Several countries of the region recognize the three
categories  of  street  children,  (Children  on  the  street,  children  of  the
street and completely abandoned and neglected children), agreeing on a
common denominator; the children are at high risk and vulnerable on the
street, with or without family.
Bronfenbronner (1979) has developed the ecological model as a device
to organize and interpret the problem concerning the street children. His
main emphasis goes on the environmental system and towards that he
has  highlighted  the  role  of  family  relation,  community,  society  and
individual as important factors in the problem of street children. 
Street children with families return home to sleep. Home may mean a
small rented room, a shanty in a squatter or slum areas, even a pushcart
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in a convenient location. Runaway and abandoned children must sleep
wherever  convenient  on  the  pavement  or  sidewalk,  in  bus  or  train
stations, on top a roof, under a bridge, in abandoned buildings, in the
park, under a tree or on a big branch- preferably away from the sight of
the police.  Some working street  children do find time for  recreation,
swimming, watching movies, television, or video games etc. While the
streets present opportunities for work and freedom, they also carry many
hazards  and  risks  that  pose  grave  threats  to  the  physical,  mental,
emotional,  moral,  and overall  well-being of the street  children (Child
Asia, 1992).
The problem of Street children is global as they are found not only in
underdeveloped  countries  but  also  in  developing  and  developed
countries,  however, the  nature  and causes  are  different.  According to
UNICEF (1989), approximately 100 million street children are in urban
streets in the world. The major causes include broken family, poverty,
illiteracy, natural disasters, rapid urbanization and civil insurgency etc.
The situation in Pakistan is going worse day by day. These children are
vulnerable to various types of harassment, sexual and physical abuses,
and  crimes.  In  Pakistan  44%  of  street  children  are  primary  school
dropouts. In Sri Lanka, street boys are school dropouts (Child Workers
of Asia, 1990). A majority of the children on the streets comes from poor
and  deprived  backgrounds.  Many  of  them  are  employed  in  various
unskilled and skilled works to supplement the family’s limited resources
(SPARC, 2001).
Family  breakdown,  armed  conflict,  poverty,  natural  and  man-made
disasters,  famine,  physical  and  sexual  abuse,  exploitation  by  adults,
sensation  seeking,  existence  of  other  brothers  or  sisters  on  streets,
dislocation  through  migration,  urbanization  and  overcrowding  and
acculturation are the causes of street children (The Consortium for Street
children  2001;  and  WHO,  1993).  In  terms  of  formal  education,  the
picture is not much different in South Asia. 
The practice of street children is a global phenomenon and vulnerability
of  children  varies  from society  to  society. A child  is  defined  as  any
person having an age of 18 or below (UNCRC, 1989). This problem of
street  children  exists  in  different  parts  of  the  world.  According  to  a
(UNICEF, 1989) there were approximately 100 million children growing
up on urban street around the world. 13 years later UNICEF published
another report in 2002 which reported that the estimates put the numbers
of  these  children  as  high  as  100  million.  Child  Hope  (1991)  has
approximated 25 to 30 million street children in Asia.
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In Pakistan there are some 70,000 children living on streets nationwide.
An estimated 7,000 children live on the streets in Lahore, in Peshawar
about  5,000,  in  Quetta  2,500  and  3,000  in  Rawalpindi  (Azad
Foundation,  2001).Ali  et  al.,  (2004)  has  concluded  that  illiterate,
unemployed and unskilled workers have sent their children for work as
street children in Pakistan. They further observed that  poverty, police
harassment, parental exploitation and other street peers were the major
reasons behind their  status as street  children.  Their  study entitled as”
Street Children in Pakistan: A situational analysis of social conditions
and nutritional status” reports that majority of street children (81%) were
below 10 years. 

MATERIALS AND METHODS

The present study was undertaken in the urban areas of Peshawar. It is
worth underscoring that street children are found in greater number in
the  city  areas;  firstly  such  areas,  where  they  were  in  bulk,  were
identified and then purposively approached for interview. A sample size
i.e. 70 children of the street were approached for interview. However, of
the street children are run away from their homes and tracing out of their
parents was difficult. The sampled children were first informed of the
purpose of the study and reluctantly they did not hesitate in giving the
data.  Of the street children did not remain hesitant to give the data.
Interview schedule was used for the street children as majority of them
were  illiterate,  immature  and  unaware  of  their  problems.  Data  was
analyzed through statistical  package for  Social  Sciences  (SPSS) after
have  been  categorized.  The  results  were  presented  in  tabular  form
followed by their interpretations and discussion.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Table-1:  Percentage  of  Respondents  on  the  Basis  of  their
Gender, Age groups and Child Status
Gender Frequency % Age Group Child status

A B C a b
Boys 70 100 5 55 10 57 13
Girls 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Total 70 100 5(7%) 55

(79%)
10

(14%)
57(81%

)
13 (19%)
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Denotations:

A:  9-12 Years  B:  13-16 Years   C: 17 -18 Yearsa. Normal b. Disable

Table-1  shows  the  gender;  age  group  and  the  status  of  the  working
children (run away children) and the data indicate that all of the sampled
respondents were boys. The table further depicts the age group of the
runaway children, 7% were in the age group of 9-12 Years, 79% were of
13-16 Years  and  14%  were of 17-18.The above table also shows the
status of the run-away children, 81% children were normal and had no
disability  while  19%  children  had  disability.  Majority  of  the  street
children ages were from   13-16 years which shows that children ran
away from their homes because of parental attitudes misbehavior of step
mothers and the authoritative attitude of teachers at schools. The major
reason behind non-presence of girls in the list of "of the street children"
was the cultural restriction. In Pakhtun society if a girl runs away she is
prone to sever punishment.

Table-2:  Nationality-Wise Distribution of Children Regarding
Homes Leaving and Home Visiting
NationalityFreq. % Reasons of leaving homes Visits to homes

A B C D Ea b c d e f g

Pakistan 27 39 16 5 6 0 0 7 12 3 0 005

Afghani 43 61 21 9 7 6 0 13 9 12 2 007

Total 70 10037
(53%)

14 (20) 13 (18) 6
(9%)

0 20
(29%)

21
(30%)

15
(21%)

2 (3%) 0012
(17%)

Denotations:

A= Parents Authoritative attitude
B = due to peer group pressure C = due to poverty  
D = due to unattractive environment of home E = Any other           a. 
Don’t Visit
b. One time c. Two times.    d. Three times    e. Four times   f. Five 
times g. More than five

Table- 2 shows the Nationality, reasons of leaving homes and visits paid
by  children  to  their  homes.  Out  of  total  70  respondents  61% were
Afghanis,  while  39%  were  Pakistanis.  The  table  further  shows  the
reasons of leaving homes by the children.  53% run way children left
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their homes because of parents’ authoritative attitude, 20% because of
peer  group pressure,  18%  due to  poverty  and 9% left  homes due  to
unattractive environment of home. The table also shows the numbers of
visits paid by the run way children while in Peshawar, 30% visited one
time, 29% did not visit 21% visited two times their homes, 3%  visited
three times while  the  remaining 17% children visited more than five
times.
Most of the children were Afghans. They lived on the bus stands, where
they searched good food and better shelter instead of living in tents and
kacha houses. The main reasons behind leaving out their homes were the
authoritative  attitude  of  parents  and  the  motivation  of  peer  group.
Majority  of  them  visited  their  homes  once  and  then  came  back  to
Peshawar  and  never  visited  their  homes  again  because  of  free
environment  and  having  no  check  of  parents  or  any  other  family
pressure.  Those  who  visited  their  homes  majority  of  them  were
reintegrated by NGOs.

Table-3: Family Pattern and Existence of Sibling
Family Pattern Frequenc

y
% Sibling

2-4 5-7 8-10 More than-10

Nuclear 12 17 4 3 5 0

Joint 40 57 11 15 5 9
Extended 18 26 6 4 3 5

Total 70  100 21 (30%) 22
(31%)

13
(19%)

14 (20%)

Table-3 shows the family pattern of the working children. It was found
that majority of the run-away children (57%) had Joint family system
while 26% had extended family system and 12% had Nuclear family
system.  The  table  also  shows  the  number  of  siblings  of  run-away
children.  31% had 5-7 siblings while 30% had 2-4 siblings, 20% had
more than-10 siblings while 19% had 8-10 siblings.
The above table shows that due to joint family system, majority of the
children ran away from their homes because of poor condition of their
homes, lack of due attention to the children, lack of proper education
and motivation and large family size.
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Table-4: Earning and Dependent Members in the Families

Earning members Frequency %
Dependent Members

1-3 4-6 7-9 More than 9

1-2 21 30 0 11 9 1

3-4 23 33 4 14 3 2

5-6 16 22 3 7 - 6

More than-6 10 15 - - 6 4

Total 70 100 7 (10%) 32 (46%) 18 (25%) 13(19%)

Denotation:

A. 1-3 B. 4-6 C.  7-9 D.  more then 9

Table- 4 shows the earning and dependent members of the respondents.
It shows that 33% children had 3-4 earning members in the family, 30%
had 1-2 earning members, while 22% had 5-6 earning members and 15%
children had more than 6 earning members in their families. The above
table also shows the dependent members of the respondents. 36% had 4-
6 dependent Members, while 25% had 7-9 dependents members, 19%
respondents  had more than 9 dependents  members  and 10% had 1-3
dependent members.
The data indicate that majority of the respondents had large family size
and majority of them had dependent members having an age below six
and they were dependent on 3-4 earning members. On the other hand,
more earning members had more than 9 dependent members.

Table-5: Housing  Pattern  and  Dwelling  Status  of
Children

Type of House Frequency %
Dwelling status

Own house Rented Free of Cost

Hut 0 0 - - 0

Tent 10 14 - - 10

Kacha 60 86 6 54 -

Pakka house 0 0 - - -

Total 70 100 6(8%) 54(78%) 10(14%)

181



Table-5 shows the type of houses and dwellings of the respondents. Out
of total 70 respondents, 86% had Kacha houses, 14% were living in tent
while none of the respondents was living in Hut or Pakka Houses. The
above  table  also  shows  the  dwellings  of  the  respondents,  78%
respondents were living in rented houses, (14% were living free of cost
and 8% were living in their own Houses.
Due to poverty and low rental price majority of the respondents were
living in kacha houses in the slums of Peshawar while Afghans were
living in tents in the refugee camps.

Table-6: Gender Based Respondent's Parents’ Occupation
Parents occupations Frequency % Gender

Male Female

Government Servant 0 0 0 0

Doing some Business 13 18 11 2

Work As a laborer 55 79 49 6

Private 2 3 2 0

Any other 0 0 0 0

Total 70 100 62(89%) 8(11%)

Table-6  shows  respondents’  parents  occupation,  it  shows  that  79%
Children’s parents were working as laborers, 18% children’ parents’ had
business  in  the  market,  3%  respondents’  parents’  were  working  in
private organizations as peons, while none of the respondent's parents
was in any Government Departments. The table also shows gender of
the working children’s parents. 89% children observed that their fathers
with the role livelihood while 11% children observed the same on the
part of their mothers.
Majority of the parents of the street children were working as laborers.
Most  of  them  were  males  and  some  females  worked  as  domestic
laborers. Some parents of street children had micro business like selling
of fruits, vegetable etc.

Table-7:  Plural  Marriages  of  Fathers  and their Attitude  towards
Children

Marriages of father Frequency %
Parental attitude in case of Plural

Marriages

Very good Very bad

One 31 44 - -

More than one 39 56 - 39
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Total 70 100 0 39(100%)

Table-7 shows  respondents’ fathers  marriages  and attitudes  of  fathers
towards their children. Out of total 70 respondents, 56% respondents,
run-away children told that  their  fathers had more than one marriage
while 44% fathers had one marriage. The table further shows the attitude
of fathers towards their children. All of the 100% children told that their
fathers’ attitude was negative and that was the reason behind they left
their homes and resultantly became street children.
It  is  obvious to  say that  in  majority  of  the  cases,  parents  had plural
marriages and it is a known fact that the step mothers’ roles compel the
children  to  go  away  instead  of  staying  in  the  tension  oriented
environment. If we compare the attitude of the real mothers with that of
step  mothers,  it  is  clear  that  real  mothers  are  always  loving  and
sympathetic. 

Table-8: Children's Basic Education and its Level 

Where did you get
education

Freq.
% Gender

If you attended school/ Madrassah at
which level you left

Boy Girl A b c d

At School 15 21 15 - 5 10 - -

At Madrassah 25 36 25 - - - 16 9

No basic deduction 30 43 30 - - - - -

Total 70 100 70 (100%) - 5 (33%) 10 (67%) 16 (64%) 9 (36%)

Denotation: a. At Primary b.  At Middle      
c. From Level 1 to 2    d. From Level 3 to 4

Table-8 shows the basic education, gender and level of education of the
respondents. Out of 70 respondents, 43% had no basic education, 36%
got  basic  education  at  Madrassah  and  21%  got  education  at  formal
schools. The table also shows the gender wise position. It is clear from
the above table  that  all  the run-away children were boys.  The above
table further shows the level of education of the children, 67% children
left formal Schools at middle level, 33% left education at primary Level,
while  64% left  Madrassah  from Level  1 to  2  and 36% children  left
Madrassah from Level 3 to 4.
The data indicate that majority of the children never attended any school
or  a  Madrassah in  life  and all  of  them were male  .The basic  reason
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behind not attending any school or Madrassah was that majority of them
were Afghans. Most of them who attended Madrassah were again the
Afghans  because  it  is  the  cheaper  place  for  non-formal  education  in
Pakistan and they were easily enrolled without facing strict formalities
as existing at formal school.

Table-9:  Reasons for School leaving and Desire for Continuity
of Education

Reasons for Leaving School
Frequency

%
If provided, favorable environment

will continue/start education

Yes No

Distance from School 0 0 - -

Poor economic status 25 36 23 2

Corporal Punishment of Teachers 30 42 25 5

Aimless education 0 0 0 -

Death of the Parents 5 7 3 2

Migration of Parents 0 0 0 -

Separation/ Divorce of Parent 3 5 3 -

Authoritative Attitude of Parent 7 10 7 -

Any other 0 0 0

Total 70 100 61(87%) 9(13%)

Table-  9  shows  the  reasons  of  leaving  Schools  /Madrassah  of  the
respondents. It shows that 42% children left Schools/Madrassah due to
corporal punishment at schools, while 36% left Schools/Madrassah due
to poverty, 10% left schools due to authoritative attitude of parents, and
7% left school as because of their parent’s death and the remaining 5%
respondents left Schools due to their parents’ separation. The table also
shows the children willing to restart/ start education, 87% respondents
told they wanted to restart/start  education if  provided with a  suitable
environment while 13% children told that they did not want to restart or
start getting education.
The data show that majority of the street children come from poor and
deprived background. They left school/Madrassah due to poverty: and
most of them left school/Madrassah due to corporal punishment by the
teachers.  They  said  that  if  the  teachers  provide  them  a  friendly
environment and gave up authoritative attitude,  they will  restart  their
education .Majority of the respondents told that poverty was the main
reason/hurdle  in  the  way  of  continuing  of  education.  They  were
supposed to work for the survival and support of their families.
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Table-10: Places of Sleeping and Sleeping with Friends or
Alone

Sleeping point
Frequency %

Sleeping alone?

Alone With friend
Any
other

0 0 - -

At Bus stand 12 17 1 11 -

At fruit market 0 0 - -

In Park 14 20 2 12

In Refugee camp 0 0 - -

At hotel 0 0 0 -

On footpath 11 16 2 9

Shelter home 33 47 4 29

Any other 0 0 0

Total 70 100 9(13%) 61(87%)

Table-10 shows different sleeping places of the run-away children and
their sleeping alone and with theirs friends. Out of total 70 respondents,
47% children sleep at shelter home (NGO), 20% children sleep at the
parks, 17% children sleep in bus-stand and 16% children sleep on foot
paths.  The  table  further  shows the  children  sleeping  habit  with  their
friends or  alone.  87% children told that  they sleep with their  friends
and13% children told that they sleep alone.
The data reveal that majority of the street children were living in shelter
homes of NGOs. Where they sleep, eat and play .There they are also
protected from different kinds of abuses and violence. In shelter homes
they have other  friends and peer  groups and live  together. Some are
living/sleeping in parks/bus stop but usually they are the new ones and
have no friends, they are seasonal street children. They come in summer;
they sell toilet papers etc at bus stand/parks.

Table-11: Place of Work and Working Hours of Children

Work place Frequency %
Work duration

2-4
hours

5-7
hours

8-10 hours
11-13
hours

More than
13 hours

At Bus Stand 50 71 - 30 15 5 -

At Fruit Market 15 22 - 7 8 - -

Auto Mobile work 
shop

5 7 - 5 - - -
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Any Other 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total 70 100 0 42
(60%)

23 (33%) 5 (7%) 0

Table-11 shows the work places and working hours of the children. Out
of total 70 respondents, 71% children worked at bus station, 22% at fruit
market  and  7% at  Automobile  workshops.  The  table  also  shows  the
working hours of the children 60% children worked for 5-7 hours, 33%
children worked from 8-10 hours and 7% children worked from 11-13
hours.
The more attractive work place for majority of the street children was
the bus stand. This is the entry point. They worked from 5-10 hours per
day. After the bus stand, the second place of work for the street children
was the fruit market where they sold plastic bags.

Table-12: Working  Status  and  Monthly  Income  of
Respondents

Work status Frequency
% Daily earning in PKR

a b C d e

Scavenger 30 43 6 7 8 9 -

Fruit seller 15 21 2 4 4 5 -

Carpet viewers 0 0 - - -

Tissue paper sellers 20 28 15 3 2 - -

Water sellers 0 0 - - - - -

Work in workshop 5 8 5 - - - -

Any other 0 0 - - - - -

Total 70 100
28

(40%)
14

(20%)
14

(20%)
14

(20%)
-

Denotation: a. Rs. 20-50 b. Rs. 51-80
c. Rs. 81-110 d. Rs. 111-140 e. Above Rs. 140

Table-12 shows the working status and daily earning of the respondents.
43% respondents were Scavengers, 28% respondents were selling tissue
papers  while  15(11%)  were  selling  fruits  and  8%  were  working  in
workshops.  The  above  table  also  shows  the  daily  income  of  the
respondents. 40% had earning from Rs. 20-50 daily, 20% were earning
Rs.  51-80,  were  earning  Rs.  81-110  daily, while  the  remaining  20%
more than Rs 140.
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The table shows that  majority of the street  children were working as
scavengers  and  they  collected  steel  objects,  paper  pieces,  and
plastic/glass bottles. After scavenging, the 2nd attractive occupation was
tissue paper selling. They waited for out station passengers at bus stop.
They sold tissue paper and majority of them earned Rs.20-50 per day.
Usually their working time was morning. Some of them were seasonal
as  in  summer  they  were  selling  water  while  in  winter  they  were
sellingtissue paper etc.

Table-13: Indecent Experience of Sexual Abuse

Knowledge about 
sexual abuse

Freq. %
Indecent

experience

Active or passive role in sexual
abuse

Active Passive
In case of passive

Yes No A B c D

Yes 55 79 36 34 15 21 0 7 14

No 15 21 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total 70 100 36(66%) 3444%) 15(42%) 21(58%) 0 7(33%) 0 14(67%)

Denotation: a. with your consent b. Deceived through attraction
c. Favorable d. By force

Table-13  shows  the  awareness  about  sexual  abuse  and  indecent
experience of sexual  abuse.  It  shows that  79% were aware of sexual
abuse and 21% were not aware. The table further shows that out of total
70 respondents, 66% children had experienced sexual abuse, while 44%
did not  face such situation. The table also makes it  clear that among
children  experiencing  sexual  abuse,  58%  were  seen  in  passive  role
whereas 42% in the active action role. Out of passively abused children,
majority (67%) was forcibly abused and the rest (33%) were deceived
for abuse.
The above table indicates that majority of the street children had some
awareness about sex and sexual abuse. It becomes obvious that majority
of the street children were sexually abused and mainly in passive role, it
is  further  made  clear  that  those,  who  were  abused  in  passive  role,
explicated the forcible behavior of the users. Bus Drivers and bus stand
employees were the major exploiters.

Table-14:  Children and Involvement in Drugs

Drug 
addicts

Frequency %
Type of Drug Addicted by

a b c d E f g Y Z

Yes 65 86 45 35 15 0 10 5 60
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No 5 14 - - - - - - - - -

Total 70 100 45 25 15 0 1 0 5 (8%) 6(92%)

Denotation:

a: Snuff Cigarette b: cigarette c: Hash (charas)    d: Heroine:
e: Snuffing chemical Liquidf :Drinking alcohol g  :Not  taking  any  one
Y: by my own Z:  friends

Table- 14 shows kinds of drug use and drug addiction, it shows that 86%
children were drug Addicts in their groups while 14% did not use any
drugs.  The table also shows the type of drug children used,  35(65%)
children were using Snuff, and 25 were using only Cigarette, while 15
were using Hashish and 1 snuffing chemical Liquid. The table, further,
shows that 92% children were introduced to drugs by their friends while
8% started drugs out of their own sweet will. The above table shows that
due to no check from parents/guardians, majority of the street children
got drug users and friend influenced them such behavior.

Table-15: Reason  behind  Imprisonment  at  Jail  and
Attitude of Prison Police

Start at jail Frequency %
Charges for jail going Police behavior

A B C Harsh Very harsh

Yes 38 54 7 16 15 7 31

No 32 46 - - - - -

Total 70 100 7 16 15 7 31

Denotation: A. Harm someone physically B. snatching of purse in
the Bazaar C. Stealing

Table-15 shows those children who had been jailed and charges against
them  and  the  behavior  of  the  police.  It  shows  that  out  of  total  70
respondents, 54% children were sent to jail on different charges while
46% children did not commit crimes. The table also shows the kind of
charges against them and 16 out of 38 children committed snatching of
purse  in  the  bazaar,  15  children  committed  stealing  and  7  children
harmed someone physically. The  table  further  shows the  behavior  of
police with children. It shows that out of 38, 31 children expressed that
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they had very harsh behavior from police personnel while 7 children told
that it was a very harsh behavior from police side.
It was observed that when children do not find any money, they start
pocket  picking/snatching  purse,  theft,  selling  drugs.  Here,  they  face
police and police arrest them on different charges. Police behave with
children very harshly. They beat them, some time they are abused at jail;
and some time they are kept  without  family contact  for a long time.
Children of the street are mostly prone to police. Police pick them up on
slight  pretexts and brutally torture them for committing petty crimes.
Once they go to jail they live there for months and some time for many
years without any trial.

Table-16:   Nature  of  Disease  and  Treatment  Given  to  the
Respondent Children
Diseases Frequency % Treatment Received last year

A B C D E F

Tonsillitis 0 0 - - - - -

General Body pain 15 21 - - - - 15 -

Eye infection 10 15 - - - - 10 -

Ear infection (Otitis) 0 0 - - - - - -

Stomach Pain 0 0 - - - - - -

Hepatitis 0 0 - - - - - -

Tuberculosis 0 0 - - - - - -

Skin diseases 45 64 - - 20 25

Any Other 0 0 - - - - -

Total 70 100 - - - 20 50

Denotation:
A. Immunization against Prevented diseases 
B. Anti-Typhoid Vaccine
C. Health checkup by a qualified Doctor 
D. Awareness Rising Session on Health Issues 
E. Treatment of Sick children in Hospital /Center     F. Any Other

Table-16 gives information on the kind of diseases children developed
during the work and then treatment they received last year, 64% children
developed skin diseases, 21% children experienced body pain and 15%
were suffered from eye infection. The above table further shows that,
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majority of Children received treatment from Government hospitals and
health centers.
The above table shows that majority of the street children when work
together  and  living  in  the  sun  unhygienic  condition  develop  skin
diseases.  Usually  the  skin  diseases  are  communicable  in  nature  and
children were prone to it. The second most common disease among the
street children was general body pain. General body pain occurs due to
drug addiction and sexual abuse. Eye infection was also found among
children. The reason behind eyes infection was just smoke and unclean
water used for face washing.
The  above  mentioned  data  show  that  street  children  are  at  risk  of
transmitted diseases like skin etc. Use of drugs and dirty and unhygienic
environment also exposes these children to skin diseases.

Table-17: Security Problem and Recreational Activities

What Security related Problems Frequency %
Recreational Activities

A B C D

To be financially exploited 14 20 1 - - 13

To be beaten 12 17 - - - 12

To be molested 0 0 - - - -

To be hurled by Vehicles 0 0 - - - -

To be deprived of Money 15 21 - - - 15

To be deprived of what you earned 29 42 2 - - 27

Any other 0 0 - - - -

Total 70 100 3 - 67

Denotation:
A. Watching TV B. Games C. Films  D. all of the above

Table-17  shows  the  security  problems  and  recreational  activity  by
children. It shows that 42% children were deprived of what they earned,
21% were deprived of money, 20% children were financially exploited
while  17%  children  were  beaten.  The  table  further  shows  that  67
children liked to watch TV, to play games, to watch films and 3 children
wished to watch TV only.
The  table  reveals  that  most  of  the  children  were  insecure  as  being
deprived of earned money. Some children mentioned that the employers
also exploited them by giving them low wages. Besides, the employer
also beats them if they protest on low wages.

190



Table-18: Views  Regarding  Aimless  Children  and
Awareness about Supportive Organizations

Views Frequency %
Is there any organization to

support help you
Type of

organization

Yes No a b c

Most vulnerable children 36 51 36 - 36 - -

Rejected by society 16 23 16 - 16 - -

Having no direction and 
future

8 11 8 - 8 - -

Poverty ridden children 10 15 10 - 10 - -

Total 70 100 70 0 70 0 0

Denotation: a. NGOs b. Government c. any other

Table-18  shows  the  feelings  of  children  about  aimless  children  and
supportive  organizations.  Out  of  total  70  respondents,  51%  children
viewed that aimless children as most vulnerable children, 23% viewed
them rejected by society, 15% observed them poverty ridden and 11%
observed them with no direction of  life.  The table  further  shows the
children’s knowledge about  the organizations,  supporting the children
cause. All the 100% children were aware that there are NGOs working
for the children welfare. It came to know that poverty, society ignorance
and  parental  neglect  and  attitude  made  these  children  criminal  and
exposed to abuse and exploitation.

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The main objective of this study was to know and identify the various
socioeconomic dimensions and factors associated with the problem of
street children. On the basis of the study findings it is concluded that
majority  of  the  respondents  were  of  13-16  years  of  age  group,  had
normal physique and Afghanis.  Similarly, most  of  them had run way
children who left their homes because of parents’ authoritative attitude
in joint family system. They had 5-7 siblings, 2-3 earning members in
the family and 7-9 dependents members. Out of total 70 respondents,
majority of them had rented Kacha houses; their parent’s profession was
labor  and  had  more  than  one  marriage.  Most  of  them had  no  basic
education,  sleep at shelter home (NGO), and with their friends.  They
worked at bus station for 5-7 hours, had earning from Rs. 20-50 daily.
They were aware of sexual abuse and had experienced it. Most of them
were drug addicts due to their bad company and sent to jail. Being of the
street children, they had developed skin diseases and were deprived of
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what they earned. Majority of the respondents liked to watch TV, to play
games, to watch films and most of them were aware the work of NGOs
for children welfare.
Sending  children  to  school  is  the  best  strategy  to  eliminate  street
children which is the best place to work for children and ensure equal
distribution  of  resources,  so  that  children  are  not  forced  to  work.
Employment opportunity should be provided to the poor families and
small  scale  micro  finance  schemes  (loan,  small  scale  entrepreneur)
should  be  introduced  to  create  income  generating  activity  to  control
street children problem. Street Children are an easy target of police and
law enforcing agencies. Police pick them up on the slightest pretext and
brutally torture them for committing petty crimes. They also remain at
jail  for  months  and  years  without  any  trial.  This  practice  should  be
discouraged  because  it  is  inhuman.  A  network  of  well-maintained
temporary  and permanent  shelter  homes  should  be  established in  the
province of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa street children. In addition, a strong
referral system should be developed at national, provincial and district
level to protect street children from all kinds of abuses. Development of
permanent and effective polices is needed to deal with problems related
to urban-poverty and carrying out effective rural development programs
to decrease the rate of rural-urban migration. Awareness campaigns are
vital one wherein different stakeholders of society should be onboard for
elimination of the issue at hand.
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