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Introduction

Iran, one of the oldest civilizations in the world, has been under constant
pressure from western powers after revolution in 1979. The pressure has
significantly increased due to Iran nuclear program, and defiance of the
United Nations resolutions and the International Atomic Energy Agency
observations.  During  Ahmadi  Nejad  Presidency situation  has  become
worst to the extent that war may not be ruled. Foreign relations of Iran in
context of her nuclear program has been analyzed in the following lines

The United States of America

The United States of America enjoyed cordial relations with Iran before
revolution,  after  revolution the relations came to end. At the moment
United States and Iran have no formal relations with each other. Iran has
an  interest  section  in  Pakistan  embassy  at  Washington  D.C.,  while
United States of America has an interest section in the Swiss embassy in
Tehran.1

The past  six  presidents  of  the  United  States  employed the  policy  of
sanctions,  containment  and  deterrence  against  Iran.  President  Barak
Obama changed that policy and came with stressing diplomacy without
preconditions, which in case of Iran brought her close to war in two
years.2 The United States has long been pressing Iran to cooperate with
the  International  Atomic  Energy  Agency,  and  to  follow commitment
under the Non-proliferation treaty, but Iran, particularly, under  Ahmadi
Nejad is defying everything which is coming in way of stopping him to
develop  nuclear  program.  This  stance  has  exposed  Iran  to  harsh
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sanctions  from  the  United  Nations,  European  Union  and  the  United
States. The United States is constantly trying to isolate Iran and to bring
her to terms as the nuclear program is viewed as disastrous to world
peace. 
It  needs  to  be  analyzed  as  to  how  Iran  atomic  weapons  could  be
disastrous  to  world  peace.  It  is  worth  debatable  whether  Iran  is,
technologically, capable to target the United States or any country in that
region or for that matter any other continent except the one in which Iran
is located.  The United States may be having no direct threat from Iran
nuclear weapons, but she has assumed a responsibility of protecting the
world. This assumption is placing the United States as sole international
power,  and  probably  the  biggest  powers  like  China  and  Russia  are
reluctant to accept the Unites States role of a police man. It is beyond
comments that nuclear weapons are serious threat to human existence.
The United States has employed the policy of sanctions against Iran to
deter her from pursuing nuclear capability, but Iran as an oil rich country
with lesser population has not been seriously affected by such sanctions.
Other choices with the United States to stop Iran includes direct attack
on Iran with mandate from the United Nations, like that of Afghanistan,
or to attack with troops on ground without the United Nations mandate,
targeted  attacks  without  troops  on  ground,  assist  Israel  to  carry  out
targeted attacks  or  full  attack with Israeli  army on ground.  All  these
options  are  pregnant  with  serious  consequences,  at  least  for  the
surrounding region.
It will be difficult to get the United Nations mandate of attacking Iran,
Russia  and  China  as  members  of  Security  Council  have  already
expressed their opinion in negative against the United States desire of
getting such mandate from the United Nations. Attack with troops on
ground  without  the  United  Nations  is  also  less  probable  for  the
following reasons.

1 The United States is already engaged in Afghanistan and in Iraq,
attacking Iran would deviate her focus.

2 Economic depression will  be forcing the United States not to
open new engagement involving spending.

3 There is already huge internal pressure in the United States to
withdraw  from  Afghanistan  and  Iraq,  and  the  same  pressure
would be available to deter the US government from engaging
in Iran.

4 The attack would create pressure for the neighboring countries
to deal with their Shia ethnic population as they view Iran as
their spiritual capital.
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5 Russia and China cannot be simply ignored, though, they may
not directly involve themselves in such war, but tacit  support
may be provided by these states to Iran.

6 Such move will confirm the doubt in minds of many Muslims of
the world that the United States targeting not Iran but Muslims.

These are some of the reasons which the United States would be difficult
to overcome, however, probability of such war may not be totally ruled
out.
 The  option  of  targeted  attacks  without  troops  on  ground  will  not
produce result. At the best such attack can help in delaying development
of nuclear capability but  cannot  stop it.  And such attack would have
nearly all the above referred issues though at small scales, and will not
be  considered  as  vital  option  of  completely  doing  away  with
development of nuclear weapons or regime change. 
The nature of Israel tension with Iran is more direct and genuine for two
obvious  reasons,  firstly,  Israel  is  close  to  Iran,  geographically,  and
nuclear weapons capability of Iran could directly hit  Israel,  therefore,
her  concerns  are  genuine  and  serious.  Secondly, Israel  has  historical
conflict  with  Muslim  countries  in  the  region.  She  has  still  not  been
recognized widely by Muslim countries,  and due to her conflict  with
Palestine, she has hardly have friends in the region.
 Israel has been critical of  Barak Obama government for being more
tough on Israel and less tough on Iran.3 Considering coming elections
and mustering support from Israeli population in the United States, the
government has to take steps to please Israel. Israel has openly declared
of target attacks on Iran, and there is every likely hood of such attacks
by Israel  with the  United States  support.  As  commented earlier  such
attack whether carried by the United States or by Israel will not produce
long  lasting  effects,  it  can  only  delay  the  development  of  nuclear
weapons rather than to halt it. Attack with Israeli army on ground may
be another choice for American, but the same would be difficult though
not improbable for reasons mentioned earlier, and the scale of hatred for
Israel amongst Muslim countries would multiply. 

Russia and China

Russian  has  been  opposing  sanctions  imposed  on  Iran  and  equally
considers  attack  on  Iran  as  an  opening  of  chain  reaction,  and  has

3 www.news.natinalpost.com
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dismissed the new sanction imposed by the United Nations.4 China and
Russia have same policy on Iran.5 however, China opposes Iran been
nuclear.6 It needs further debate whether Russia or China opposes Iran to
get nuclear or been opposed to the United States lead stance on stooping
Iran to get nuclear. It appears though not necessarily true, that Russian
and Chinese positions are reaction to the position of the United States,
their  stances  are  not  based  on  the  issue  of  Iran  been  nuclear  or
proliferation of nuclear weapons.  
Russia  and  China  should  have  been  more  concerned  over  the
development of nuclear weapons by Iran, as Iran is close to both Russia
and China geographically. Russia have Shia population in the Central
Asian states, if  Iran with nuclear facility develop desire of a regional
power then in the long run it will be problem for Russia.
Russia and China are failing to come up with solutions to the problem of
Iran, if sanctions are opposed and war is also opposed, then what options
do these states are offering. It means they are not offering other options
of dealing with issue of Iran, and simply cannot convince the United
States to ignore the issue.

Saudi Arabia

Another  important  country in  relations  to  Iran nuclear  issue is  Saudi
Arabia. Saudi Arabia is in cold war with Iran7 for the last few decades,
though, the conflict of Arab and Iranian civilization is too old. Saudi
Arabia is of the view that if Iran gets nuclear then Saudi Arabia has to
get nuclear as well8, which mean end of non-proliferation regime.
The nature of Iran and Saudi Arabia conflict is ethnic in nature. Saudi
Arabia is opposed to Iran involvement of supporting Shia ethnic groups
in Arab countries.  Saudi  Arab is  trying to negate the Iranian wish of
exercising influence in the Arab world. This conflict has been actualized
as Shia-Sunni ethnic conflict in countries like Iraq and Pakistan.
 Saudi Arabia for being geographically contiguous and having conflict
with Iran would be definitely concerned with Iran being nuclear, and
would  be  supporting  any  step  taken  by  anyone  to  stop  Iran  from

4 www.nytimes.com

5 www.iraq-war.ru

6 www.jewishpress.com

7 www.policymic.com

8 www.startribune.com
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developing nuclear weapons, and may provide all possible help in the
direction of Iran been denied nuclear capability.

Pakistan 

Pakistan  has  direct  borders  with Iran,  and  has  been enjoying cordial
relations.  Although,  Pakistan is  concerned with the issue of Shia and
Sunni for the last few decades, but, this conflict has not been made as
basis of conflict between them at state levels.
 Pakistan situation is slightly different from rest of the countries as she is
partner with the United States on war on terror, though, at the moment,
the  partnership  has  come  to  its  all  time  low,  particularly,  after  the
Mohmand  Agency  attack  on  Pakistani  soldiers  by  US  forces.  Both
United States and Pakistan are accusing each other for dubious roles in
the war on terror. On the other hand, Pakistan is largely dependent on the
American military and economic assistance.
Pakistan is closely linked with Saudi Arabia for various reasons. Apart
from  spiritual  links,  Pakistan  has  received  and  will  be  receiving
assistance  from  Saudi  Arabia,  and  will  not  be  in  position  to  delink
herself. 
Pakistan is enjoying good relations with China, and has been receiving
considerable assistance from her to meet pressing needs.
All the above important countries are not at the same wavelength as far
as Iran is concerned and, resultantly, making it difficult for Pakistan to
make a choice. America will not be appreciating any move on part of
Pakistan to  get  close  to  Iran.  And Untied States  has  opposed energy
related treaties between Iran and Pakistan. Saudi Arabia also will not be
favoring Pakistan getting close to Iran. China, on the other hand, will
desire to isolate the United States in the region so that  effective role
could not be played by her.
Importantly, the current wave of terrorism in Baluchistan and Karachi,
has  been commented by some scholars  as  to  offset  the  Pakistan-Iran
relations in order to isolate Iran. The Baluchistan province is bordering
Iran, and most likely if there is war practiced in Iran then the area of
Baluchistan will be important in terms of supply of weapons and other
war equipments, and therefore, United States will be interested to have
influence in the area. Such desire of the Unites States has seriously been
damaged by recent initiative on part of the government by giving more
concessions  to  China  and materializing  the  gas  pipeline  project  with
Iran.  
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Pakistan is failing to come up with a clear stand on the issue of Iran
nuclear program, though, she is making statement that Iran has a right to
get  nuclear  technology  for  civilian  energy  needs,  but,  whether,  Iran
needs such energy or not is a question marks.

Consequences of War
 
Following result may ensue if war has been practiced in Iran

1 Energy crises will multiply many folds, as war will affect the
supply of oil in the international markets, and Saudi Arab alone
will be pressurized to meet the deficit.

2 There will be chances of multiple war theatre as the war may not
be  restricted  to  Iran  alone,  the  scale  of  turmoil  will  get
increased, particularly, in those parts of the Arab world where
there  is  already  tension  and  conflict.  The  Shia  populated
countries will be under constant pressure.

3 Russia  and China  will  try  to  support  Iran against  the  United
States  and  a  sort  of  cold  war  situation  may  once  more  be
practiced.

4 Global economic depression will get worse as wars these days
are more are expensive.

5 The war on terror will get weaken, and terrorist will benefit out
of turmoil.

6 Pakistan,  in  particular,  will  be  under  tremendous  pressure  as
some forces would ask for ground access to Iran border for arm
supply and infiltration against America, which Pakistan would
not be in position to provide as the American pressure will be
too  high  or  would  create  chance  of  dividing  Pakistan.
Baluchistan liberation in that context may appear probable as to
shun forces hostile to American interest. 

7 Saudi Arabia will try to ask Pakistan to isolate Iran, and such
request will be difficult for Pakistan to turn down.

Conclusion

Iran nuclear program, either way, is casting the region into a big trouble.
If Iran pursue the project to get nuclear, then it may provide America and
Israel  the  opportunity  to  go  for  war  against  Iran.  Nuclear  Iran  is  of
greatest threat to Israel, and Israel is no way ready to accept Iran being
nuclear for Israel considers this as threat to her role of being regional
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power. If there is war, the gulf countries, and countries which already are
facing ethnic problems will suffer in a big way, such as Iraq.
Since Pakistan is facing many problems including terrorism and ethnic
conflict in most of her parts, the war in Iran will multiply her problems
in all directions and there would be a chance of division. 
If there is no war and Iran get nuclear then the non-proliferation regime
will come to end and rest of the countries, particularly Saudi Arabia will
make out a strong case for getting nuclear as well. 
The world in general will not be a safe place any more, and there will be
a constant threat to the survival of human species. Nuclear status of Iran
will provide more confidence to the Iranian to think and act in manner of
regional power which in itself will be pregnant to escalation of ethnic
conflicts, which already, has taken thousands of lives.  With the help of
nuclear Iran, Shia population in other countries will be motivated to ask
for separation, particularly, in Iraq this chance may not be ruled out. 
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