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Abstract 

Academic speaking can be considered as a crucial skill for speakers of different 

varieties of English to be successful in the world. This paper investigates the 

phenomena of topicalization in the academic spoken discourse of PhD theses 

defence of Pakistani scholars. Coherence and Cohesion are pivotal aspects in 

spoken discourse and they become more important when it comes to academic 

spoken discourse. While discourse depends upon many features, one of the 

important features is topicalization. Toplicalization can be considered as a 

feature which provides the speaker to manipulate language willfully.  For the 

current study initially a corpus collected from the HEC website comprised of 100 

videos of PhD theses defense. The minimum duration of the video was 40 minutes 

while the maximum duration was 2 hours. All the videos were transcribed 

separately and then a corpus of the speeches was developed. Finally results were 

drawn after the corpus analysis. The findings reveal that out of 217,896 words 

the number of words topicalized with ―wh‖ fronting were 117, which shows the 

presence of topicalization in Pakistani spoken discourse. The results also show 

that the functions of cohesion, relevance and coherence were also present in the 

texts, which are the features of discourse.  

Keywords: Discourse, Academic Spoken Discourse, Discoursal Features, 

Toplicalization, PhD Scholars, Pakistan. 

Introduction 

The modern global era has bridged the barriers of linguistic complexities in bi- 

multilingual cultures and societies. It has reached a stage where the medium, approach 

and expression pave the way for the idea and scenario of rich linguistic resources and 

verbal genres. Due to this shift of social and interactional discourse patterns, one may 

validate the fact that languages do not persist on the basis of a limited and inflexible 

linguistic data; rather it‘s the social attitude that highlights the acceptable norms of using 

the language (Abbas Alam & Rana, 2011). In this perspective, it is quite considerable to 

assert that English as a second language has gained huge success with its current status of 
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being a lingua franca across the globe. According to Kachru (1993) English is the part of 

those five languages of the world which have the highest speakers in the world. Chinese 

language however is the leading one. 

For the development, growth and enrichment of any language the most important aspect 

is that the language should be used and communicated actively amongst the speakers. 

The use of language is related to the context and it helps individuals to communicate with 

each other (Keyton, 2011).  

Figure 1 illustrates the chief components of the process of communication according to 

Cheney (2011): 

 

Elements involved in the process of communication i.e. sender, receiver, and medium 

regulate the communication‘s quality.  So the process of communication also involves 

writing and speaking. Let us first view what are these are? 

Defining Discourse 

The two important aspects of communication are writing and speaking and in language 

and linguistics they are considered as written and spoken discourse. Discourse may be 

taken as the normal and natural flow of spoken and written language where the meaning 

is conveyed through the context. Discourse study is concerned with "the study of the 

relationship between language and the contexts in which it is used" (McCarthy, 1991). 

Discourse analysis is mainly concerned with spoken and written communication. A 

discourse is "a language or system of representation that has developed socially in order 

to make and circulate a coherent set of meanings about an important topic area." (Fiske, 

1987) 

http://en.wikiquote.org/w/index.php?title=John_Fiske&action=edit
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Types of Discourse 

There are two major types of discourse. One is written discourse and the second is spoken 

discourse. Let us consider the rules and norms of the language that the people take care of 

while writing and speaking which may create problems for English speakers and writers. 

McCarthy (1991) says "most texts display links from sentence to sentence in terms of 

grammatical features such as pronominalisation, ellipsis, and conjunction of various 

kinds". There are multiple devices that help to make a text understandable i.e. Coherence, 

Cohesive markers which work as a bridge between the related item of a sentence and the 

boundary line of the sentence. On the other hand the sentence sense is chiefly dependent 

upon its interpretation which is because of the self-experience and knowledge of the 

particular subject. As a text is processed, we understand and realize the patterns of text 

which are performing functional relationship between the different parts of the text 

(phrases, clauses, sentences or groups of sentences or as McCarthy (1991) calls them 

"textual segments".  

Pakistan‘s Situation  

In Pakistan, English not only dominates the society but it is also an emblem of modernity 

and standard. It is because that like other countries of the world Pakistan also feels that 

English can support the emerging trend which are there in the field of research, education 

and trade, (Gulzar et al., 2013)  One of the major factors about English being widely 

accepted throughout the country is that Pakistan was a colonized state of  British 

government and their influence on culture, trends, norms and values is still reflected in 

Pakistani society particularly in its linguistic landscape (Ali et al., 2016). Colonization is 

one of the pivotal factors that are responsible for the progress of bilingualism (Kachru, 

1986; Bolton, 2002). Thus English is ruling in the arena of knowledge and skill even now 

which ultimately leads to the extensive scope of language use pertaining.  The linguistic 

reality modulated by multidimensional purposes and aims reflective of social needs. 

Similarly English writing and speaking are important aspects of Pakistani society, and in 

education they are given primary importance.  

Here the horizon for spoken discourse is far and wide in social gatherings, media, 

channels, talk shows, informal sittings. Speaking not only dominates but prevails usually. 

Similarly in academia spoken discourse has a great importance. Usually in the entire 

courses and disciplines English language skills module with special focus on speaking 

skills is present this is because the value of English in Pakistan is higher than its value for 

the rest of the world. Speaking English can be termed as a standard in Pakistan. This 

overall scenario increases the value of spoken discourse generally and in academics 

specially. 
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There are many ways and techniques used in spoken discourse to create sensation, 

creativity and newness as compared to the conventional ways of speaking. The function 

of all these is to get the attention of the listener and also to give importance to the 

speakers. All these are known as features of spoken discourse. 

Topicalization 

The initial aspect of topicalization in English is the 'topic structure', by this one can say 

that one part is topic of the sentence and the other one is the clause i.e. the comment that 

precedes the topic. Consider the following examples: 

(1) Lilly, I know. 

(2) Lilly, I know him.  

(3) Lilly, I know the girl.  

In example 1 the topic Lilly is connected with I whereas in example 2 it is connected with 

a pronoun in example 3 with a noun phrase,  

Theoretical Background 

The current study is basically comprised of PhD thesis defence in which there are two 

major components. One is the speaker and the other one is the. For this purpose the 

model of conversation analysis is proportional to some extent to this study. Conversation 
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analysis (CA) can be taken as a process for the investigation of the process and structure 

of the social communication amongst human beings. The main aim of conversational 

analysis is to do analysis of speaking i.e. Talk. The data used for it can be a recording or a 

video of conversation, a speech or any other talk 

Conversational analysis studies have three features which are 

(1) The concentration is on the action  

(2) The structures they pursue to elucidate, and then  

(3) They examine the achievement of inter-subjective understanding of a text 

In most of the research topics these three components are being used and shared by a 

number of schools of thought related to discourse analysis. In general research topics, 

these three would be shared by many "schools" of social science.  The exclusiveness of 

conversational analysis is that it explains the way how these three aspects i.e., the action, 

the structure and the inter-subjectivity can be achieved practically and how it can be 

managed in interaction and talk.  

Literature Review 

One of the important faculties that distinguish living beings from non-living is 

communication system and language. Different scholars have defined language 

differently 

Sapir (1921) argues, "Language is a purely human and non-instinctive method of 

communicating ideas, emotions and desires by means of voluntarily produced symbols.‖ 

In a similar vein, Bloch and Trager (1942) contend that "A language is a system of 

arbitrary vocal symbols by means of which a social group cooperates." Chomsky 

considers a language to be a set (finite or infinite) of sentences, each finite in length and 

constructed out of a finite set of elements (Chomsky, 1957). 

Change in language is a systematic component in all languages of the world including 

English (Aitchison, 1981). If we look at English diachronically we can see that it origins 

from a tribal language to a lingua franca of the world and has earned a place for itself in 

society. Norrish (1997) is of the view that it‘s a common phenomenon that over a period 

of time any language can change and this is entirely natural with English which is 

seeking new avenues and environments.  Change occurs in speaking, writing and also the 

functional use of words and the 

Horizon of a language becomes widened. Weeks (1996) is of the view that language 

takes its root around the world. 
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Language Variety 

Variety means the variation and the variant of the language which are significantly 

different from other variants of the language. These variations in a language may be 

because of political, historical, religious, social or a combination of all of these 

components. Different scholars have defined variety in different manner. It is a set of 

linguistic items having the same distribution socially (Richard and Hudson, 1996). Often 

they represent judgments of speaker groups rather than of speech itself (Finegan, 2008). 

Defining Topicalization 

Amongst many features of discourse topicalization is one of the important features of 

spoken discourse.  It can be taken as the placement of an element of a sentence in the 

beginning to make it prominent, which can also be called foregrounding. 

Topicalization is a feature of syntax that affirms the expression of a sentence if it‘s a 

sentence of a topical clause by placing it in front of the sentence. Topicalization often 

results in a discontinuity and is thus one of a number of established discontinuity types 

(the other three being ―wh‖-fronting, scrambling, and extraposition) (Agel et al., 2006). 

Topicalization is also used as a constituency test an expression that can be topicalized is 

deemed a constituent. The topicalization of arguments in English is rare, whereas 

circumstantial adjuncts are often topicalized. Most languages allow topicalization, and in 

some languages topicalization occurs much more frequently than in English. 

Some typical examples of topicalization are 

a.  The girls danced a lot for entertainment. 

b.  For entertainment, the girls danced alot. (Topicalization of the adjunct for 

entertainment) 

a.  Everyone denied playing because of the pressure 

b.  Because of the pressure, everyone denied playing.  (Topicalization of the 

adjunct because of the pressure) 

a.  I won't drink that juice. 

b.  That juice, I won't drink. (Topicalization of the object argument that drink) 

a.  I am frightened of those insects. 

b.  Those insects, I am frightened of. (Topicalization of the object 

argument those insects) 

(Borsley, 1991) 

Topicalization in American English 

In American English sentences follow the same topic and comment structure, which are 

similar in ―subject‖ ―predicate‖ structure to the British English? However, sometimes the 

topic is not the subject of the sentence rather the object of the sentence becomes the 

subject of the sentence. So as topic of the sentence subject and object both can be used 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Discontinuity_(linguistics)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wh-movement
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scrambling_(linguistics)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Extraposition
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constituent_(linguistics)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Argument_(linguistics)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adjunct_(grammar)
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interchangeably, If one uses subject as topic the word order becomes (S.V.O) but if an 

object is the topic the words order becomes (O.S.V) 

Below are examples of each: 

 
―Topic‖ is Example Topic Comment Literal  Translation 

Subject (SVO) 

―active voice‖ 

GIRL KICKS BALL GGIRL KKICKS BALL ―The girl kicked the 

ball.‖ 

Object (OSV) 

―passive voice‖ 

BALL, GIRL KICKS BBALL GIRL KICKS ―The ball was kicked by 

the girl.‖ 

Whenever the object of the sentence becomes the topic it is known as Topicalization. The 

structure of the sentence changes in topicalization. As mentioned above there are 

different types of topicalization like object fronting ―Wh‖ questions and also the adjunct 

use. Some examples are: 

Topicalization ―Wh‖ Question Examples: 

THAT GIRL, WHO? (―Who is that girl?‖) 

WHAT DRAWING WHAT? (―What is that a drawing of?‖) 

Topicalization in ICE India and ICE British 

In the view of Masthrie and Bhatt, topicalization is an important feature of New English; 

though some scholars refer to it as preposing (Huddleston and Pullum 2002: 1372, Ward 

& Birner 2004: 158-160). The pattern of topicalization is the same in British American 

and Indian English. If we view the Table of topicalization tokens in the conversation files 

of ICE- India and ICE-GB we see that the overall percentage of topicalization is  

 

Topicalization ICE-India ICE-GB 

Objects 147 (78.6%) 12 (63.15%) 

Prepositional Phrases 38 (20.32%) 7 (36.1%) 

―wh‖ fronting 20 (10.7%) 5 (26.31%) 

Topicalization and Discourse 

In discourse, topicalization refers to the point where the speaker or the writer in order to 

keep focus on any particular point or idea makes the use of topicalization (Hampton, 

2002). Modal communication facilitates various forms of manipulation including the 

hedging of claims in advertisements and reporters‘ accounts of statements from sources. 

Register refers to the linguistic style of a discourse that connects it to a particular 

discursive activity or group (Biber et al., 2002).  
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Topicalization in Pakistan 

In Pakistan we rarely find topicalization and no major research has been done in this field 

of study. Therefore the researcher attempts to fill the gap in this area. This research will 

not only help finding out areas of topicalization but also will be a base for future 

researchers. 

Statement of the Problem 

With special reference to Pakistani context, the present research attempted to investigate 

the nucleus of topicalization phenomena in connection with academic spoken discourse 

of the PhD thesis defence. The research aimed at finding out the use of topicalization in 

academic spoken discourse and also the functions performed by these in the given corpus. 

Objectives of the Study 

This specific study comprises of the following components 

 To explore the frequency of topicalization in the academic spoken discourse from 

the perspective of thesis defense of PhD scholars in Pakistan. 

 To examine what discourse functions topicalization is performing in the given 
corpus 

Research Questions 

(1) What is the frequency of Topicalization in the given corpus of Pakistani academic 

spoken discourse? 

(2) What are the discoursal functions that Topicalization performs in the given corpus? 

Research Methodology 

In order to ascertain the point of views for in the specific study, firstly a set of 

conversational videos were examined from the HEC website which comprises of 305 

videos of different genres of spoken discourse. Later on 70 videos related to PhD thesis 

defence were randomly selected to make a part of the current study. PhD defence thesis 

presentations apart from all other spoken genres of academic discourse may be 

considered as the highest level of formality, intellect and latest information regarding the 

specific topic. The researcher was of the view that apart from other videos the PhD thesis 

defence videos would be quite formal and professional. 

Later on the videos were transcribed to make a corpus of 217886 words which were 

spoken by Pakistani speakers who are not native speakers of English. This recording was 

done in a natural environment to get actual and natural utterances and the speakers were 

focused and knew about the recording. Participants as well as the listeners were in a 
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natural ambiance, so the method used was qualitative which involves a lot of chopping, 

cutting, extra pauses, interpretations and chaos etc. 

Then the developed corpus was examined through sketch engine to find out pertinent 

information related to topicalization. For that CQL and simple query tool were utilized to 

find out the ratio of topicalization in the given corpus. 

Corpus 

The Corpus of the current study comprises of videos of PhD thesis deference of PhD 

candidates collected from HEC website having 305 videos. From all the videos present at 

the HEC website only PhD thesis defence videos were selected. Later videos were 

transcribed and they were copied on notepad files to make a comprehensive corpus for 

the current data 

Sample 

The size of sample for this study is 70 videos collected from HEC website.  

Instrument 

The instrument used for data collection was observation and listening and for data 

analysis sketch engine was used to identify the occurrences of topicalization in the 

given corpus. 

Data Collection Procedure 

As already mentioned, for population 305 videos were initially observed and from 

those videos 70 videos were randomly selected to make a representation of the 

whole data. Later on those 70 videos were transcribed critically and data was 

maintained in written form.  

Significance of the Study 

Topicalization is very widespread all around the world in bilingual and multilingual 

countries like Pakistan. This study examines the trend of topicalization, showing that it 

acts as a discourse tool in our society. This research also reflects that the composition and 

method of language is directly proportional to the use of language in society. Thus the 

present study conveys that though topicalization in any variety of English is a widespread 

notion but some specific patterns and structures are imperative to follow. Moreover this 

study will be a baseline for people living in outer and expanding circle communities like, 

Pakistan, India, China, Bhuttan, Nepal etc. It can further help to find out the social 

interactional patterns in the spoken discourse practices as well. 
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Delimitation of the Study 

In order to narrow down the scope of the research only PhD thesis defense videos were 

selected from the HEC website. Later from these PhD videos only 70 were selected to 

collect and develop corpus. 

Data Analysis 

The data is interpreted in two phases. The first phase is about the frequency of 

topicalization in the academic spoken discourse. In this phase the frequency of ―wh‖ 

fronting was found out using Sketch engine which was taken from the corpus developed. 

In the second phase the discourse functions of topicalization were discussed. 

Most of the ―wh‖ questions like, When Where Why and How are adverbs by nature, and 

what may be used both as a subject and object; whereas who can only be used as a 

subject, its object variant is whom. While the answers to When Why Where How Whom 

and What (object) are placed in the predicate, their wh equivalents are moved in front of 

subject. This is how ―wh‖ fronting happens.  

Following is the detailed analysis of the responses recorded by the respondents 

Freqency of „Wh‟ Fronting in the Corpus 

1) What (Tokens)                                                                                      Freq. in Corpus 2) Where (Tokens)                                                                                      Freq. in Corpus 

Is 12 Are 1 

Are 21 Was 1 

Was 7 Do 1 

Were 4 Did 1 

Do 6 Would 2 

Did 3 Total 17 

Does 3 3) Why (Tokens) Freq. in Corpus 

Could 7 Has 2 

Has 2 Have 1 

Have 1 Total 3 

Would 4 4) How (Tokens) Freq. in Corpus 

Can 2 Is 3 

Will 9 Would 3 

Total 71 Can 10 

  Will 1 

  Total 17 
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Another important aspect of this research was to find out what discourse functions these 

topicalized tokens are performing in the given corpus.  

Wh fronting is used in subordinate clause, there the ―wh‖ words are used as 

complimentizers such as  ‗I asked him where he was going. Here ―where‖  is connecting 

the main clause and the subordinaete clauses, So whenever they are in between the main 

and subordinateclausesthe fronting is connected with them and their function is cohesive. 

The primary function topicalization performing in the text is to highlight the particular 

phrase or a token. The displacement from the usual place of the word is being done so 

that unusual word order catches the attention of the reader and the speaker. However 

apart from displacement of words from the usual order, sometimes ―wh‖ fronting means 

asking ―wh‖ questions for specific purposes are also being done as a type of 

topicalization. This approach is used to help listeners focus and support them to avoid 

irrelevance and also to give them a single line of action to think. 

In addition to the primary function, the maintenance of cohesion and coherence is another 

function that topicalization performs in a given corpus. One can say that for second 

language writers and speakers it is difficult to make the discourse coherent. 

Coherence means the connection of words at the level of idea, and cohesion means the 

connection of ideas at the sentence level. Basically, the Cohesion of writing focuses on 

the ―grammatical‖ aspects. 

Here in the given text the speakers are using cohesive devices like referencing while 

making the ―Wh‖ fronting. 

1. What is the difference between self-esteem and self-concept? Self-esteem is an 

aspect of self concept.  

2. So what could be the different management options available to control these 

flies at the dairy farms? There are three usually controlled practices which are 

being used in the different parts of the world 

3. In this we get just noise and some very poor scenes. Here you need to record and 

add many spectra and finally to abosure it tips or realistic and where is analysis. 

For that just make simple high spectral that we use as continue way move and we 

found out okay to scan spectra using to continuous way moved 

A few instances of ―wh‖ topicalistions are mentioned above. In these examples 

grammatical cohesion is realized through ―wh (topicalization) fronting. These 

grammatical links can be found within and also across the sentences. In the sentence 2 

and 3, the development of the spoken discourse is realized through the appropriate 

grammatical ties. The aim of the speaker is to make connection between the lines. And 

topicalization in this regard is serving the purpose by providing coherence betweeen the 

lines thus making the speaker in a comfort zone of listening. 

Here we can see in each of the examples the later text is the referential items of the 

previous text thus making the speech in a logical connection cohesive links and and 
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indicates and ties up the speakers with their speech. Spoken language involves some 

problems which are absent in written discourse because in written discourse the writer 

has  time to think about what to say and how to say it. The spoken language involves a 

degree of spontaneity that is absent in the written language. For that, in spoken language, 

the speaker may make false starts or slips of the tongue which can be corrected in the 

ongoing speech. What makes a text semantically meaningful is the especially dealt with 

in linguistics. The purely linguistic elements that make a text coherent are subsumed 

under the term cohesion. 

However, those text-based features which provide cohesion in a text do not necessarily 

help achieve coherence, that is, they do not always contribute to the meaningfulness of a 

text, be it written or spoken. It has been stated that a text coheres only if the world around 

is also coherent. Here in the text we find a number of examples that shows how the 

speakers make use of cohesive devices: 

First what is the importance of different animal manure in house flies expansion? 

And the Second was what could be the different effect of different malpractice 

regarding insecticide usage on the house flies at the dairies and how can, it can be 

managed ... How... Study 2 relates with our first question ... That is effects of life 

stock manure on the fitness of house flies. 

In the above examples one can see that how topicalization has played an important role in 

the cohesion of the corpus.  

mansion the symbol is for two fold we have a circle we have x- axis y- axis our 

object which is there by rotation bringing by 180 degree this is the two fold axis 

it would pay some where was up there it is below the screen or above the screen, 

right. so this will be this is hkl this will be bar h bar k barl, this is + + this is 

minus minus 

But I was going to lie still get a cab to keep up your side you can position is that I 

say OK so where did you get in a nice ride right. Obviously after seven injection 

second separation just second just a job that is work is a G.C. separation. Right 

Here in the above examples we see some references from the corpus which is giving a 

vivid proof of coherence in the text. As coherence refers to the ―rhetorical‖ aspects of 

your writing, which include developing and supporting your argument (e.g. thesis 

statement development), synthesizing and integrating readings, organizing and clarifying 

ideas, coherence is achieved through syntactic features such as the use 

of deictic, anaphoric and cataphoric elements or a logical tense structure, as well 

as presuppositions and implications connected to general world knowledge. All these 

devices add to string language elements and also play a significant role for negotiation 

and interpretation of meaning. So by use of topicalization the author is not only 

supporting the argument, but also giving a special focus to it. Topicalization works in two 
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different aspects sometimes by highlighting one aspect and sometimes by lowering down 

other aspect and focusing on one.i.e. in the case of ―wh‖ fronting, where the speakers by 

asking direct questions lowers down the other aspects and focus on just a single subject 

and argument. For maintaing coherence ―wh‖ questions are used and its primary purpose 

is to make logical connection in the speech of the text 

These examples present the use of coherence at global level in the learner‘s corpora. 

Creating Relevance with the Listener 

According to the studies by Ward and Birner (2004:1696) a logical relation between 

referent A and B pertains a relation of similarity, contrast, membership in an itemized 

list, etc. i.e. it means that for a poset relationship one has to give a direction to the listener 

or partner B so that he/ She can avoid irrelevance of thought and become more focused. 

One of the functions of topicalization is to make relevant connection with the listeners.      

Here in the current corpus we find a number of examples related to ―wh‖ fronting 

(topicalization) which was though the usual part of the text but they were aimed to ask 

questions from the audience thus giving them direction towards a specific point of view 

and creating a relevant theme and topic in the minds of the listeners. In this way by 

asking questions and then giving replies the aim of the speakers is not only to involve the 

audience but also to make their minds work as every active listner siting there might be 

thinking about the specific question asked It also reflects that by asking specific questions 

time and again  makes the listener avoid irrelevant thought and they can focus more on 

what is being said by the speaker. In a speech there are themes, subthemes arguments and 

sub arguments. So to keep connections between all of them and to make listener into the 

loop of relevance by asking questions is an important technique used as topicalization. 

Examples from the text are 

1. What is Allelopathy? Allelopathy is a process in which allelochemicals released 

by plants in the surrounding environment affect the growth & development of 

other plants. Environmentally safe mitigate the problems Raised by synthetic 

chemicals. 

2. What is attitude..? An attitude a little thing that make a huge difference. 1 Try to 

change worker attitude. 2 Attitude are complex mixture of internal and external. 

3 Attitude cannot be easily measure. 

3. So the organisms cancer why the database that we have use is obtained from 

NCB 1 database. Here we can see GENBANKID of DNA sequences and the 

length of the D-sequences shows in this columns. 

Discussion  

Viewing the results carefully the researcher is of the view that like the other varieties of 

the world, in Pakistani English Variety topicalization is an important feature of spoken 
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discourse. Prince (1981a, 1981b, 1997), claims that topicalization is a pragmatically 

specialized construction. The role of topicalization is quite evident from the frequency 

test and also through the description in connection with the discourse functions. Spoken 

discourse for L2 speakers is always difficult with respect to maintain quality, continuity, 

consistency and interest of the listeners. The L2 speakers have to work more smartly. 

This study ties its connections with the study conducted by Netz and Kuzar (2006) in 

which they wanted to find out the distinction between discourse functions with reference 

to extra position, left construction and topicalization in a spoken discourse.  Likewise the 

current study focuses on the frequency of topicalization in a given corpus and also tries to 

find out the functions topicalization is performing in the current corpus. Usually there is 

much written on left dislocation in English. This study is also relevant with Hampton‘s 

(2002) Discourse Studies in Composition in which he explains the  different devices used 

in spoken discourse with reference to discourse and critical discourse analysis. 

Quirk (1962) is of the view that fronting in English is more restricted in that only a few 

types of phrases are allowed to occur before the subject. So, in relevance to that there 

were 3 types of fronting found like PP, OF and‖wh‖ fronting. 

The connection of this study is pertinent with Van Dijk‘s Discouse Analysis approach. In 

Dijk‘s study it was discussed that in order to use topics or semantic macro propositions of 

discourse. Speakers/writers subjectively define the information in a discourse that they 

find the most relevant or important. This means that topicalization may also be subject to 

ideological management. In group speakers may be expected to de topicalize information 

that is consistent with their interests or positive. This notion is quite common in media 

now days where to provide support to the spoken discourse some phrases are topicalized 

in order to achieve relevance and attention. The arguments of this study are in line with 

the arguments presented in this study of Van Dijk while describing the functions 

performed by topicalization. The current study also suggests that apart from cohesion and 

coherence the intentions of the speakers in the current corpus was to stop irrelevant 

thoughts in the minds of the listeners and for doing so they do use ―wh‖ fronting in order 

to take attention of the listeners, providing focus on the point and also making a relevant 

direction amongst the listeners. The frequency in the given corpus shows that the 

presence of topicalization in Pakistani English variety is a feature which cannot be 

denied. Only 117 cases of ―wh‖ fronting are found in the current corpus which is 

0.05369%. The current study reveals that like any other variety of English Pakistan 

speakers of English use topicalization as part and parcel of their discourse. 

Conclusion 

All the aforementioned analysis through the tables brings into light a clear conclusion. In 

this era of rapid development and connectivity nobody can deny the importance and 

value of technology. By the use of technology one can not only utilize different aspects 

but also use some tools for analysis of language and features of language. Studying 

different aspects of a variety of language gives an introduction to the non-user of that 
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language to learn about different aspects of that language. There might be some common 

grounds where all languages possess some common features. So for a non-native speaker 

to assess some aspects present in language is always helpful to learn, understand and later 

on research that particular language. Language is nothing but use and for its survival and 

growth it depends upon individuals as well as society.  In the current study it was 

analyzed that Pakistani English variety also possess some features which are the 

repertoire of other English varieties like, American English, Indian English, Chinese 

English, and German English etc.  

The feature of topicalization can be used and analyzed in different ways i.e. from 

syntactic analysis to discourse analysis. The current research attempted to discover only 

one aspect of topicalization known as ―wh‖ fronting and its use in the academic spoken 

discourse. It was also discovered that what type of discourse functions this specific 

feature of topicalization is performing?, which shows that in order to manipulate 

language, making cohesion and coherence as their pivotal tools help the speakers make 

their listeners focus upon what is being said and what is relevant. In a nutshell this study 

will be helpful in finding other different aspects of topicalization in academic spoken 

discourse in Pakistani English variety. 
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