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Abstract 

 

Denial to female share in family land and property is a common practice 
in Pakistan. Legal institutions are developed to ensure the implantation 

of laws in a country. Present study aimed to find out the role of legal 

institutions in the transfer of family inheritance rights to females in 
Pakistan. Data for the study were collected from the 384 respondents 

belonging to the both rural and urban areas of District Peshawar, Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa. The results report a dysfunctional role of the major legal 

institutions in the study area. The Supreme and high courts made 
landmark decisions in favor of females land rights in Pakistan, while the 

lower courts, police and revenue department on the other hand could not 

found play their due role. Consequently, inheritance denial was still 
common to such extent that many of the women were found hesitated to 

contact the legal institutions. This can be attributed to patriarchy, male 

domination in legal institutions, long and cumbersome procedure, the 

attitude of governmental officials, the social and financial costs of 
litigation, purdah system and lack of female knowledge about legal 

procedures and even their legal land rights. It is suggested to be 

corrected through generating a conducive environment for females in 
getting their due land and property rights through strict law enforcement, 

change in land transfer procedures, attitude of governmental officials 

and discouraging parallel social courts and procedures at community 
level. 
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Introduction 
 

Legal institutions are the formal bodies devised to initiate, formulate, 

implement and protect the rules or laws in a country. The major legal 
institutions exist in modern society are judiciary, legislative, executive, 

military and police, bureaucracy, legal profession and civil society (Law, 

2014). Like other countries, Constitution in Pakistan is the major source 
of law which is interpreted and implemented through courts and other 

bodies. Article 23 of the Constitution of Pakistan states that, “every 

citizen shall have the right to acquire, hold, and dispose of property in 

any part of Pakistan” where Article 25 further guarantees and termed the 
females’ “rights to property and equality of citizen as fundamental 

rights” . It further urges to ensure for bringing all laws in conformity with 

the Holy Quran and S unn ah and to strike down any custom having the 
force of law as far as it is inconsistent with fundamental rights (GOP, 

2012). Khawar and Nosherwani reported no direct provision in the 

constitution that directly guarantees and ensures the justice to women 
with respect to the violation of their inheritance rights in family land and 

property (2010). To protect women rights including the inheritance share 

further, a Women Rights Bill 2011 was tabled and passed first by 

National Assembly on November 15, 2011 (Khan, 2011) and later by the 
Senate on March 9, 2012. It is now part of the Constitution and legally 

any violation regarding deprivation of women share in family 

inheritance can lead to imprisonment of between 5 and 10 years or a fine 
of Rs. 1 million or both (Aaj News, 2012).  

 

Courts are the other bodies that are directly linked with process of 

inheritance sharing among the family members including the females. 
They make decisions on the basis of country law. Cases regarding land 

and property come primarily under the jurisdiction of revenue courts 

where disputes at tehsil level are decided by government official called 
tehsildar and if any party is not satisfied they can appeal to Chief 

Settlement Officer and provincial –level Board of Revenue (Ali and 

Nasir 2010). Formal courts in Pakistan have also authority and 
jurisdiction to hear the land and property related cases.  There are two 

types of formal courts in Pakistan; the superior and lower courts. The 

former consist of Supreme and High courts while later start from the 
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court of civil judge to session judge at district level. Literature reveals 
contradictory reports about the courts role the matters relating to share in 

family inheritance. Ishaq (2012), Chaudhry (2009) and Ali (1997) while 

describing the role of formal courts reported superior courts have 

provided justice to females who were deprived from their share in 
inheritance. For courts every citizen has right to inherit family land and 

property given by both the religion and the country law. The Supreme 

Court ruled out the value of any change if made in revenue record along 
with any other attempt to disinherit women and such cannot deprive 

women in claim of their right to attain inheritance. Elahi (2014) cited a 

number of cases where the Supreme Court of Pakistan made landmark 
judgments such as Ghulam Ali and Others vs. Mst. Ghulam Sarwar 

Naqvi in giving land rights to women and discouraging brothers to 

deprive the sister and daughter rights without their will.  However, 

majority of the studies including Ishaq (2012) termed both the formal 
and revenue court system in Pakistan as poor, inadequate, duplicate, 

overburdened and ineffective. Parallel systems based on customs and 

traditions have been reported more efficient and accessible in resolving 
land disputes and thus created pluralistic legal environment especially in 

the rural setting of the country. The records especially at provincial level 

i-e Provincial Land Registrar and Provincial Board of Revenue are not 
comprehensive. In fact a junior revenue officer called patwari performs 

the major functions that included land survey, boundary demarcation, 

maintaining record of land ownership, transection, mutation and 

distribution. The original record is also in his custody (Dowall and Ellis 
2007; USAID 2008; Ali and Nasir 2010). Registering or transferring a 

land requires six-step procedure which takes an average 50 days and 

payment of 5.3 percent of the total value of the land.  It starts with the 
drafting of transection documents on stamp paper by a lawyer or deed 

writer followed by both the parties in land transection present the 

documents to Land Registrar who verifies the identity of the parties, 

their authority to enter in the transaction and enters certain 
endorsements. The owners than takes these documents to the patwari 

who enters the transection in the record of mutation in the Record of 

Rights and issues a fard or a document showing the evidence of land 
ownership to new owner (World Bank 2008a; USAID 2008). Because of 

this, the revenue court system in Pakistan has been reported as time-

consuming, complex and subject to corrupt. Land rights documentation 
is often missing, incomplete or questionable, revenue department 

officials such as patwari do not appear to provide evidence and 

consequently land and property related cases take years to resolve (Ali 
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and Nasir 2010). Judiciary on the other hand called low paid, poor 
trained and loaded with very large number of cases. Between 50 to 75 

percent of the cases they have to deal relate to land related disputes 

where major cases are inaccurate or based on fraudulent land record, 

multiple registered and hence credible evidence is often impossible 
(USAID 2008; Dowall and Ellis 2007; Ali and Nasir 2010). 

 

Research Methodology 
 

Cross-sectional research design was applied as it was one short or status 

study that intended to get the overall picture by taking data from cross-
sections of a population. The design was also useful to examine the 

attitude, the socioeconomic/demographic characteristics, incidence of 

the occurrence and impact of a phenomena, perception about various 

things and association/relationship between and among variables 
(Babbie, 1992).  

 

District Peshawar of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Province constituted the 
universe of the study. Being the provincial capital, the district contained 

a number of characteristics with respect to female inheritance share. It 

was one of the areas in the whole Khyber Pakhtunkhwa that contained 
more or less equal proportional of rural and urban population who was 

having all sorts of properties ranging from agricultural and non-

agricultural land to commercial buildings, bequest, merchandise, bonds, 

patents or legatees of money. Variation in the district on the basis of 
farm and property size, socioeconomic status and trend towards sharing 

inheritance with family females was found high. Rehman (2011) 

reported 31 percent of the people shared some inheritance with their 
females whereas according to Khan (2012), the same in another district 

Swat in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa was only 1 out of 278 selected families. 

The District Peshawar comprised of 234,434 households with 119,515 

from urban and 114,919 from rural areas (GOP, 1999), however, for 
present study, four communities each from rural and urban areas, of the 

district were randomly selected. The selected communities represented 

the district from multiple perspectives. This included representation on 
rural urban basis followed by two localities each from eastern and 

western side of both the district and Peshawar city where both sides 

represented different cultures i-e the Hindko in east and Pushto or 
Pukhto in the west. Moreover, the people of western part of the city were 

comparatively wealthier and had diverse socioeconomic and ethnic 

background than those living in eastern part of Peshawar city. 



81 
 

Various sample statistics are used to estimate the population parameters 
however, the increase in reliability of data depends on appropriate 

sampling methods and a sample size which gives a true picture of a 

population (Sekran, 2003). To study the inheritance share practices in 

the study area, a number of sampling methods were under consideration, 
however, keeping in view of the topographic conditions and lack of the 

availability of household data particularly the household list from the 

secondary sources, systematic sampling procedure was adopted. It was 
method where every kth   element was picked systematically from the list 

of a population. Seven steps were followed to pick the samples from a 

population. This included defining a problem, determining sample size, 
preparing sampling frame, assigning number to each element, 

calculating the sampling interval, identifying the first element or sample 

and collecting the data from the sample population. The following 

formula was adopted to pick the samples (Cooper and Pamela, 2010).  

 
k is the sampling interval (sometimes known as the skip) 
n is the sample size, and  

N is the population size 

 
One major concern was how to decide the sample size keeping in view 

of all the variables and diversification in the study area. However, a 

sample size of 384 was finally determined on the basis Sekaran (2003) 
simplified procedure and the following Cooper and Emory (2000) 

sample size formula.  

 

 

Where n was sample size, pq measured the sample dispersion and  

was standard error of the proportion. 

 
Study is based on secondary and primary data. The secondary data were 

collected from all the available sources while for primary data a 

comprehensive interview schedule was designed in the light of study 

objectives. To check the inconsistencies, relevance to the study 
objectives and ambiguities with reference to concepts and language for 

the sampled respondents, the interview schedule which was also used as 

questionnaire for educated respondents was pretested and necessary 
changes were made in the light of the pilot survey. The data were 
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collected by team of investigators, who were trained before data 
collection and led by researcher himself. Round about three months were 

spent in data collection. Likert scale method was used to measure the 

different concepts and variables of the study. It is a method applied to 

measure the attitude and perception of the people (Nachmias, 1992). For 
present study a number of statements describing different aspects of both 

dependent and independent variables were designed on the basis of 

available literature, personal experience and discussion with community 
members and experts. All the individual responses with respect to all 

dependent and independent variables statements were than measured on 

three scale levels i-e yes, no and don’t know and finally individual score 
allotted to each response of the statement was summed up. 

 

After the collection of data, it were first coded and then entered in 

computer by using SPSS software for analysis. The analysis of the data 
was made at uni and bivariate levels. The univariate analysis comprised 

of frequency distribution and percentages of the sampled respondents. 

Bivariate analysis was carried out to measure the association between 
dependent and independents variables. Chi-square and Fisher Exact tests 

were used to measure the association. The Chi-squared test statistics for 

the test of independence summarizes how close the expected frequencies 

fall to the observed frequencies. It is represented by the symbol . Karl 

Pearson introduced the statistics in 1900 and used in sociological studies 

to test the degree of independence (Tai, 1978). The formula used to 
compute Chi-square is given in the following: 

 

 
 

Where  is chi-square, oij is observed frequencies in ith 
 row and jth 

 

column. Eij is expected frequencies in ith 
 row and jth 

 column whereas r is 
number or rows and n is number of column. The large summation sign, 

Σ (capital sigma), tells us to compute the fractions for each cell and then 

sum over all cells to get .  

 

Fisher exact test was used when the frequencies in the table was less 

than 5. Following was the formula of the test.  
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 Fisher Exact Test  

 
Where a, b, c and d were the observed numbers in contingency table 

while “n” were the total number of observations.  

 

Results and Discussion 

 

This section first describes the univariate and bivariate results. At 
univariate level it states the results regarding dependent variable i-e 

female inheritance rights denied and independent variable the role of 

legal institutions in inheritance sharing on gender basis. It is followed by 
the association between the two variables. 

 

Females Inheritance Rights Denied 

 

Inheritance denial on gender basis is common feature of Pakistani 
society. Table 4.12 discloses that 79.9 percent of the respondents had not 

validated the statement that there is high level of women legal land 

ownership in your area, only 12.8 percent reported yes.  In fact more 

than three fourth of the total were found agreed that denial is a common 
practice in our family (76.6%) where family land and property was 

restricted to men (83.6%). This was not something new and practiced in 

many African and Asian countries such as Nigeria  (Ajayi and Olotuah, 
2005), Guatemala (Waterhouse, 2001), Burundi (Sabimbona, 2001), 

Eritrea (Tekle, 2001), Sudan (Mwagiru, 20010), India (Sirkar and 

Fletschner, 2014; The Devex, 2013), Nepal (RDI, 2009; Gilbert, 1992), 
Bangladesh (Jinnah, 2013), Afghanistan (Wily, 2004; RDI, 2009) and 

Pakistan (USAID, 2014; IRDC, 2014; Lee-Smith, 1999; Mehdi, 2002). 

In many of these countries denial is a common practice despite of having 

legal rights. Men have rights to own land and property while women in 
most cases women either do not own the land at all, it is rare or on very 

limited basis.  

 
When respondents were further probed about the causes of denial, 69.5 

percent found agreed or stated yes to the statement that land ownership 

and sharing inheritance is considered culturally inappropriate in our 

family while 57 percent stated that their women have refused to get their 
share and gave to their brothers out of respect while 78.1 percent stated 

that there is no practice of sharing inheritance with our females. Despite 
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this, 75.8 percent stated no or found disagreed with the statement that 
female names are excluded from the heir list in your family. In order to 

support their unlawful practice, many arguments can be cited. Shreffler 

and Dodoo (2009) and Goodnow and Lawrance (2010) called 

inheritance a cultural norm where land within the family is distributed 
according to cultural rules they call interplay of norms. Okello (2003) 

and Bankole (2001) called violation of females property rights is an 

accepted norm whereas again White et al.  (2002) called women 
inheritance as highly gendered and cultural determined. Chaudhry 

(2009) and Zneid (2001) found women who refused their share out of 

respect to brother whereas Ajayi and Oltuah (2005) stated that women 
are deprived because they are women. Sabimbona (2001) said that the 

female inheritance rights are not practiced because they do not exist. 

 

About the number of families who shared inheritance either fully or 
partially, a 80.5 percent of the sampled respondents reported yes to the 

statement that few women in your family directly inherit any property 

while those families who gave full inheritance share to their females 
were only 2.3 percent or 9 out of the total 384 respondents. On the other 

hand, those who did not share any were 69 percent but this also included 

3.4 percent who reported don’t know in their response. A 77.3 percent 
further called those women who got either full or partial share had no 

control over control over the land and property they inherited. The same 

is the case in other countries as well. Doss et al. (2013) reported less 

than 2 percent of the land all over the world is owned by the women. 
Regarding the number of women who own some land, FAO (1997) 

stated less than 10 percent of the women in Indian had land on their 

names while it was around 8 percent in Nepal (Gilbert, 1992), 30 percent 
in Sri Lanka (Wanasundera, 2006), 3.5 percent in Bangladesh (World 

Bank, 2008) and only handful in Afghanistan (Wily, 2004). Arif and Ali 

(1998), USAID (2014), Ajayi and Olotuah (2005) and IRDC (2014) 

further reported low or in most cases no control of women over the land 
and property they own. 

 

Table as a whole report inheritance denial on gender basis was a 
common practice in the study area. Only very small number of women 

availed inheritance where those who got full share were even smaller 

than these. Respondents called it proper as the cultural values support 
their action and it was not practiced in their area due to the females’ love 

and respect with their family especially the brothers. The results support 

the feminism and structural-functional perspectives where the feminists 
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report manmade inequality exists among men and women in their status 
and rights (Malik, 2005) while structural-functionalists report the culture 

and past practices shape and influence the social system in an area 

(Ritzer, 2010).          

 

Table 4.12 Perception of Sampled Respondents about 

Inheritance Rights Denied 

 
Sr, 

No. 

Statements Yes No Don't 

know 

1. There is high level of women legal land 
ownership in your area 

49 (12.8) 307(79.9) 
28 

(7.3) 

2. Women inheritance denial has been a 

common practice in your family 
294(76.6) 77 (20.1) 

13 

(3.4) 

3. The transfer of land and property is mostly 

restricted to men 
321(83.6) 51 (13.3) 

12 

(3.1) 

4. Few women in your family directly inherit 

any property 
309(80.5) 47 (12.2) 

28 

(7.3) 

5. You give full share to your women entitled 

family inheritance 
9 (2.3) 364(94.8) 

11 

(2.9) 

6. You give no share to your women in 

family inheritance 
265(69.0) 106(27.6) 

13 

(3.4) 

7. It is culturally inappropriate in your family 

for a woman to own and share inheritance 
267(69.5) 100 (26.0) 

17 

(4.4) 

8. No practice of inheritance sharing with 

women in your family  
300(78.1) 55 (14.3) 

29 

(7.6) 

8. Your women refuse their share and give it 

to their brothers out of respect 
219(57.0) 142(37.0) 

23 

(6.0) 

9. Female names are excluded from the heir 

list in your family 
63 (16.3) 91 (75.8) 

30 

(7.8) 

10. Women in your family have no control 

over land and property they inheritance 
297(77.3) 48 (12.5) 

39 

(10.2) 

Source:  Survey 

 

Legal Institutions and Inheritance Practices 

Results in table 4.14 reports 66.9 percent of the sampled respondents 

validated the statement that Pakistani Constitution guarantees women 

share in family inheritance while from the rest 11.5 negated it and 21.6 
percent stated don’t know. When respondents were again asked you do 

not have knowledge about women share in family inheritance, 40.6 

stated yes followed 50.3 said no. To assess the role of courts regarding 
denial of women share in family land and property, the respondents were 

asked you know that many of the Supreme Court rulings or decisions 
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guaranteed women inheritance rights, 54.4 percent reported yes while 
32.4 did not know about the rulings/decisions. Probing the phenomena 

further, 57.8 and 42.4 percent viewed current legal system gives 

dominance to male or a major source of oppression and 2012 

amendments in Pakistani Constitution will enable women to get their 
share in family inheritance respectively. A 46.1 percent had no 

knowledge about the recent changes in the Constitution. Again when the 

respondents were asked did women in your family approach courts for 
their inheritance rights, only 23.7 percent stated yes while 69 percent 

said no. About the role of courts, 43.7 percent stated courts in their 

opinion generally favor males in inheritance cases but if the case is 
properly filed and pursued, courts generally gave due inheritance rights 

to women (65.1%). The respondents were not happy with the role played 

by the police and revenue department in gender related inheritance 

cases. A majority of respondents validated the statements stating police 
(52.3%) and revenue department (53.9) generally favor males in 

inheritance cases. The results had both the similar and contradictory with 

respect to studies conducted on the issue. Ishaq (2012), Chaudhry 
(2009), Ali (1997) and Elahi (2014) who viewed courts especially High 

and Supreme played a positive role in providing justice to females in 

inheritance cases. They cited landmark judgments in connection with 
giving due inheritance to women and discouraging family males in 

denying female inheritance rights. On the other hand, Ishaq (2012), 

Dowall and Ellis (2007), USAID (2008), Ali and Nasir (2010) and 

World Bank (2008a) termed courts, revenue department and police as 
poor, inadequate, duplicate, overburdened and ineffective. In inheritance 

cases procedure is cumbersome, time consuming, document are either 

missing, incomplete or questionable and official are gender biased and 
corrupt to a large extent. 

 

Table as a whole reveals inheritance laws ensured all female legal rights 

with respect to inheritance share, the superior courts especially Supreme 
Court guaranteed women rights in their decisions but people including 

females were not aware about their legal rights. However, all the legal 

institutions from courts to revenue department and police failed to 
deliver due inheritance to women in most of the cases because of legal, 

administrative, social and economic obstacles.  They on one hand made 

obstacles for the institutions in delivering the justice to females while on 
the other discouraged them to seek justice through legal ways. 
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Table 4.14 Perception of Sampled Respondents about Legal 

Institutions and Inheritance Practices 

 
Sr, 

No. 

Statement Yes No Don't 

know 

1. Pakistani Constitution guarantees women 

share in family inheritance  

257(66.9) 44 (11.5) 83 (21.6) 

2. You do not have knowledge about women 

share in family inheritance 

156(40.6) 193(50.3) 35 (9.1) 

3. Many of the Supreme Court 

rulings/decisions guaranteed women 

inheritance rights 

209(54.4) 49 (12.8) 126(32.8) 

4. Current legal system in your view gives 

dominance to male or a major source of 
oppression 

222(57.8) 87 (22.7) 75 (19.5) 

5. 2012 amendments in Pakistani Constitution 

will enable women to get their share in 

family inheritance 

163(42.4) 44 (11.5) 177(46.1) 

6. Courts generally favor males in inheritance 

cases 

168(43.8) 148(38.5) 68 (17.7) 

7. Women in your family approached courts for 

their inheritance rights 

91(23.7) 265(69.0) 28 (7.3) 

8. Courts generally give them (women) their 

due inheritance rights 

250(65.1) 60 (15.6) 74 (19.3) 

9. Police generally favor males in inheritance 

cases 

201(52.3) 109(28.4) 74 (19.3) 

10. Revenue department generally favor males 

in inheritance cases 

207(53.9) 90 (23.4) 87 (22.7) 

Source:  Survey 
 

Association Between Legal Institutions and Female 

Inheritance Share 

 

Legal institutions are back bone of a country. All the rules, regulation 
and laws are enforced through legal institutions. They protect the lives 

and rights of the people under the guidelines and rules given by the 

constitution. This section probes the role played by the Constitution of 
The Islamic Republic of Pakistan and legal bodies in the provision of 

inheritance rights given to women by the constitution. They include the 

courts, police and revenue department.  
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Regarding the respondents knowledge about the women inheritance 
rights table 4.22 reports a non-significant association between women 

inheritance rights denied and statements describing that Pakistani 

Constitution guarantees the women share in family inheritance 

(p=0.396) along with the statement probed about whether 2011 
amendments in Pakistani Constitution will enable women to get their 

share in family inheritance (p=0.419). However, a significant association 

was found with the statement you do not have knowledge about women 
share in family inheritance (p=0.016). All the three results described the 

lack of the respondents’ knowledge about women share in family 

inheritance in area that was either Peshawar city or surrounding rural 
areas. One can visualize further the level of knowledge in semi-urban 

and pure rural areas in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. Similarly, the studies 

conducted by Tekle (2001), Mahdi (1994), Room (2012) and Chaudhry 

(2009) reported majority of the people were unaware about the state 
laws in Pakistan and many times the customary laws overpower the state 

laws. People do not bother about the state laws because customary laws 

and practices normally are more followed than the country laws. 
 

In the implementation of state laws, courts might be the most important 

institutions in Pakistan. Past studies report some historical and landmark 
decisions made by the courts with reference to imparting inheritance 

share denied to women in Pakistan. However, a non-significant 

association with women inheritance share was reported regarding the 

people knowledge about the Supreme Court rulings/decisions guaranteed 
women inheritance rights (p=0.213). Rather a significant association was 

reported regarding the statements describing current legal system in your 

view gives dominance to male or male as a major source of oppression 
(p=0.004) and courts in your opinion generally favor males in 

inheritance cases (p=0.031). The results on one hand report respondents 

lack of knowledge about the decisions made by the courts in women 

favor while on the other hand showed courts favoring more to males 
who are source of oppression in sharing inheritance rights with females 

in the study area. The results did not support the Ishaq (2012), Chaudhry 

(2009), Ali (1997) and Elahi (2014) who reported justice been provided 
to females through landmark decisions made especially the Supreme 

Court of Pakistan. At the same time Ishaq (2012), Dowall and Ellis 

(2007), USAID (2008) and Ali and Nasir (2010) criticized the courts in 
providing justice to females in inheritance share cases.  
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In case of women approaching to courts for their inheritance rights, a 
non-significant association was found between women inheritance share 

denied and do the women in your family approached courts for their 

inheritance rights (p=0.074) and courts generally give them (women) 

their due inheritance rights (p=0.293). Both the results report reluctance 
of female to approach courts as they did not expect any favor from the 

courts. This was attributed to the presence of patriarchal norms and 

practices which many time did not let women to take courage of going 
court against their families while they also did not expect justice from 

very highly male dominated courts. The results are supported by the Ali 

(1997), IRDC (2014), IFPRI (1998), Ishaq (2012), Dowall and Allis 
(2007), USAID (2008) and Ali and Nasir (2010) who reported few 

women challenged the status quo while the very large majority did not 

courage to challenge it due to social pressure, parallel customary 

practices and cumbersome procedure both in revenue and formal courts. 
They were further found overburdened, complex, duplicate, ineffective, 

mismanaged and biased towards females. Only the registration or 

transfer of a case requires sex steps procedure which takes 50 days and 
5.3 percent payment of the property you want to inherit. 

 

A non-significant association of female inheritance denied was also 
reported with the role of two most relevant legal institutions the police 

and revenue department. This included police (p=0.411) and revenue 

department (p=0.054) generally favor males in inheritance cases. The 

results indicated the two institutions favored males mainly in inheritance 
cases. This was due to low exposure of females to both police and 

revenue cases and on the other hand males became the main 

beneficiaries due to their experience in dealing inheritance cases 
especially through collaboration with both the police and revenue 

officers. The results are supported by Santiago, (2001), USAID (2014), 

Beyani (2001) and Chaudhry (2009) who found women lack knowledge 

about inheritance laws, their share in inheritance along with financial 
resources, knowhow and exposure to deal with the police and revenue 

procedures and officials. It is also uncommon for women to go to police 

and courts due to purdah system whereas the behavior of both the police 
and revenue officials with women is also not good.     

 

  



90 
 

Table 4.22. Role of Legal Institutions in Female Inheritance Share 
S.No Statement  Women inheritance rights denied Chi-square 

P=value Yes No Don’t 

know 

1. Pakistani Constitution guarantees women share in family inheritance 

Yes  155 (40.4) 84 (21.9) 18 (4.7)  
(0.396) No 22 (5.7) 20 (5.2) 2 (0.5) 

Don’t know 44 (11.5) 31 (8.1) 8 (2.1) 

2. You do not have knowledge about women share in family 

inheritance 

 

Yes  105 (27.3) 43 (11.2) 8 (2.1)  

 
No 99 (25.8) 79 (20.6) 15 (3.9) 

Don’t know 17 (4.4) 13 (3.4) 5 (1.3) 

3. You know that many of the Supreme Court 

rulings/decisions guaranteed women inheritance rights 

 

Yes  130 (33.9) 63 (16.4) 16 (4.2)  
(0.213) No 28 (7.3) 18 (4.7) 3 (0.8) 

Don’t know 63 (16.4) 54 (14.1) 9 (2.3) 

4. Current legal system in your view gives dominance to male or a major 

source of oppression 

Yes  141 (36.7) 70 (18.2) 11 (2.9)  
(0.004) No 36 (9.4) 39 (10.2) 12 (3.1) 

Don’t know 44 (11.5) 26 (6.8) 5 (1.3) 

5. 2012 amendments in Pakistani Constitution will enable 

women to get their share in family inheritance 

 

Yes  99 (25.8) 56 (14.6) 8 (2.1)  
(0.419) No 26 (6.8) 13 (3.4) 5 (1.3) 

Don’t know 96 (25.0) 66 (17.2) 15 (3.9) 

6. Courts in your opinion generally favor males in 

inheritance cases 

 

Yes  107 (27.9) 49 (12.8) 12 (3.1)  
(0.031) No 78 (20.3) 63 (16.4) 7 (1.8) 

Don’t know 36 (9.4) 23 (6.0) 9 (2.3) 

7. Women in your family approached courts for their 

inheritance rights 

 

Yes  59 (15.4) 26 (6.8) 6 (1.6)  
(0.074) No 146 (38.0) 102 (26.6) 17 (4.4) 

Don’t know 16 (4.2) 7 (1.8) 5 (1.3) 

8. Courts generally give them (women) their due inheritance 

rights 

 

Yes  147 (38.3) 89 (23.2) 14 (3.6)  
(0.293) No 31 (8.1) 24 (6.2) 5 (1.3) 

Don’t know 43 (11.2) 22 (5.7) 9 (2.3) 

9. Police generally favor females in inheritance cases  
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Yes  123 (32.0) 67 (17.4) 11 (2.9)  
(0.411) No 61 (15.9) 38 (9.9) 10 (2.6) 

Don’t know 37 (9.6) 30 (7.8) 7 (1.8) 

10. Revenue department generally favor males in inheritance 

cases 

 

Yes  132 (34.4) 63 (16.4) 12 (3.1)  
(0.054) No 42 (10.9) 41 (10.7) 7 (1.8) 

Don’t know 47 (12.2) 31 (8.1) 9 (2.3) 

Source:  Survey 

 

Conclusion 

 
Study found denial to women share in family land and property a 

common practice in Pakistani society despite of legal and constitutional 

protection in the country. This was even practiced when the courts, 
especially the High and Supreme Court, made landmark decisions in this 

regard, an amendment in the Constitution was made to guarantee the 

females land rights further along with the police and revenue department 

who were present to implement the inheritance laws in the country with 
respect to females. However, the results still reveal mainly a 

dysfunctional role of legal institutions in the delivery of inheritance 

rights to females. This might be due lack of knowledge of both the males 
and female population about inheritance laws and procedures especially 

with respect to females. The females on the other hand hesitated to 

contact the courts, revenue department and police due to lack of 
exposure, cumbersome procedures, attitude of court and police officials 

and purdah system that restricted women mobility even for their due 

rights. The patriarchal norms and practices also played major role in 

denying women rights and letting field open for males to make decisions 
of their choice through collaboration with police, revenue and court 

officials. The study recommends the proper implementation of 

inheritance laws in the country can be made through mobilizing of the 
police and revenue department along with making inheritance 

procedures simple, generating conducive environment for females who 

want to get their right through legal measures, strongly discourage and 

punish parallel sociocultural courts, procedures and norms through strict 
law enforcement and campaign involving all the governmental and non- 

governmental organization including the political parties and religious 

organizations.  
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