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Concept of Peace in Buddhism and Current Situation
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Abstract:

The religion of Buddhism attributed to Siddharta
Gautama(563-482 B.C). Afterwards he came to be known
by the name of "Buddha"(mean: awakened). The religion
he founded stressed on universal compassion and
monasticism. His concept of compassion flowing freely
towards all creatures or all living being. That is why,
Buddha has forbidden all kind of wars, battles and
conflicts as they cause ferocity or bloodshed. When
Emperor Asoka (273-233 B.C.) accepted Buddhism as a
true believer, then he set up good examples of piety,
sympathy and compassion. If we look all around the
modern age of Buddhism, they put off the peace living
teachings of Gautama. The obvious example of that
conduct is oppressive attacks on Rohingya muslims. Since
the £2012, (when the conflicts started between the
Rohingya muslims and the extremist Buddhist)
innumerable Muslims are killed, mosques, houses and
villages are being set on fire and destroyed.
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"Buddha (the awakened) stands for the name of Siddharta Gautama, the son of a king in
nothern India. His story and his sayings, like Christ's, were put in writing long after his
death, and it is impossible to separate facts from pious legends. The religion he founded
has much in common with Christianity besides basic moral principles: both stress
monasticism and universal compassion."®
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"Freedom from, or cessation of, war or hostilities; that condition of a nation

or community in which it is not at war with another."®
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"As the preceding selection indicates, its culminating that is, its dependably
place and bliss producing quality, is love. And by love, here, Buddha meant no
dependent attachment to a person or object through whom one hopes to find his
longings satisfied, but and unlimited self-giving compassion flowing freely toward all
creatures that live."®
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"Taking life' means to murder anything that lives, It refers to the striking and

killing of living beings. Anything that lives' ordinary people speak here of a 'living

being', but more philosophically we speak of 'anything that has the life-force'. 'Taking

life' is then the will to kill anything that one perceives as having life, to act so as to

terminate the life force in it, in so far as the will finds expression in bodily action or
in speech."(0)
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"(61)Whatsoever Bhikshu shall deliberately deprive any living thing of life,

that is a Pakittiya. (62)Whatsoever Bhikshu shall, knowingly, drink water with living
things in it, that is a Pakittiya."(?)
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"In the case of humans the killing is the more blameworthy the more virtuous
they are. Apart from that, the extent of the offence is proportionate to the intensity of

the wish to kill. "3
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"A Bhikkhu who has received the upasampada ordination, ought not
intentionally to destroy the life of any being down to a worm or an ant. A Bhikkhu
who intentionally Kills a human being, down to procuring obortion, is no Samana and
no follower of the Sakyaputta. As a great stone which is broken in two, cannot be
united, thus a Bhikshu who intentionally, abstain from doing so as long as your life
lasts.4)
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"They crush the green herbs, they hurt vegetable life, they destroy the life of
many small living things. The Sakyaputtiya Samanas go on their travels alike during
winter, summer, and the rainy season, crushing the green herbs, hurting vegetable
life, and destroying the life of many small things."*%
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"Whatsoever Bhikkhu shall go to see an army drawn up in battle-array,
except for a cause there to sufficient, that is a Pakittiya."(®)
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"In the third B.C., the religion received a strong new impetus when Emperor
Asoka became an adherent and promoted its spread, not only in India, but to other
countries as well. This ruler was one of India's greatest. For Buddhist in all lands he
stands as a great example of a lay disciple, of one who, although living in the midst of
the world's responsibilities, yet promotes Buddha's teaching and devotes himself to
good works for the sake of others. Tireless in energy, he possessed both saintly piety
and practical wisdom as a monarch."8)
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"A Bhikkhu who intentionally kills a human being, down to procuring
obortion, is no Samana and no follower of the Sakyaputta. As a great stone
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which is broken in two, cannot be united, thus a Bhikkhu who intentionally,
abstain from doing so as long as your life lasts."??
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"Arakan, coastal geographic region in southern Myanmar (Burma). It
comprises a long, narrow strip of land along the eastern coast of the Bay of
Bengal and stretches from the Naf estuary on the border of the Chittagong Hills
(in Bangladesh) in the north to the Gwa River in the south. The Arakan region is
about 400 miles (640 km) long from north to south and is about 90 miles (145
km) wide at its broadest."(?
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"More than 300 Muslim villages, Mosques and madrasahs were set on
fire on grounds that they were sheltering the criminals. Mosques were besieged
by Buddhist fanatics. According to independent human rights organizations,
around 1,000 people have been killed and thousands of Muslims have been forced
out of their homes and villages and into forests since violence erupted in June.
Some Muslims set out with boats into Naf River and the Indian Ocean to reach
Bangladesh, but hundreds were drowned to death when the Bangladeshi
government denied them entry into the country. It has been reported that some of
the wounded have secretly crossed into Bangladesh with their own means to
receive treatment. A large number of Arakanese with critical condition have been
left to die."®®
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"Ashin wirathu is a firmly anti-Islamic monk who was jailed in 2003 for
inciting anti-Muslim violence. He was released last year as part of the broader
amnesty for prisoners and admitted being at Meiktila, although insists he played a
part in the violence. He urges Buddhists all over the country to boycott Muslim
business and hands out stickers printed with the number '969', which symbolize
elements of Buddhism.G%
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"It is known that a large number of Muslims are currently jailed and are
subjected to torture but their identities and exact number cannot be verified. The
ongoing travel ban and curfew imposed on the Rohingya population have completely
paralyzed life. Mosques, masjids, houses and villages are being set on fire and
destroyed. Muslims are deprived of all public services. For instance, when they get
sick they cannot go to state hospitals for treatment. Muslims are not allowed into
higher education institutions. Muslims are forbidden to work in public sector jobs.

Today there is not a single Muslim civil servant in Arakan."©®)
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"Noting with deep concern the heinous crimes being methodically committed
against the Rohingya Muslims in Myanmar by the religious extremists. Observing
active support and involvement of the Government of Myanmar in various prejudicial
campaigns launched by numerous groups against the Rohingya Muslims.
Commending the courage of the Rohingya Muslims who are bravely facing the
entrenched genocidal campaigns against them. Takes note particularly of the
shameless and horrific acts causing mischief to the properties, rape and abuse of
women and children of the Rohingya Muslims. Expresses its deepest sympathy and
condolences to the victims of these brutalities and their families. Urges all states and
human rights activists, in accordance with their respective obligations and
commitments under the international law, to do all the acts necessary to protect the
peaceful community of the Rohingya Muslims brutally being extinguished in
Myanmar. Calls upon the Government of Pakistan to fully support and provide
protection to the Rohingya Muslims by pressing into service all means including
emphasis on the Government of Myanmar to immediately abide by its obligations to
protect the Rohingya Muslims.®
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1- Barnes, G. Thomas, Civilization - Westren and World, Canada: Little, Brown and

Company, 1975, P.72
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8- The Oxford English Dictionary, Oxford: Second Edition, Clarendon Press Publishers,

London, Vol.XI, 1989, P.383

9- Burtt, E. A., The Teachings of the Compassionate Buddha, New York: Mentor Books,

1961, P.46.
10-  Edward Conze(tr). Buddhist Scriptures, Victoria: Penguin Books,1960, P.70.
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12-  Rhys Davids & Hermann Oldenberg(tr), Vinaya Texts, Vol.1, Oxford: The Clarendon

Press,1881, P.46.
13- Edward Conze(tr). Buddhist Scriptures, Victoria:Penguin Books,1960, P.71.
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14- Rhys Davids & Hermann Oldenberg(tr), Vinaya Texts, VVol.1, Oxford: The Clarendon

Press,1881, PP.235-236.

15-  Ibid, P.298.

16- Ibid, P.43.
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18- Hamilton, H. Clarence, Buddhism, New York: The Merrill Company, 1971,

19-20.
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29- Rhys Davids & Hermann Oldenberg(tr), Vinaya Texts, Vol.1, Oxford: The Clarendon

Press, 1881, PP. 235-36.
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32- The New Encyclopaedia Britannica, "Arakan State", vol.1, P.513, Chicago,1973.
33- See more detail in: Humanitarian Aid Foundation: "Arakan, July 24th, 2012,
34- See more detail: Davidicke/artical/2013/05/07/usa
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36-  Reported by: Humanitarian Aid Foundation: "Arakan: A big Massacre Witnessed by

the Insentive world" July, 2012.
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38-  See more detail in: National Assembly Diary, Resolution of Rohingya Muslims in

Myanmar, 10th June, 2015.
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