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Two seasons' work at Shaikhan Dheri has revealed undoubtedly a city founded
by the later Greek conquerors who came from Bactria, and has thus opened 
new prospects of understanding the Greeks and their ways of living in'this part 
<Jf the world and the influence that they exercised on the coming generations. 
The city which represents the second Pushkalavati in Gandhara holds the key 
not only to the understanding of the history and culture of Gandhara but also to 
shedding fresh light on the knotty problems of the Greeks, Scythians, Parthians 
and Kushanas. The materials, unearthed so far, have to say something definite
on them, and whether one is interested in the chronology of the Greeks or in the 
dating of the Gandhara art, or in its relation with India and outside world, or 
even in the general archaeology of Pakistan, Afghanistan and Central Asia, 
he will have to examine carefully the evidence from this site. A scientific exca
vation, with the application of the latest methods known, has been the chief 
aim, and the results are now presented before the scholars in as succinct a manner 
as possible within the economy limit of the University. It is nevertheless believed 
that no confusion remains in the presentation so that the use of the materials 
by the scholars of the world may not be prejudiced. It is the earnest desire of 
the University and the excavator to recover the concealed materials before they 
are completely lost and to preserve them for the posterity in order to build up 
the lost threads of the Greeks and the romance that they once created in this 
part of the world. Perchance humanity may still hear the throbs and sobs of a 
whole line of rulers who are no more today but who attempted to establish links 
between the East and the West. It will take long time, patience and expense to 
complete the story but meanwhile the results of the two seasons are described 
below by the excavator. 

1. INTRODUCTION

The discovery of Greek coins and stone sculptures in Gandhara in the late 
18th and early 19th centuries created a stir in the West, where scholars had been 
interested in Classical history and archaeology. These materials held pros
pects for tracing the eastward adventures of Alexander the Great and also 
for assessing the influence of Hellenism1 on the Asiatics. For about two 

1. See Sir William Tarn - Greeks ill Bactria and India, Cambridge, 2nd ed. 1951.
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