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Note from Editor 

The journal is getting attention of the peace researchers within the country and from 

international researchers alike since its inception last year. At the beginning of second 

year for the journal “Pakistan Journal of Peace and Conflict Studies” has started receiving 

feedback, on the previous issues which is encouraging. Peace and Conflict research is 

covering the space previously shadowed under International Relations, Political Science, 

War Studies, Defence and Strategic Studies, Sociology, and other branches of social, 

science and management related research. This issue includes research papers on themes 

such as post-conflict peace building, theoretical approaches to conflict resolution, conflict 

resolution research in Pakistan, media coverage of conflict and journalistic nationalism, 

and the prospects of Islamic military alliance against terrorism.  

My special comments, though, are on the on-going FATA Reforms in Pakistan. There are 

hot debates on FATA Reforms these days. Many prominent political figures are 

demanding the merger of the tribal area (FATA) with the province of Khyber 

Pakhtunkwha. Nonetheless, there are those who object the on-going reforms process on 

various grounds. The pros and cons of the reform process have been hotly debated in the 

newspapers. This will be only a replication to produce both the stances here.  

We support the on-going reform process in FATA for good reasons. Any geographical 

area that has experienced a conflict must go through reforms process in the post-conflict 

peace-building phase. FATA has yet to move into the post-conflict peace-building phase. 

At the moment, it is going through the peacemaking phase. The military operations in the 

area have reduced the violence and, to a great extent, curbed the spoilers’ (terrorists) 

ability to sabotage any step towards peace. The ground is ready for peace-building. A 

swift civilian transition is the need of the time considering PCNA (2010) document as a 

guiding principal. It may take more time peace-building always overlap peacemaking, as 

the two have corresponding effects on each other.  

One aspect of peace-building is the establishment and strengthening of political, 

administrative, policing, and legal institutions (institutionalization of decision making 

and authoritatively paradigm shift). As FATA has to move from a tribal status to a settled 

status, it will be much easier for the state to extend the laws and institutional structures of 

the proximate areas to FATA. In this case, it is Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province. It is a 

strong demand by many of the political parties within KP and political figures from 

FATA to merge all the seven agencies with the rest of the province. The reasons for this 

demand are manifold. The most significant of all is the shared ethnicity of both the areas 

along-with the status of Peshawar (the capital of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa) being accessible 

to all the people of FATA as a political, economic and legal hub.  
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Irrespective of merger or non-merger, stability, respect for human rights, access to justice 

and reforms and development for the people of FATA is in the greater interest of 

Pakistan and regional as well as international forces. 

Dr. Jamil Ahmed Chitrali 


