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PAKISTAN JOURNAL OF PEACE AND CONFLICT STUDIES 

 
INTRODUCTION  

Pakistan Journal of Peace and Conflict Studies 

(PJPCS) is an initiative by Institute of Peace and 

Conflict Studies (IPCS), University Of Peshawar, 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Pakistan. IPCS came into 

being with the vision to bring Peace into the society 

by incorporating alternative conflict resolution 
mechanisms to the curriculum. The University of 

Peshawar is the pioneering institution in Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa offering academic programs under the 
auspices of the Institute of Peace and Conflict Studies 

(IPCS) with the objective of producing both 

Innovative Researches and offering Academic 
Programs at the under-graduate and post-graduate 

levels.  

As a research academy the institute has now launched 

its own journal that will help in dissemination of the 

scientific study and researches in the field of Peace 

and Conflict Studies, keeping in view the 
contemporary need for the studies and assessments in 

the face of growing global and indigenous conflicts.    
 

SCOPE OF THE JOURNAL 

Contributions are welcome from all fields of social 
sciences. The typical topics include, but are not 

limited to the following fields: Anthropology, 
Sociology, Economics, Education, Criminology, 

Literature, Linguistics, Law, History, Management 

Sciences, Political Science, Geography, Psychology, 
Islamic Studies, Disaster Management, International 

Relations.   
 

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES FOR 

CONTRIBUTORS  

The journal invites original research contributions 
from all branches of knowledge relevant to peace and 

conflict studies. The journal regards the submission of 

manuscript as a commitment that they are exclusively 
contributed to PJPCS and are not under consideration 

anywhere else.  

Article Submissions:  
The authors may submit their articles electronically to 

pjpcs@upesh.edu.pk.  

Word Limit and Format: The submitted articles 
should be 3000 to 5000 words in length including 

abstracts and citations in MS Word Format, Times 

New Roman and Font size 11, with 1.25 line space.  
Paragraphing: Start each paragraph with first line 

half inch indented. There should be a 1.5 line space 

between paragraphs.   

Figures, Tables, Graphs: Figures, tables or graphs, 

if given, should not be out of text margins of the page.  

First Page: The first page of submission should 
include title of the article, author’s name, institutional 

affiliations, and email address and other contact 

information.   
Abstract: Abstracts should be between 100 -150 

words and should include objectives, methodology, 

and major claims of the paper.   

Introduction: This section should provide a general 
background of the research along-with the problem 

statement, significance and literature review.  

Methodology: This section should provide the 
information on methodology as clearly and explicitly 

as possible.  

Results & Discussion: State the results and 
discussion. There is no need for separating this 

section unless the author(s) wish to separate the two 

sections.   
Endnotes: provide the endnotes with roman 

numerals, size 10, Time New Roman Font.  

Footnotes: Do not use footnotes. Use endnotes 
instead.  

References: Use only those references that have been 

cited in the main text. Only the APA citation format is 

acceptable. Arrange the references in a single 

alphabetic sequence. 

Authors’ Biography: A brief biography, no more 
than fifty (5) words for each other, should be given at 

the end of the paper.    

Copy Right:  
The journal reserves the right to make relevant 

changes to the submission without altering the 
meaning of the article. Responsibility for the opinions 

expressed in the articles and the accuracy of the facts 

stated rests solely with the author(s) and not with the 
Editor/Editorial Board. 

Once the author’s paper is published in PJPCS, the 

author cannot publish the same in another 
journal/newspaper etc for at least two years from the 

date of publication in PJPCS. After two years of 

publication, the author may publish it anywhere else.   
 

PUBLICATION CHARGES 

Initially, the journal does not charge any publication 

fee for a period of two years. After that time period, 

each paper shall be charged with a fee of Rs. 5000/- 
for Pakistani contributors or $50/- for international 

contributors.  
 

PAPER ACCEPTANCE AND REVIEW 

PROCESS 

Pakistan Journal of Peace and Conflict Studies uses 
double blind peer review process. All contributions 

are forwarded to at least two referees. Once the paper 

is submitted, it shall pass through an initial ‘Editorial 
Review’ that may take two weeks maximum. The 

Editorial Board decides whether to process the paper 

for further ‘Peer Review’ or reject it at this stage.  

The ‘Peer Review’ might take one to two months 

depending upon the reply from the reviewer. Once the 

review has been done, the review comments shall be 
forwarded to the corresponding author. The author 

need to re-submit the paper within fifteen days 

maximum with all the quarries addressed.  
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MESSAGE  

 

It is indeed a great initiative from the Institute of Peace and Conflict 

Studies to launch a research journal with a focus on peace-research 

and conflict resolution mechanism throughout the world. Indeed the 

world could use a bit of research on how conflicts happen, how wars 

are instigated, how peace may be brought in a society or community. Events do not happen 

in space or out of nowhere. This is one of the principles of logic. I am hoping that Pakistan 

Journal of Peace and Conflict Studies will unveil the mysteries that occupy most of the 

conflicts through its research contributions from the researchers around the world. With a 

bit of collaboration with policy making bodies, the journal’s researchers would benefit the 

entire society.  

 

 

 

Prof. Dr. Rasul Jan 

Vice Chancellor 

University of Peshawar  
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MESSAGE 

 

The Institute of Peace and Conflict Studies (IPCS) is envisioned 

to bring Peace into the society by incorporating alternative 

conflict resolution mechanisms to the curriculum. The University 

of Peshawar is the pioneering institution in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 

offering academic programs under the auspices of the Institute of 

Peace and Conflict Studies (IPCS) with the objective of 

producing both innovative researches and offering academic 

programs of higher studies. It offers the conjectural foundations that emboss the essential 

social psychological routes involved in understanding and managing conflicts at all levels 

i.e. interpersonal, intergroup, organizational, and international.  

 

It is the major forum for research and training in Pakistan for both mid-career professionals 

and young graduates of the country with focus on peace building, peace making, social 

cohesion enriched with the appropriate skills to address conflicts by peaceful means. The 

Institute is a major policy research centre specializing in policy researches and qualitative 

analysis addressing both national and international issues in its specialized area of focus. 

 

It gives me pleasure to see the plan for launching the journal materializes into practice. The 

journal is open to all forms of research contributions related to peace and conflict from 

around the world. As the Editor-in-Chief of the journal and Director of the IPCS, I welcome 

the potential editors and the aspiring authors to contribute to this initiative so as to 

understand conflict and promote peace.  

 

Dr. Jamil Ahmed Chitrali 

Director, IPCS 
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MESSAGE 

Congratulations to the Institute of Peace and Conflict Studies 

at the University of Peshawar for developing the Pakistan 

Journal of Peace & Conflict Studies and publishing this first 

issue. The goal of the Journal to promote solid, cutting edge 

and credible scholarship concerning the roots of conflict, 

violence and peace both locally and globally has never been 

more needed. By making these links between the local and 

global explicit, this approach acknowledges what we all know 

too well – that violence and injustice in one region of the world has a spill-over effect on 

other regions.  When it comes to conflict, violence and peace, we are truly all in this 

together.  No one country or community is completely isolated from another.  The 

impact, pain and suffering of violence knows no boundaries. Violence can be infectious.   

The good news of the Journal is that we can also learn from each other.  The solutions to 

conflict that peacemakers in one region propose can stimulate the development of 

initiatives, ideas and new creative solutions in another area.  Just as violence has an 

impact that seeps across national borders, so too does hope.  Hope also knows no 

boundaries and can be infectious, and tenacious peacemakers inspire others.  By 

providing a place where differing perspectives on peace can be explored, this Journal will 

strengthen the global community of peacemakers whose actions will then more likely 

collectively add up to more sustainable, durable and impactful approaches to peace.  As 

Robert F. Kennedy, the former U.S. Senator once said while visiting the University of 

Cape Town in South Africa, “[e]ach time a man stands up for an ideal, or acts to improve 

the lot of others, or strikes out against injustice, he sends forth a tiny ripple of hope, and 

crossing each other from a million different centers of energy and daring those ripples 

build a current which can sweep down the mightiest walls of oppression and resistance.” 

And these ripples of hope can come from all sectors of society.  Building and maintaining 

healthy and peaceful societies requires the intentional combined efforts of government, 

business and the civil society.  Peace is not accidental.  Nor is it built by only one sector, 

one profession, or one movement.  It has to be built by people from all walks of life who 

are collaboratively committed to affirming human dignity in a way that leverages the 

potential of everyone and respects different cultures and religions.  It also must be 

renewed from generation to generation.  The effort of this interdisciplinary Journal to 

explore the complexity of peace will contribute towards challenging government, 

business and civil society to continually strengthen the structures on which human dignity 

rests.  Once this happens, we all benefit.   
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Again, my congratulations to the Institute of Peace and Conflict Studies at the University 

of Peshawar for launching this innovative new Journal.  I trust that it will develop into a 

resource that will challenge peacemakers in a new way to redouble their efforts to work 

for peace.   

 

 

LOWELL EWERT,  

Director of Peace and Conflict Studies 

  Conrad Grebel University College, affiliated with the University of Waterloo 

  Waterloo, Ontario, Canada 



EDITORIAL  

It gives me pleasure to write for the first issue of Pakistan Journal of Peace and Conflict 

Studies. Indeed this would generate scholarly contributions from Pakistan and across the 

world. Interest in peace and conflict studies is not a new phenomenon. It grew as a result 

of global traumas that the world experienced during the past century and it still continues. 

The major events that motivated the researchers’ attention to peace, violence and conflict 

were mainly; World War I, World War II, Cold War, Vietnam War, and September 11, 

2001.  

Before the First World War, the traditional Machiavellian thinking of peace was 

prevailing. According to Machiavellian thinking, violence is inevitable. The only way to 

achieve peace is by striking first and striking hard. And that the outcomes of the war can 

be controlled. However, the disaster of World War I lead to a different conclusion. The 

traditional thinking on war and its out comes  were contradictory. Once the war began, 

the initiators could not control the outcomes. They were defeated and their states were 

reduced. The losses were devastating while the victors also could not celebrate victory 

(Wallensteen, 2011). This reality posed a challenge for traditional thinking. A new 

system of thought was needed. Thus began the systematic study into the causes of war.  

The WWI resulted in systematic study of peace and war. Many researchers, including 

Sorokin (1937), Wright (1942), and Richardson (1960) initiated research projects. Their 

researches provided a different picture of the history. Violence did not appear to be 

inevitable. It varied in time and space. Some states were more involved in war while 

others remained relatively peaceful. The logical conclusion of such research projects was 

that the wars and conflicts have causes and those causes could be found and influenced. 

This generated further researchers focused on ‘causes of war’. For example, J. David 

Singer initiated Correlates of War (COW) project at the University of Michigan.  

The World War II, however, posed a new complexity to peace researchers. Its devastation 

was even greater than the World War I. The power holders still could not predict the 

outcomes of the war. The initiators were again defeated and their states reduced. The 

attacked became the victors. The end of WWII gave rise to two new dangers: nuclear 

weapons and rivalry between major powers. The world now was more concerned about 

possible nuclear war between former allied states. The nuclear attack on Nagasaki and 

Hiroshima posed fundamental challenge to research community. The researchers and 

scientists now moved to wards  a humanitarian orientation of science and research. 

Science, now, was more applicable to the real world in a most devastating way. Many 

scientists and researcher decided to contribute to global peace by reducing and/or 

controlling nuclear technology. The Pugwash movements, the IAEA, the BICC, were a 

few efforts in this direction. Utopian ideas were gaining more ground than Machiavellian 

thinking. Thus began a movement of disarmament and arms control research.  

Soon the post WWII world was polarized between victorious allies. After just a few years 

of WWII, Europe was divided into East and West Europe. The world was now in another 

conflict: for the West, democracy versus totalitarianism, for the East, socialism versus 
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capitalism. Thus began the Cold War. The cold war period lead to the interest in how 

conflicts emerge. Researchers relied on conflict theories and game theories for 

understanding the cold war  and conflicts. Two major research journals that were founded 

during this period, namely Journal of Conflict Resolution by Center for Conflict 

Resolution, University of Michigan, and Journal of Peace Research by the Peace 

Research Institute, Olso, mostly focused on conflict theory and conflict analysis 

(Wallensteen, 2011). During this period, the peace researcher got closer to the real 

decision makers as well. Particularly in the Nordic countries, the students of peace 

research could easily be located in higher decision making echelons.  

The Vietnam War created significant difficulties for researchers in analyzing the conflict. 

This was an asymmetric conflict where one actor was a super power and the other a very 

poor state. There were no clear objectives for the superpower to engage in war. This was 

an intellectual puzzle for peace researchers. It was an unresolved problem for conflict 

theory and Cold War model. The researchers started asking questions on sovereignty, 

economic dependency, actors’ interest in a goal, and so. Thus, emerged an interest in 

studies on dependency and imperialism. Such studies maintained that peace is possible 

only if the states are more independent (Wallesteen, 2011).  

The post Cold War period resulted in peace building research. Now that the world was 

unipolar and there was no threat from another power, it was necessary to establish and 

maintain peace in the world. The researchers, thus, started focusing on peace-building. 

The post cold war world challenged the Machiavellian thinking by questioning the 

inevitability of violence, as the option of negotiation was found to be more commonly 

open while victory, rather uncommon.  The ideas such as ‘soft power’, ‘good 

governance’, ‘war as human disaster’, ‘international responsibility to protect population’, 

and other Utopian dictums started to gain ground.  

9/11 attacks changed everything. It was a new global trauma. It gave a new research 

agenda for peace and conflict studies. Research, now, was focused on terrorism. Ideas 

such as ‘to shoot, to kill, to protect’ now drives the major power(s). The internal armed 

conflicts are now defined as acts of terrorism with no option of negotiation and only 

victory and security are the key goals. It also resulted in a return to Machiavellian 

thinking: violence is inevitable for peace. The peace and conflict studies, now, focus on 

causes of terrorism, motivations behind terrorism, and so. For example, the CPOST 

(Chicago Project on Security and Terrorism) by Robert Pape provides data on suicide 

terrorism from 1980 till present. The VPPD (Virtual Platform for Peace Data) project by 

the Institute of Peace and Conflict Studies, University of Peshawar, focuses on local acts 

of violence in Pakistan and provides structural data for the entire country (the project’s 

data is yet to be given open access). 

The Pakistan Journal of Peace and Conflict Studies, an official journal of the Institute of 

Peace and Conflict Studies, University of Peshawar, is an effort to understand peace 

through researching local and global events of violence. As it is launched in an era of 

terrorism, global domination, ISIS, Syrian and Myanmar genocide, bull fighting between 

India and Pakistan, and the rise of Nationalism (The most popular recent example of 
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which can be seen in the President Donald Trump), and it is launched from a place that 

has been an abode of many  historical international conflicts, this journal  focuses on the 

contemporary issues. Its research might be influenced by  time and space, nonetheless, 

the journal is open for scholarly contributions from across the world.  

Dr. Imran Ahmad Sajid 

Managing Editor 
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